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LET I ERR L 
Introductory LETTER. 


A Letter from Biſhop Atterbury to his Son Obadiab, at 
Cbriſt-eburch College, in Oxford. 


( Contaiuing ſom? nſeful Hints in regard to writing Letters.) 
Dear  Obby, 

Ir you for your letter, becauſe there are mani - 

felt ſigns in it of vour endeavouring to excel your- 
ſelf, and of conſequence to pleaſe me. You have tuc- 
ceeded in both reſpects, and will a!wavs ſucceed, if 
you think it worth your while to conſider what you 
write, and to whom, and let nothing, though of a 
trifling nature, piſs through your pen negligently ; 
get but the way of writing correctly and juſtly, time 
and uſe will teach you to write readily atterwards: 
not but that too much care may give a (liffneſs to your 
ſtyle, which ought in all letters, by all means, to be 
avoided. The turn of them ſhould be always natural 


and eaſy, for they are an image of private and familiar 
converſation. I mention this with reſpe& to the four 


or five fir{t lines of yours, which have an air of poetry, 


and do therefore naturally reſolve themſelves into 
blank verſes. I ſend you your letter again, that your- 
ſelf may now make the ſame obſerva'ion. But you 
took the hint of that thought from a poem, and it is 
no wonder, therefore, that you heighrened the phraſe 
a little when you were expreſſing it. The reft is as it 
thoul:i be; and particularly there is an air of duty and 
fiacerity, Which, if it comes from your heart, is the 
molt acceptable preſent "= can make me. With theſe 


good 


- 


MEL © OH | 
good qualities an incorrect letter would pleaſe me, and 
| without them the fineſt thoughts and language will 
| make no laſting impreſhon on me. The Great Being | 
| ſays, you know My fon, give me thy heart,” im- 
i plying, that without it all other gifts ſignify nothing. 
et me conjure you, therefore, never to ſay any 
| thing, either in a letter, or common converſation, that 
. vou do not think; but always to let your mind and 
j words go together on the moſt trivial occaſions. Shel- 
ter not the leaſt degree of infincerity under the notion | 
of a comphment, which, as far as it deſerves to be 
4 practiſed by a man of 2 is only the moſt civil 
and, obiiging way of ſaying what you really mean; 
1 and whoever employs it otherwiſe, throws away truth | 
1 for breeding: I need not tell you how little his charac- 
iy ter gets by ſuch an exchange. 
1 I ſay not this as if I ſuſpeRed that in any part of 
f vour letter you intended to write what was proper, 
l without any regard to what wes true; for I am re- 
| 


{olved to believe that you were in earneſt from the be- 
ginning to the end of it, as much- as I am, when I tell 
Jou that Jam, | 
4 Your loving Father, &c. 


_ ou DV TDEA WU 


From a young gentleman at ſchool to his father, exprefs 
ing his duty and thankfulneſs. 


Dear Papa, 3 5 

A to your commands, when you left 

me at ſchool, I hereby obey them, and not only 
inform you that I am well, bur alſo, that I am happy 
in being placed under the tuition of ſo good a maſter, ! 
who is the beſt-natured man in the world; and, I am 
ſure, were I inclinable to be an idle boy, his goodneſs 
to me would prompt me to be diligent at my ſtudy, that 
I might pleaſe him. Beſides, I ſee a great difference 
made between thoſe that are idle, and thoſe that are 
Giligent ; idle boys heing puniſhed as the deferve, and 
diligent boys beirg encourzged. But you know, papa. 
that I always loved my bock; for you have often told 
me, I muſt lern to be a good icholar, let, when I am 
grown up, I ſhguld be ridiculed and laughed at for my 
1980- 
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as well in gratitude as duty; and hope 
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ignorance. I am reſolved, therefore, to be a ſcholar. 
Pray give my duty to my mama, and my love to my 
brothers and ſiſters. 


I am, dear papa, | 
Your dutiful ſon, Kc. 


— 
. — 


LETTER III. 


From ancther young gentleman at ſchool to his mother, 
on the ſame ſubj ect. 
Honoured Madam, 


I Am greatly obliged to you for all favours. All IT have 
to hope is, that the progreſs I make in my learning 


will be no diſagreeable return for your extraordinary 


goodneſs. Gratitude, duty, and a view of future 
advantages, all contribute to make me thoroughly 
ſenſible how much I ought to labour for my own im- 
provement, and your ſatisfaftion, and to ſhew myſelf 
upon all occaſions, 

Your molt obedient and ever dutiful ſon, &c. 


— MR" 


— 


— 


LETTER Iv. 


From another young gentleman at ſchool te his father or 
mother, apologizing for his idleneſs. 


Honoured Sir, or Madam, 


1 Am informed, and it gives me great concern, that you 
have heard an ill report of me, which, I ſuppoſe, 
was ra!:ſed by ſome ot my ſchool-fellows; who, by 
aggravating my fau!lis, would endeavour to leſſen their 
own. Indeed, I muſt own, I have been a little too 
remiſs for this fortnight palt in my ſchool bulineſs, 
and am ſenſible I have loſt, in ſomemeaſure, my time 
and credit thereby; but by my future diligence, I hope 
to recover both, and to convince you that I pay a ſtrict 
regard to all your commands, which I am bound to, 
1 ſhall ever 
have leave, and with great truth, to ſubſcribe myſelf, 

Your moſt dutiful ſon, &c. | 


B 2 LET 


of 
LETTER V. 


Frem a young lady to her mama, apolegizing for her 
negle in not writing to her. 


Honoured Madam, 


18 the agreeable news of your health and 
welfare, which was brought me laſt night by my 
uncle's man Richard, gives me inexpreſlible plea- 
lure; yet I am veiy much concerned that my too 
Jong filence ſhould have given you ſo much unesſi- 
neſs as J underſtand it has. I can affure you, Madam, 
that my negle& in that particular was no way owin 
to any want of filial duty or treſpect, but to a hurry of 
buſineſs (if I may be allowed to call it ſo) occaſioned 
by the honour of a viſit from my Lady Betty Rivers, 
and her pretty niece Miſs Emily, who are * 
good company, and whom our family are proud o 
entertaining in the moſt elegant manner. I am not in- 
ſenlible, however, that neither this plea, nor any rcal 
bulineſs, of what importance ſoever, cen jultly acquit 
me for not writing oftner to a parent ſo tender and 
indulgent as yourſelf. But as the caſe now ſtands, I 
know no other way of making atonement, than by a 
fincere promiſe of a more ſtrict obſervance of my duty 
for the future. If therefore, Madam, you will favour 
me ſo far as to forgive this firſt tranſgreſſion of the 
kind, you may depend on my word, it ſhall never be 
repeated by, Honoured Madam, 
Your dutitul daughter, &c. 


— 
6 — 


LETTER: VL 


From an uncle te a nephew, on his keeping bad coms 
pany, bad hours, &c. in his apprenticeſhip. 
Dear Nephew, | 
Am very much concerned to hear, that you are of 


hours, and give great uneaſineſs to your maſter, and 
break the rules of his family: that when he expoſtu- 
Jates with you on this occaſion, you return pert and 
bold anſwers; and, inſtead of promifing or endeavour- 


ing to amend, repeat the offence; and have enter'd 
into 


late fallen into bad company; that you keep bad 


„ 


er 


„ . 
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into clubs and ſocieties of young fellows, who ſet at 
nought all good example, and make ſuch perſons who 
would do their, duty, the ſubje& of their ridicule, as 
perſous of narrow minds, and who want the courage 
to do as they do. 8 

Let me, on this occaſion, expoſtulate with you, 
and ſet before you the evil of the way you are in-. 

In the firſt place : what can you mean by breaking 
the rules of a family you had bound yourſelt by con- 
tract to obſerve? Do you think it honeſt, to break 
through engagements into which you have ſo ſolemnly 
entered; and which are no leſs the rules of the cor- 
poration you ate to be one day free of, than thoſe of 
a private family — Seven years, ſeveral of which 
are elapſed, are no: ſo long a term, bar that you ma 
ſee it determined before you ate over-fit to be truſte 
with your own conduct: twenty-one or twenty-two 
years of age, is full early for a young man to be his 
own maſter, whatever you may think; and you may 
ſurely ſtay till then, at lealt, ro chuſe your own rours, 
and your own company; and, I fear as you go on, if 
you do not mend your ways, your diſcretion will not 
then do credit to your Choice. Remember, you have 
no time you can call your own, during the continu- 
ance of your contract; and mutt you abuſe your maſter 
in a double ſenle; rob him of his time, <fpecialiy if 
any of it be hours of bulineſs; rob him ot his eſt; 


break the peace of his family, and give a bad example 


to others? And all tor what? Why to riot in the 
company of a ſet of perſons, who contemn, as they 
teach vou to do, all order and diſciplint; who, in all 
liketthood, will lead you into gaming, driuking, {wears 
ing, and even mute dangerous vices, to the untinging 
of your mid from your buſineſs, which muſt be your 
future tupport, 

Conlider, IJ exhort you, in time, to what theſe 
cou ſes may lead you Conſider the affliction you will 
give to all your friends, by your contiouaice ia them 
Lay together the ſubſtance ot the converſation that 
paſſes in a whole evening, with your trothy compani- 
ons, atter you are come trom them, and teflect what 
ſolid truth, what uſeful leſſon, worthy of being incul- 
cated in your tuiure life, thet whole evening bas af 
forded yon; and conſider, whether it is worth break 
ing through all rule and order for ?!=———YWhether 


33 your 


„ 


| co preſent condu® is ſuch as von would allow in a 
ervant of your own? Whether you are fo capable ro 
purſue your buſineſs with that ardour and delight next 
morning, as if you had not drank, or kept bad hours 
over night? It not, whether vour matter hes not a 
double loſs and damage from your miſ-ſpent evenings ? 
Whether the taking of ſmall liberties, as you may 
think them, leads you not on to greater? For, let me 
tell you, you will not find it in your power to ſtop 
when y u will; and then, whether any reſtraint at all 
will not in time be irkſome to you. | 


I have gone through the like ſervitude with pleaſure 
and credit. I found myſelf my own maſter full ſoon 
for my diſcretion; what you wink of yourſelf I know 
not; but I wiſh you may do as well for your own in- 
tereſt, and reputation too, as I have done for mine: 
and Fil aſſure you, I ſhould net have thought it either 
creditable or honeft to do as you do. 1 could have 
flood the laugh of an hundred ſuch vain companions 
as you chuſe, for being too narrow-minded to break 
through all moral obligations to my maſter, in order 
to ſhew the bravery of a bad heart, and what an aban- 
don'd mind dared toperpetrate. A bad beginning ſeldom 
makes a good ending, and if you were aſſured that you 
could ſtop when you come to be for yourſelf, which 
is very improbable, how will you anſwer it to equity 
and good conſcience,. that you will not do ſo for your 
maſter? There is, let me tell you, more true bravery 
of mind in forbearing to do an injury, than in giving 
offence. | 


You are now at an age, when you ſhould ſtudy to 
improve, not divert your faculties. You ſhould now 
lay in a fund of knowledge, that in time, when ripened 
by experience, may make you a worthy member of 
the commonwealth. Do you think you Cave nothing 
to learn, either as to your buſineſs, or as to the form- 
ing of your mind? Would it not be much better to 
chuſe the ſilent, the ſober converſation of books, than 
of ſuch companions as never read or think? Anauthor 
never commits any but his beſt thoughts to paper; but 
what can you expect from the laughing noiſy company 
you keep, but frothy prate, indigeſted notions, and 
thoughts ſo unworthy of being remember'd, that it is 
the greatell kindneſs to forget them? 


Let 
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Let me intreat you then, my dear Kinſman, for 
our family's ſake, for your own ſake, before it be too 
ate, to refle as you ought upon the courſe you are 

entered into. By applying yourſelf to books, inſtead 
of ſuch vain company, you will be qualified in time for 
the beſt of company, and to ve reipected by all ranks 
of men. This will keep you out of unneceflary ex- 
pences, will employ II your leiſute time, will exclude 
a world of temptations, and open and inlarge your 
notions of men and things, and, finally, ſet you above 
that wretched company which now you ſeem fo much 
delighted with. And one thing let me recommend to 
you, that you keep a hit of the young men ſtand- 
ing within the compaſs of your knowledge, and for 
the next ſeven years obſerve what fate will attend 
them: ſee, if thoſe who follow not the courſe you are 
ſo lately entered into, will not appear in a very dif- 
ferent light from thoſe who do; and for the induſtry 
and proſperity of the one, and the decay or failure of 
the other, (if their vain ways do not blaſt them before, 
or as ſoon as they begin the world) you'll find abun« 
dant reaſon every day to juſtify the truth ot the obſet- 
vations I have thrown together. As nothing but m 
affection for you could pothbly influence me to theſe 
expoſtulations, I hope for a proper effect trom them, 
if you would be thought well of by, or expect any 
favour from, Your loving Uncle, &c. 


Your maller will, at my requeſt, fend me word of 
the ſucceſs of My remonſtrances. 


LETTER VII. 


hey 


An Uncle in Anſwer to a Nephew's complaining of 


hardjhips in his Apprenticeſhip. 


Dear Nephew, | 

AM ſorry you ſhould have any miſunderſtanding 
with your maſter: I have a good opinion of him, 
and am unwilling to entertain a bad one of you. It is 
fo much a maſter's iatereſt to uſe his apprentices well, 
that I am inclinable to think that when they are badly 
treated, it is oftner the effect of provocation than 
choice. Wherefore, before 1 give myſelt the trouble 
ol interpoling in your behalf, I deüre you will firidly 
| | iaquire 


— — — — 


9, 


inquire of yourſelf, whether you have not, by ſome 
miſconduct or other, provoked that alteration in your 
maſter's behaviour of which you fo much complain. If 
after having diligently complied with this requeſt, you 
aſſure me that you are not ſenſible of having given 
cauſe of diſguſt on your fide, Iwill readily uſe my en- 
deavours to reconcile you to your maiter, or procure 
you another. Bur if you find yourſelt blameable, it 
will be better for you to remove, by your own amend- 
ment, the occaſivn of your maſter's diſpleaſure, than 
to have me, or any other friend, offer to plead your 
excuſe, where you know it would be unjuſt to defend 
you. If this ſhould be your caſe, all your friends to- 
perher could promiſe your better behaviour indeed; 

ut as the pertormance mult even then be your own, it 
will add much more to your character to paſs through 
your whole term without aay interpoſition between 
you. Weigh what I have here faid; and remember, 
that your future welfare depends greatly on your pre- 
ſeat behaviour. I am | 

Your loving Kinſman, &c. 


— 


LETTER Vn. 


* 
From a young Man, who had el:ped from bis Appren: 
ticeſhip, to his Father, defiring him to intercede with 
his Maſter, to take him again ints his ſervice. 


Honoured Sir, 

ITH ſhame, ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of 

; guilt, L have preſumed to write to you at this 
time. I doubt not but you have heard of the ittegula- 
riites in my conduct, which at lait proceeded fo far as 
to induce me to delert the ſervice of the beit of maſters: 
killed with the decpeſt contrition, and ſenſible of 
my foliy and ingratitude, I know not of a more 
powerful advocate to intercede tor me, than my ho- 
' noured, tho' juſtly offended parent. It was the allure - 
ments of vicious company, that firſt tenpted me to 
for ſake the paths of virtue, and neglect my duty in 2 
family where I was treated with the greateſt tender- 
neſs. Fully ſcalible of my fault, I am willing to make 
any reparation in my power, but kaow not ot any o- 
ther, than by acting diametrically oppoſite to my for- 
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mer conduct. Let me beg of you, fir, to intercede 
with my worthy maſter to take me again into his ſer- 
vice, and my whole future life ſhall be one continued 
act of gratitude, I am, Sir, your affectionate, 
Though undutitul Son, &c. 


—_— — 


LETTER IX. 


* The Father's Anſwer. 


My dear Child, 


F ever you live to be a father, you will know what 
I feel for you on the preſent occalion. Tendernefs 
as a parent, reſentment on account of ingia itude, 
—a real concern for your future happinefs. and reſpe&t 
for the worthy man whoſe fervice you have deſ-1red, 
all conſpire together to 2 my mind to different 
purpoſes ; but paternal! affection becomes predominant, 
and I am obliged io act as your friend, aith- ugh lam 
afraid you have cinfidered me as your eremy; I have 
written to your maſter, and jutt now received his an- 
ſwer; copies of which I have ſent incloſed. Your 
maſter is willing again to receive you into his fervice, 
and I hope your behaviour will be correſpondent to 
ſo much lenity. 
T am your affeRionate father, &c. 


LETTER X.* 


The Father's Letter te the Maſter. 


My worthy Friend, | 


113 often written to you with pleaſure, but alas! 
I am conftrained at preſent to addreſs myſelf to you 
on a ſubject I little expected. 1 have jult now received 
a letter from my ſon, by which I am informed, that 
he has left your ſervice, through the inſtigation of evil 
company: his letter contains a penitential acknow- 
ledgment of his offence, rogether with a declaraticn 
of his reſolution to act conſiſtently with his duty for 
the future. He has begged of me to intercede with 
you in his behalf, and I know your humanity will 
excuſe parental affection. If you will again receive 


the 
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the unhappy youth into your family, I have great 
reaſon to hope that his conduct will be equal to his 
promiſes; and it will confer a laſting obligation on an 
afflicted parent, and oblige Ds 
Your ſincere well wiſher, &c. 


LETTER XI. 
8 The Maſter's Anſwer. 
ir 


© VER fince I firſt conſidered the [tate of human na- 
ture, or the difference between right and wrong, 
I have alwavs preferred mercy to the aultere rigour of 
juſtice. However ſeaſonable your requ-ſt may appear 
to yourſelf, yet to me it was really unneceſſary. I am 
a father, fir, and can feel at leaſt part of what you ſuf- 
fer. My reſontment againſt the young man is leſs than 
my anxiety for his happineſs, and were I ſure of his 
adhering to an uninterrupted courſe of virtue, I ſhould 
have more real pleaſure than his acquiring me the re- 
venue of a nabob. 

In the mean time, that nothing may be wanting on 
my part to make both you and him as happy as poſ- 
ſible, all faults are from this moment forgotten; my 
houſe is open for his reception; and if he will return 
he ſhall be treated with the ſame indulgence, as if he 
had never committed any fault whatever. 


I am, Sir, your affectionate Friend, &c. 


LETTER XII. 


From a young Gentleman in bis Apprenticeſhip to his 
Father, requeſizng Advice how to proceed in a cri- 
tical Situation. : 

Dear Sir, 5 
Am under greater uneaſineſs than T am able to ex- 
preſs. My tellow apprentice, for whom I had 
great regard, and from whom I have received many 


civilities, has involved me in the deepeſt affliction. I 


am unwilling to tell you.. and yet I muſt not conceal 
it, that he has forfeited the confidence repoſed in him, 


by a breach of truſt, to which he ungenerouſly gained 
my 


— 


eat 
his 


| an 


( 1 ) 
my conſent, by a pretence I did not in the leaſt ſuſ- 
pet. What muſt I do? My maſter is defrauded; if I 
diſcover the injury, I am ſure to ruin a young man I 
would fain think poſſeſſed of ſome merit; if I conceal 
the injuſtice, I mult at preſent ſhare the guilt, and 
hereafter be partaker in the puniſhment. I am in the 
greatelt agony of mind, and beg your inſtant advice, 
as you value the peace of 


Your dutiful, tho' unfortunate ſon, &c. 


—_—— „ — 
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LETTER All. 


From the Father in Anſuer. 


My dear Boy, 


OUR letter, which I juſt now received, gives me 

great unealineſs; and as any delay in the diſco- 
very may be attended with conf<quences which will 
probably be dangerous to yourſelf, and diſagreeable to 
all who belong to you; I charge you, if you value 
your own happineſs, and my peace, to acquaint your 
maſter inſtantly with the injuſtice that has been done 
to him; which is the only means of vindicating your 
own innocence, and preventing your being looked up- 
on as an accomplice in the fact, to which I wiſh you 
may not be found to have been too far conſenting. As 
to the unhappy voung man who has been guilty of fo 
fatal an indiſcretion, I wiſh, if the knows clemenc 
and good-nature of your maſter may pardon this of- 
ſence, he may let his forgiveneſs teach him the ingra- 
titude and inhumanity of injuring a man, who is not 
only the proper guardian of his youth, but whoſe 


. goodneſs deſerves the beſt behaviour, tho' he be gene- 


rcus enough to excuſe the worſt. Let not a minute 
paſs after you receive this, before you reveal the mat- 
ter to your maiter. For I am in hopes, that your ap- 
plication to me, and your following my advice, will 
greatly plead in your behalf. I will very ſpeedily call 
on your maſter; and am, as far as an honeſt regard 
for you can make me, 


Your aſfeclionate farther » KCe 


5 LET 
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LETTER XIV. 


From an Apprentice to his Maſter, begging pardm 
Si for an Offence. 
ir, 


Am ſo aſhamed of myſelf for the laſt occaſion 1 

had given you to be angry with me, after my re- 
peated promiſes of amendment, that I have not the 
courage to ſpeak to you. I therefore take this method 
of beg.1ng you to forgive what is palt; and let this 
letter teſtify againſt me, if ever I wiltully or kn-wingly 
offend again(t you for the future. You have children 
of your own. They may poſhbly offend; tho” 1 hope 
they never will as I have done. Yet, fir, would you 
not wiſh they might meet with pardon, if they ſhould, 
rather than reprobation ?—My making, or my ruin, I 
am ſenſible, lies in your breaſt. It you will not for- 
give me, ſad will be the conſequence to me, I doubt. 


If you do, you may fave a foul, as well as a body, | 


"from miſery; and I hope, fir, you will weigh this 


with your uſual goodneſs and conſideration. What is 


pait, I cannot help; but for what is to come, I do pro- 

miſe, if God —_ me health and power, that my ac- 

tions ſhall teſtify for me, how much I am, good lir, 
Your tepentant and obliged ſervant, &c. 


— 


LETTER XV. 
Frem the Maſter in Anſwer. 


OUR letter has affected me ſo much, that T am 


willing once more to paſs over all you have done. 


Surely 1 may at laſt depend on theſe your folema aſſu- 


Tances, and, as I hope, deep contrition. It not, be it 
as you ſay, and ler your letter teſtify againſt you for 
your ungrateful baſeneſs; and for me, in my readine(s 
(which, however, fhall be the laſt time) to forgive one 
that has been always ſo rcady to promiſe, and to back- 


ward to perform. If by your futute conduct you ſhall ? 


deſerve it, you may always depend on the ligcere 
friendſhip cf, &c. | 
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LETTER XVI. 
From an Apprentice ts his Friends, in praiſe of bis 
Maſter and Family. 
I Know it will be a great ſatisfaction to you and my 
dear mother, to hear that I go on very happily in 
my bulineſs; and my maſter, ſeeing my diligence, puts 
me forward, and encourages me in ſuch a manner, 
that I have great delight in it, and hope I ſhall anſwer 
in time your good wiſhes and expectations, and the 


indulgence which you have always ſhewn to me. 
There is ſuch good order in the family, as well on my 


Honoured Sir, 


miſtreis's part as my maſter's, that every ſervant, as 


well as I, knows their duty. and does it with plea- 
ſure. $0 much evenneſs, ſedateneſs, and regularity 
is cbſerved in all they injoin or expect, tha: it is m- 
poſſible but it ſhould be fo. wy maſter is an hone(t 
worthy man; every body ſpeaks well of him. My 
miſtreſs is a chearful ſweet tempered wowan, and 
rather heals breaches than widens them. And the 
children, after ſuch examples, behave to us all like 
one's own brothers and ſiſters. Wh can but love 
ſuch a family? I with, when it ſhall pleaſe God to put 
me in ſuch a ſtation, that I may carry myſelf jult as 
my ma{lter does; and it I hould ever marry, have juſt 
ſuch a wife as my miſtreſs: And then, by God's bleſ- 
ſing, I thall be as happy as they are; aad as you, Sir, 
and my dear mother, have always been. If any thing 
can make me ſtill happier than I am, or continue to 
me my p eſear felicity, it will be the continuance of 
yours, and my good mother's prayers, for honoured 
Sir and Madam, Youc ever-dutiful ſoo, &c. 


LETTER XVII” 


Frem a young Lady at baarding ſchool to her Mama, re- 
| a gucſting a favour. 
Dear Mama, | 
= many inſtances you have given me of yaur af- 
fection, leave me no room to believe that the fa- 
vor I preſume to aſk oy diſpleaſing: was I K Kr 
le 


8 


* 


—]— ꝑ — 


2 


—̃ — ũ— d — — 


| | 
: 
4 
4 : 
11 
1 
1 
: >! 
1 
THR 
nt 
- 
14 


( 14 ) 


leaſt doubt ſul oſ it. I hope my dear mama has too good an 
opinion of my conduct, to imagine I. uld ever advance 
any thing that might give her the leaſt viſſansf.Aivn, 
The nolid ys are nigh at hand, When all of us young 
ladies are to pay our teveral perſonal reſpects and duiics 
to our parents, excepi one, whoſe friends (her patents 


being dead) refide at too great a diſtance for her to 


expect their indulgence in {ending for ber; beſides, 
were they to do ſo, the expence attending her j«.urney 
would be placed to her accompt, and deducted out of 
the ſmall fortune lett her by nat parents. 

This young lady's aff.biiity, ienſe, and good-na-, 
ture, have gained her the fricadſhip and <itcem of the 
whole ſchuol; each of us cuotending to render her 
retirement (as I may juitly cali it) 3 her native 
home and friends, as comfortable and agreeable as we 
poſſibly can. | 

How hapoy ſhould I think myfelt above the reſt of 
our young ladies, if you will give me leave to engage 
her to ſpend the — * wich me at home! Anal 
doubt not but her addreſs and behavinut will attract 
your eſtesm, among the reit of thuſe ſhe has already 
acqui.ed. 

Your compliance to this requeſt, will greatly add 
to he happineſs I already enjoy trom the repeated in- 
dulgences and tavours conferred on, 

Des: mama, 


our moſt dutiful daughter, &c. 


* * — 


LETTER XVII. 


From a Mother, in Town, to her Daughter, at a 


Boarding ſchool in the Country, recemmending the 
Practice of Virtue. | 


Dear Chitd, 


| A Ltheugh we are ſeparated in perſon, yet you are 


never abſent from my thoughts, and it is my 


continual practice to recommend vou to the care of 
- that Being whoſe eyes are on all his creatures, and te | 
"whom the ſecrets of all hearts are open; but I have 


been lately ſomewhat alarmed, becauſe your two laſt 


letters do not run in that fltain of unafſecled piery as 


MP > "4 A — 


_ tremely gl-d, yea happy, to find it 


was } 


formerly. What, my dear, is this owing to? Does 
virtue appear to you as unpleaſant? Is your benehcent 
Creator a hard maſter, or are you refolved to embark 
in the faſhionable folh-s of a gay umhiaking world ? 
- Excuſe me, my dear, I am a mother, and a concern 
for your happineſs is in{eparabiy connected with my 


own. Perhaps | am miltaken, and, what I hive cone 
fidered as a fault, may be only the effuſions of youth- 
ful gaiety--I ſhall conſider it in that light, and be ex- 

f . Uſeful in- 
ſtructions are never too often inculcated, and, there- 
fore, give me leave again to put you in mind of that 
duty, the performance of which alone can make you 
happy, both in time and 1a eternity. 

Religion, my dear, is a dedication of the whole man 
to the will of God, and virtue is the actual operation 
of that tru b, which diffales i felt through every part 
of our conduct: Its conſequences are equally as bene» 
fcial as its promiſes. ** Her ways are ways of pleas 
% {antneſs. and all her paths are peace.” 

Whil't the gay umthinkiog part of youth are devoting 
the whole of their time to faſhionable pleaſures, how 
happy ſh+uid I be to hear, that my child was religious 
without hyp-critical auſterity, and even gay vi hout 
innocence, let me beg that yon will ſpend at leaſt 
one hour each day in peruſing your Bible, and ſome of 
our beft Engliſh writers; and don't imagine that reli- 
gion is ſuch a gloomy thing as ſome enthuliaſts have re- 
preſented; no, it indulges you in every rational amuſe- 
ment, ſo tar as it is conſiſtent with morality it for- 
bids nothing but what is hurtful. 

Let me beg you will conſider attentively what I have 
Written, and fend me an aniwer as ſoon as you can, 

I am your afteivoatc Mother, &c. 


LETTER XIE 
| The Anfaer. 
Honoured Madam, 


—1 Am ſo much affected by the peruſal of your really 
parental advice, that I can ſcarcely hold the pen 
to write an anſwer; but duty to the beſt of pateats 
obliges me to make you eaſy in your mind before 1 
take any reſt to myſelf. * le vity ſo conſipicuous 
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in my former letters is too true to be denied, nor do? 
deſire to draw a veil over my own folly. No, Madam 
I freely confeſs it; but, with the greatelt ſincerity, I 


muſt, at the ſame time declare, that they were written 


in a careleſs manner, without conſidering the character 
of the perſon ro whom they were addreſſed: I am 
fully ſenſible of my error, and, on all future occaſions, 
ſhall endeavour to avoid giving the leaſt offence. The 
advice you ſent me in your valuable letter, wants no 
encomium, all that 1 deſire is, to have them engraven 
on my heart. My dear madam, I love religion, I love 
virtue, and I hope no conſideration will ever lead me 
from thoſe duties, in which alone I expect ſu ure hap» 
pineſs. Let me beg to hear from you often, and I hope 
that my whole future conduct will convince the beſt of 
parents, ey am what the wiſhes me to be. 
am, 


Honoured madam, your dutiful daughter, &c. 


— 


rr 


From a young Woman, juſt gone to Service in London, 
to her Mother in the Country. 


Dear Mother, | 


T is- now a month that IT hare been at Mr Wilſon's, 
and thank G.:d, that 1 like my place ſo well. My 
maſter and miſtreſs are both worthy people, and 


greatly reſpected by all their neighbours. At my firſt | 


coming there I thought every thing ſtrange, and won- 
dered to fee ſuch multitudes of people io the ſtreets; 
but what I ſuffer moſt from is the remembrance of 


your's and my father's kindneſs; but I begin to be 


more reconciled to my ſtate, as I know you were not 
able to ſupport-me at home. I return you a thouſand 
thanks for the kind advice you were ſo good as to give 
me at parting, and I ſhall endeavour to practiſe it as 
Jong as I live: let me hear from you as often as you 
have an opportunity: ſo with my duty to you and my 
father, and kind love to all friends, I remain ever, 

Your molt duuful daughter, &c, 


LET- 


— 


| 


* 


1 
—_P 


1 2 3) 


LETTER XXL 


The Mother's Anſwer. 


My dear child, 

I Am glad to hear you have got into ſo worthy a fa- 
mily. You know that we never ſhould have parted 
with you, had it not been for your good. If you con- 
tinue virtuous and obliging, all the family will love 
and eiteem you. Keep your ſcif employed as much as 
ou can, and be always ready to afhft your fellow 
ervants Never ſpeak ill of any body but when you 
hear a bad ſtory, try to ſoften 1+ as much as you can; + 
don't repeat it again but let it flip out of your mind as 
ſoon as poſible. Lam in great: hopes that all the fa- 
mily are kind tv you, from tue good character I have 
heard of them. If you have any time to tpare from 
your buſineſs, I hope you will Head ſome part of it 
in reading your Bible, and the Whole Duty of Man. 


I pray fur you daily, and there is n«thing I deſire 


more than my dear child's happineſs. Remembe that 
the more faithful you are in he oifcharge of your dury 
as a {crvant, the be tet you will profper if you hve to 
have a family of your own. Your father delires his 
bleſſing, and your brothers and liſters their kind love 
to you. Heaven bleſs you my deer child! And con- 
tinue you to be a con fort to us all, and particularly to, 
Your aft:Qionate Mother, &c. 


LETTER XXII. 


From an affedienate Parent ts a Daughter in ſervice, 
on bearing that her Hlaſter had made attempts upon 
ber virtue. 

My deareſt MAY: a 

Wien great g ief of heart T have juſt rcceived inti» 

ma ien, that, though your matter his actu-lly 
offered violence to your virtue, you nevertheleſs con- 
ticue ia his tervice. God grant that vou may not 
have alrcady yielded to his bate deſites; for when 
once a perion has fo tar forgotten what t<lo; gs io hime 
ſclt, or his character, as to make iuch an attempt, 
the very coniauaace * the ſame root with bim, 
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En) 
is an encouragement to him to proſecute his deſigns, 
And if he carries it better, and more civil, at preſent, 
it is only the more certainly to undo you when he at- 
tacks you next. Conſider, my dear child, your repu- 
tatigp is all you have to truſt to. And if you have not 
already, which God forbid ! facrificed your honour to 
him, leave it not to the hazard of another temptation 
but come away direaly (as you ought to have done of 
your own accord) at the command of 
Your grieved and indulgent father, &c. 


LETTER XXIII. 


From the Daughter to the Father, in Anſwer. 


Honoured Sir, 
Received your letter yeſterday, and am forry I 
ſtayed a momenr in =y maſter's houſe after his vile 
attempt; but he was ſo full of his promiſes of never 
offering the like again, that I hoped I might believe 
him; nor have I yet ſeen any thing to the contrary. 
However, I am ſo much convinced now, thai 1 ought 
to have done as you ſay, that I have this day left the 


houſe; and hope to be with you almolt as ſoon as you | 


ſhall have received wy letter. 
am X | 
Your dutiful daughter, &c. 


LETTER XXIV. 


From a Merchant's Widew, to a Lady. a diftant Rela- 
tion, in behalf of ber two Orphans. 
Madam, 
WHEN you Jook at the ſubſcription of this letter, 
. I doubt not of your being much ſurpriſed with 
its contents; but it is more on account of your amia- 
ble character. than that I have the honour of being 


your relation, that 1 have preſumed to trouble you 


with this, 

- — huſband, whom ydu know was reputed to be 

in allluent circumſtances, has been dead about fix 

months: his whole accompts have been ſetiled with 

his creditors, and becauſe of many lofles 4 dun 
ebts, 


w 


n 
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debts, there is not above one hundred pounds left for 
myſelf: I have a ſon ju't turned of fourteen, wh-m I 
want to bind apprentice to a reputable trade, and a 
daughter near ſeventeen, whoſe education tas tender- 
ed her incapable of acting as a menial ſervant, al- 
though ſhe would willingly be the companion of ſome 
young lady, where ſhe might be treated with tamili- 
arity and tenderneſs. In circumſtances ſo diltreſſing, 
I have preſumed to addreſs myſelt to you: your long 
acquaintance with the world will enable you to direct 
me how to proceed, and I doubt not but your un- 
bounded generolity will induce you to comply with a 
requell dictated by the ſeverity of affliction. 


_— 
_— 


LETTER XXV. 


The Lady's Anſwer. 
Madam, a | 

Know not whether I am more affected with the mo- 

deſt repreſentation of your affliction, or pleaſed 
that I have it in my power to athſt you. You ſee, 
madam, that all human expectations are vain, and 
often attended with deception: when we think our 
circumſtances are independent, there is generally 
ſome latent miſchiet kidden under the ſpecious ap- 
pearance; and this ſhould teach us continually to look 
to that providence, who ſuperintends the affairs of 
this lower world; and orders all for the good of his 
creatures. With reſpect to your two children, I have 
propoſed the following ſcheme for theit benefit: 

Let the boy think ot ſome tr. de, to which his in- 
clications lead him, and I will provide him with every 
neceſſary during his apprenticeſhip, and at the expi- 
ration of that term (it his behaviour is 1 
advance ſomething to fer him up in buſineſs. As for 
the girl, let her be immediately ſent ro my houſe, 
where ſhe ali be brought up along with my daugh- 
ters, and every thing done in my pawer to lerve her. 
: L-expett that, from time to time, you will commu» 
nicate to me an account of your circum'tances, that I 


may be happy in alleviating ever y calamity. 


I am; & c. 
L 
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From an aged Lady in the Country, te her Niece in 
London, cautioning her again keepirty Company 
with a Gentleman of a bad Characr. 


Dear Ni=ce, 
HE lincere love and affection which I now have 
tor your indulgent father, and ever hid for your 
virtuous mother when ſhe was ive, together with 
the tender regird I have tor your f:1:ute happinetls and 
welfare, have prevailed on me to 1G6form you rather by |} 
letter than by pertona! converſation, concerning what I 
have neard of your unguarded c':ndut, and the too 
reat treedoms you take with Mr Lovelace. You 
= been tecn with him at both the Play-houſes, in 
St James's Park, Ranelagh, and Vanxha:l. Don't 
imagine, niece, that I write this from a principle 
of ill-nature, it is on purpoſe to five you from ruia; 
for, let me tell you, your familiarity with bim gives 
me no ſmall concern, as his character is extremely 
bad, and as he has ated in the mult ungenerous man- 
ner to two or three virtuous young ladies of my ac- 
quaintance, who entertained too tavourable an opi- 
nion of his honour. "Ts poſſible, as vou have no great 
fortune to expect, and he has an uncle from whom he 
expects a conſiderable eitate, that you may be tempt- 
ed to imagine his adurets an offer to y-ur advantage; 
but that is greatly to be queſtioned; for I have heard | 
that he is deep in debt, as alſo that he is privately en- 
aged to a rich old widow at Chelſea In thort, my F 
ear, he is a pertect libert ne, and is erer boalting of 
favours from cur weak ſex, whotec fundaefs and frailty 
are the conſtant topics of his railing and ridicule. 

Let me prevail on you, Gear niece, to avoid his ] 
company, as you would that of a madman; tor, not- 
withttanding 1 ill hope you are ſtriétly virtuous, yet 0 
your good name may be irreparably loit by tuch open : 

* | 
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acts of imprudence. I have no other motive bu: au 
un⸗ffected zcal tor your intereſt and weltare: Itter 
myſelf you will not be offended with the liberty here 
taken, by Tour fincere Friend, and | 


Affectionate Aunt, &c. . 
LE F. 
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LETTER XXVIL 


The young Lady's Anſwer. 


Honoured Madam, 


] Receives your letter, and when I conſider your rea- 
| tons lot writing, I thankfully acknowledge you my 
friend. It 1s'true I bave been at thoſe public places 
you mention along with Mr Lovelace, but was ut- 
terly ignorant of his real character. He did make me 
' propoſals of marriage, but I told him I would do no- 
thing without my 2 conſent. He came to viſit 
me this morning, Wien I told him that a regard tor 
my reputation obliged me never to ſee him any more, 
por even to corteipond with him by letter, and you 
may depend upon my adhering to that reſolution. In 
the mean time, I rewura you à thouſand thanks for 
your triencly advice. I am {cn{:ble every young wo- 
man ought to be careful of her reputation, and con- 
ſtantly «void the company of libettines To conviuce 
you of my lincerity, I thail lcave London in about fix 
weeks, and will call to ice you atier I have been at my 
father's. 1 am, honoured Madam, 
Your aftz&tionate Niece, &c., 


„ — — 


| LETTER XXVII. 


Frem a young Woman, a Servant in London, to her 
arents, deſiring their conſent to marry. 


Honoured Father and Mother, 


12 ſeat this to inform you, that one Mr Woods 
a young man, a Cabinet-maker, has paid his ad- 
dreſſes to me, and now offers me marriage: I roid him 
I would do nothing without your content, and there- 
fore have ſent this by William Jones, your neighbour, 
who called on me, and will inform you particularly of 
his eircumſtances. 

The young man has been ſet up in buſineſs about 
two years, and is very regular and ſober. Molt peo- 
ple in the neighbourhood eſteem him, and his buſineſs 
is daily increaſiug. I think I could live extremely 
happy with him, but don't chuſe to give him my pens 

a nie 
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w-'t with yourſelf, that a-cording r your conduct to 
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miſe until 1 have firſt heard from you: whatever an- 


ſwer you ſend ſhall be oveyed, by 
Your affectionate Daughter, &. 


— — 


— — 1 


Ne 


The Parent Anſwer. 
Dear Child, 


WI received your letter by Mr Jones. and the cha- 
1ater he gives of the young Man 1s fo agreceoble, 
that we have no objection to your marrying him: be ge 

ing that you will ſerioufly conſider the duties of that 
30p->riant (tate, betore it is tuo late to rep-nt. Conſider 


each other, you mult be either happy or miſerable 
az 1-ng as you hve. There are many occurrences in 
life in which the beſt of men's tempers may be much. 

ed. on acc unt of loff:zs or diſapp intments; if 
your huſband ihould at any time be ſo, endeavour to 
make him as caſy as poſlible. Be careful of every 
thing he commits to your k:eping; and never affect 


circumitances may be eaſy, yer whilſt in trade, you will 
find a continual want of money for many different pur- 
. — It is poikble ſome of your more polite neigh- 
ours may deſpiſe you tor a while, but they will be 
forced in the end ro acknowlege, that your conduct 
was conſiſtent wit the duties of « married ſtate. But, 
above all, remember your duty to God, and then you 
may ch-arfnlly look f r a bleſſing on your honeſt en- 
deavours. May God dit ect you in every thing for the 
beſt, is we lincere prayer of, 
Your loving Father ard Mother, &c. 


— — — — — ——  _—OD_ — 


| LETTER XXX. 
From a young Tradeſman lately entered ints Buſineſs, 
to his Father, aſking bis conſent to marry. 

— Honoured Sir, | 
JOU know that it is now above a year ſince I enter- 
1 ed into buſineſs for mylelf, and finding it daily 
increaling, I am obliged to look out for an agreeable 
part- 


—— 


to appear ſuperior to your titanon.; for although your | 


| 


(3 


artner, I mean a wife: there is a very worthy family 
in this neighbourhoud, with whom 1 have been ſome 
time acquainted. They ate in good circumſtances, and 
have a daughter, an amiable young woman, greatly 


elteemed by all who know her: I have paid my ad- 


drefſes to her, and l:kewife obtained her patents con- 
ſent, on condition that it is agreeable to you. I would 
not do any thing of that nature without your conſent; 
but I hope that vpon the ſtricteſt enquiry you will find 
her ſach a perſon, that you will not have any obfec» 
tion to a match ſo advantageous I on every occaſion 
endeavour to act with the gr-ateſt prudence, conſiſtent 
with the rules you were pleaſed jo preſciibe for my 
conduct. Her parents are to pay me five hundred 
pounds on the day of marriage, if the event ſhall bap- 
pen to take place, and as they have no more chil- 
den, the whole of their property becomes ours at their 
death In whatever light you are pleaſed to conſider 
this, I hall abide by your direction, and your anſwer 
io the mean time is impatienily expected 
| By your dutiful Son, &c. 


* _—_— —— 
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LETTER AXXI. 


The Father's Anſwer. 
My Dear Son, 3 
Received your letter, and my reaſon for not ſending 
ſooner is, that it being an affair of great importance, 
I was willing to proceed therein with the utmoſt cau- 
tion. I wrote to Mr Johnlon, mo Attorney. in New 
Inn, defiring him to enquire concerning the family 


Jou dehre to be allied with; and I am glad to hear 


th-t his account does not differ from your own. I 
hope you don't think that 1 would dere to fee von 
one moment unhappy. Your reaſons for -ntering into 
the marriage (tate, are every wav fatisfaftorv, ard I 
am glad to hear that the perſon on whom vou have 
2 your affections is fo deſerving When vou 
ave fixed the wedding-day I will come to London 
to be preſent at the ceremony, and ſp-nd à few days 
with my old friends. I hope you will continue to at- 
tend your buſineſs with the ſame diligence you have 
hitherto done, and if you ſheuld live re an old age, 


you 
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ou will then be able to retire from trade, with honaur, 
th to yourſelf and family. 
I am, dear Son, 
Your affectionate Father, &c, 


ä 
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LETTER XXXII. 


From a Brother to a Siſter in the Country, upbraiding 
her for being negligent in writing. 
My dear Siſter, : 

Write to you to acquaint you how unkindly we all 

take it here, that vou do not write oftener to us, 
in relation to your health, diverſions, and employment 
in the country. You cannot be inſenſible how much 
you arc beloved by us all; judge then if you do well to 
omir giving us the fatisfaftion abſence affords to true 
friends, which is. often to hear from one another. My 
Mother is highly diſobliged with you, and ſays you 
are a very idle girl; my aunt is of the ſame opinion; 
and I woald fain, like a loving brother, excuſe you if 
I could. Pray, for the future, rake care to deſerve 1 
better character, and by writing ſoon, and often, put 
it in my power t. fay what a good filter I have: for 
you ſhall always find me | 

Your noſt affectionate Brother, &c. 

Due reſpects of every one here to my aunt, and all 

friends in the country, 


— a 


LETTER XXXIII. 


From the Daughter to her Matber, in excuſe for her 
neglect. 


Honoured Madam, | 

Am aſhamed I ſtaid to be reminded of my duty by 
my brother's kind letter. L will offer no excuſe for 
myſeif, for not writing oftener, though I have been 
{tanucly taken up by the kiadneſs and tavour of your 
good friends here, particularly my aunt Windus, for 
well do I know, that my duty to my honoured mother 
ought to take place of all other conſiderations. All I 
beg, therefore, is, that you will be og as to forgive 
me, on promiſe of amendment, and to procure for- 
giveneſs 
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efs alſo of my aunt Talbot, and all friends. Be- 
ieve me madam, when I fay that ao d:verſions here 
or clſev here ſhall make me torget the duty I owe te 
ſo good a mother, and ſuch kind rclatious; and that 
I ſhall ever be 
Your grateful, duritu! D.ughter, &c. 

My aunt and c-ulins deſire their kind love to you, 
and due reipetts to all friends. Brother John bas 
gre«t reputation with every one for his kind letter 
do mo. 


LETTER XXXVIV. 


From a Father to a Sow, juſt beginning the World. 
Dear Billy, 


8 you are now beginning life, as it were, and will 
probably hve conhiderable dealings in your buſi- 
neſs. the frequent occaſions you will h ve for advice 
from others well make you deſirous of fingling out, 
among your moſt intimate acquaintance, oe or tus 
whom you would view in the nieht of friends. 
la the choice of thete, y ur utmUlt care and caution 
will be nec:flarv; for by a mitt-ke here, vou can 
ſcarcely conceive the fatal effects vou may herrat et 
experience. Wh. retore it will be proper tor you to 
make a ju *gment of rt' ofe who are ht to be your ad- 
viſe s by the cr: nduct they hre obſcried in th it es 
Heir. and the reputation they bear i the world, 
For te who has by iis on nd {cietions undone time 
ſelt, is much fi.ter 16 be let up as a land mark for a 
prude t mariner to ſhun his c uries, than an example 
to follo 
Old age is gererally flow and heavy youth head- 
ſtrong and ec pi ate; bu? there wie eld men who are 
tuil of vivacitv. nd young men replete with diicre- 
tion; which m.kes me « ther point out the conduct 
than the age of the perſors wnh whom vou ſhould 
chuſe to atluciate; th ugh afici all i is to me & 
never-failing good han uf prudence ard virtue in a 
young man, when his {e-101S Canute us company, and 
he delights i theirs, 
Let your endeavours the-efore be, at all adven- 
tures, to conſotrt yourlſelt * men ot ſobriety, good 


enſe 


* 
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Tenſe, and virtue; for the proverb is an unerting on- 
that ſays, A man ir known by the company he keeps, 
It ſuch men you can ſingle out, while you improve by | : 
their converiation, you will benefit by their advice: 
and be {ure remember one thing, thai though you muſt 
be frank and unteſerved in delivering your ſentiments, 
when occaſions offer, yet that you be much readier | # 
to hear than ſpe-k; for to this purpoſe it has been 
ſignificantly obſerved, that nature has given a man 
two ears, and but one tongue Lay in therefore 
" obſervation, and a modelt filence, ſuch a ſtore of 
ideas, that you may, at their time of life, make no 
worſe figure than they do; and endeavour to benefit 

ris cenkes by other people's ills than your own, 
How mult theſe young men expoſe themſelves to the 
contempt and ridicule of their ſeniors, who, having 
ſeen lutle or nothing of the world, are continuall 
ſhutting cut by open mouths and cloſed ears all poſ- 
ſibility of inſtructian, and making vain the principal 
end of converfarion, which is improvement ! A ſilent 
young man makes generally a. wife old one, and never [| 
Tals of being teſpected by the beſt and molt prudent 
men. When therefore you come among {trangers, 
hear every one {peak betore you deliver vour own 
ſentiment«; by this means vou will judge cf the merit 
and capacities uf your .cumpany, and avoid expoſing 
you: ſelt, as I have known many do, by ſhooting out 
haſty and inconlider ate bolts, which they would hare 
been glad tu 1ccal; when perhaps a filent genius in 
company hes burſt cut upon them with fuch obſerva» 
tions as have luck conſciouſneſs and ſhame into the 
forward ſpeaker, it he tas not been quite inſenſible 
of inward reproach. | 

I have threwno tagether, as they occurred, a fey 
thoughts, which may ſuffice for the prelent, to thew 
my care and concern for your weltare. 1 hope you 
will conſtantly, from time to time, communicate to m 
whatever you may think worthy of my notice, or in 
which my advice may be of uſe to you; for I have no 
pleaſure in this life «qual to that which the happinefs 
of my ci ildren gives me. And of tl is you may be af 
ſured; for I aw, and ever mult be, 


Your affeRionate Tather, &c- | 
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ot LETTER XXXV. 


To a youns Trader generally in a Hurry in June, 
ap” Method as well as Diligence. 


Dear Nephew, 


HE affection I have always borne you, as well for 

your owa fake. as for your late father's and mo- 
ther's, makes me give you the rrouble of theſe lines, 
which I hope you will receive as kindly as I intend 
them. 

I have lately called upon you ſeveral times, and 
have as often found you in an extraurd nary hurry 
which I weil know cannot be ſometimes avoided ; but, 
methinks, need not be always the cale, if your t me 
were diſpoſed in regulas and pr per proportions to 
_ buſineſs. 1 have frequently had re ſo to be- 
eve, that more than half the flutter which a: pears 
among tradeis in general, is rather the effect of their 
mdolence, than their un. duſtry, huwever willing they 
are to have it thought otherwiſe; and | will give you 
one inſtance, in confirmation of this opinion ia 2 
neighbour -f mine. | 

This gentleman carried on for ſome years a profires 
ble buſtiefs; but indulging himfſeit every evening in 
at vern locicty, or club. which the prom tion of buli- 
neſs {as is uſually the c:ſc; give rhe firit p et-nc.. for, 
he looked upon thoſe engege ments as the natura! con- 
ſequences of the approach of nig'it; aad d:ove on his 
bulia-fs in the day with pr: cipit don, that he might 
t thithey with the earheſt. He ſeldom k-pr vert late 
hours, tho“ he never cam home foun 
mg gone, and his battle empty'd, che m raing was 
always wanted to diſpel the fu es of the wing. Who» 
ever, therefore, came to him betore nine, wes defied 
to cell again; and when be arofe, ſu many mates 
waned for him, as directly thiew him in'o a flutes; 
fo that from his rifing till dinner time, he ſeemed in 
one continued ferment. Along dinner time he always 
all wd himtelt, in order to recover the fatigues he had 
rr and all his table talk was, how heavy his 
buſinc fs lay upon him! and what pa ns he took nit! 
The hearty meal and the time ne 1adulged himſelf at 


: table, begot an W tor any mote buhneis for 


A | that 


Th- night be⸗ 
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that ſhort afternoon; ſo all that could be deferred was 
put off o the next morning; and Jong'd-tor ev ning 
approaching, be flies to his uſual ſolace, empties tug 
bottle by eleven, comes home, gets to bed, ard i 
16vibble tilt next morning at nine; and then tiſing, 
Enters upon his uſual hurry and contuſion. 

Tuus did his life ſeem to thoſe who ſaw him i, his 
bulineſs, one conſtant ſcene of tatigue, tho' h tcarce 
ever apply'd to it four regular huurs in any ure day, 
Whcreas had he riſen only at ſeven in the morning, he 
would have got all his buſineſs under by noon; and 
thole two hours, from ſeven to nine, being before 
many peoplo go abroad, he would have met wih no 
interrupticn in his affairs; but might hve improved 
his ſervants by his own example directed them in the 
'bufineſs of the day, b-re inſpected his books, written 
to his dealers. and put every thing in ſo regula: a 
train for the teſt of the day, that whatever had o:cur'd 
wtterwards, weuld rather have ſerved io divert than 
fatigue him. 

And what. to cut m ftory ſhort. was the upſhot of 
the matter? Why meeting witn lome diſappointments 

and loſſes (as al} traders mutt expect, an! ought to 
provide for) and his cuitomers not ſeeing him in his 
ſhop ſo much as they expect d, and, when there, al- 
ways in a diſobliginꝑ pervlent nurry; and moreover, 
miltakes frequently happening th! ough he flurry into 
which he put himſelf and every one about him by 
thete means his kufineſs du indled away inferftbly, and 
not being abe to go out of his uſual cou ſe, wiach 
helped t, impair both his capacity and ardour to tis 
dulin-ſs, bis credito:s began to look about them, and 
he was compelled io enter into a tate of his ffarrs; 
and then had the mortification to find a balance of 
200] aganſt him. 
This Wes a fheckiag cafe to himſelf, but more to 


his family; for his wife 5.d lived. and iis children bad 


been educa ed, in ſuch a manner as in uced them to 
hope their fortunes would be ſufficter:t to place them 
in a {tate of independence. 

In thori, being objived o quit a buſineſs he had 


upon a Charitable fcundation, whi. b afforded a bare 
ſubſiſtence for himlelf; his children were diſc ered, 


ſome one way and ſome another, into low . of 
* n e; 


managed with fo little prudence, his fri. nds got im | 
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life; and his wife went home to her friends, to be 
ſaubb'd and refi.ed on by her own family, for faults 
pot her own. 

This example will afford ſeveral good hiats to a 
young tradeſman, which are tov ubyious to need expa: 
tiating upon. And as 1 dare ſay your prudence will 
keep you from the like fault, you will never ave rea» 
fon to reproach yourlelf on this ſcore. But yet, as T 
always found you in a hurry when 1 called upon you, 
I could not but give you this hint, for fear you ſhould 
not nghuly pro ortion your time to your bukin<ls, and 
left you ſhould ſulpend to the next hour what you 
could and ought to do in the preſent, aud fo did not 
keep your bulicels properly under, Method is every - 
thing in buſine s, next to diligence; and you will, b 
falliog into « regular one, always de calm and unruffled, 


and have time tv beſtow in your ſhop with your cuſtom- 


ers, the female ones efp«ciatly, who always love to 
make a great many words in their bargainings, and 
expect o be humour'd and perſuaded: and how cn 
any man ſind time for this. it he preters the tavern to 
bis ſhop. and bis bed to his bulineſs ? ' 1 know you will 
take in god part what I have written, becauſe you are 
ſenlible how much I am 


Your truly affectionate, &c. 


LETTER XXXVI. 


From a Father to a Son, on his Negligence in bit 
n Affairs. 


Dear Jemmy, 


OU cannot imagine what a concern your careleſſ- 
L neſs and indifferent managemen of your affairs 
give me. Remuilinets is icexculable in all men, but in 
none fo much as in a man of buſinets, the foul of which 
is induſtry, diligence, and punctuality. 8 

Let me beg ot vou to ſhuke off the idle habits you 
ave contrated; quit unprofitable company, and un- 
ſeaſunable recreaticns, and apply to your compting- 
boule with diligence. ' It may not be yer 100 late to 
retrieve your aſfaits. Ioſpect therefore your gains, and 
cait up what proportiop they bear to your expences; 
and then fee which of the latter you can, and which 
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you cannot contract. Conſider, that when once à man 
ſuffers himſ:1t to go back vid in the world, it mult be 
an uncomm«un ſpirit of indultry that retrieves him, and 
puts him forward again. : 

Reflect, I beſeech you, before it be too late, upon 


the inconveniences which an impoveriſh'd trader is put | 


to for the remainder of his lite; which, too, may ha 

pen to be the prime part of it; the indignines be is likely 
to ſuffer from thoſe whoſe money he has anthinkingl 

ſquander'd; the cootemp? he will meet with trom 21 
not excepting the idle companions of his folly; the ig» 
Juſtice he does his family, in depriving his children, 
not only of the power of railing themſelves, but of 
living tolerably; and how, on the contrary, from 
being born to a creditable expectation, he ſinks them 
into the loweſt claſs of mankind, and expoſes them to 


the molt dangerous temptations, What has not ſuch 


a father to anſwer for! and all this for the ſake of in- 
dulging himfelf in an idle, a careleſs. a thoughtleſs 
habit, that cannot afford the leaſt ſatis faction, beyond 
the preſent hour, if in that; and which mult be at- 
tended with deep remorſe, when he comes to reflect. 
Think ſeriouſly of theſe things, and in t me reſolve on 
ſuch a courſe as may bring credit to yourlſclt, juſtice to 
all you deal with, peace and pleaſure to your own 
mind, comfori to your family; and which will give at 
the ſame time, the bigheſt ſatisfadtion to 

__ Your careful and loving Father, &c. 


LETTER XXXVII. 


The Son's grateful Anſwer. 


Honoured Sir, | 
12 you my fincere thanks for your ſea ſonable 


reproof ard advice. I have indeed too much in- 


dulged myſelt in an idle careleſs habit, and had al- 
ready begun to feel the evil conſequences of it, when 
I received your letter, in the inſults of a creditor ot 
two, from whom I expected kinder treatment. But 
indeed they wanted but their own, fo I could only 
blame myſelf, who tad brought their rough uſage 
upon me. Your letter came ſo ſeaſonably upon this, 
mat I hope it will not want the deſired effect; 7 — 


* — ” = 


, 


| oving to him by 


( * 9 


I thank God, it is not yet too late, I am reſolved to 
take ar other courſe with mytelf and my all uns, that 1 
may avoid the il] coniequences vou 16 Judictouſly re- 
ward me of, and give to my family and friends the 
pleaſure they F well deſerve at my bands, and parti- 
culacly that ſatis faction to fo guud a father, which is 


His molt dutiful Son, &c. 


— » 0 


LETTER XXXVIII. 


From a young Gentleman, Clerk to a Merchant in 
Town, to his Father in the Country, ſoliciting 
Pocket- money. 

' Honoured Sir, 


12 to you by Mr Bale, the Linen-draper, but 
not having received any anſwer, makes me very 
uneaſy. Although 1 have been as good an economiſt as 
poſſible, yet I find the pocker-muney you allowed 
me to take monthly from Mr Willis, the Grocer, is 
not ſufficient to ſupport my nec:flary expences, al- 
thoogh it was ſo at ſirſt. London is ſuch a place, that 
unleſs one maintains ſomething of a character. they 
arc ſu e to be treated with contempr, and poiut-d at ay 
objects of ridicule. I affure you fir, that I abtor every 
fort of extravagance, as much as you can deſite, and 
the ſmall matter which J aſk as an addition to your 
former allowance, is only to promote my own intere{t, 
and which, I am ſure, you have as much at heart as 
any parent poſhbly can. My maſter will ſatisty you, 
that my cor duct has been conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt 
rules of morality. I ſubmit it to your judgment what 
you thick proper to order me. I did not chuſe to men- 
tion my want -f nioney to Mr Willis, and, for that 
reaſon, have not taken any thing more than what you 


ordered: I hope you will not be offended with what T 


bare written; as I fhail always conſider mylelf happy 


in performing my duty, aod acquiring the tayour of 
| Dy honoured parents. 


I am, honoured Sir, 
Your affectiorate Son, &c. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


The Father's Anfeer. 
My dear Child, 
M* reaſon for not (ending to you ſooner was, that! 


had been on a journey to your uncle at Mans 
cheſter, where I was detained longer than I expected; 


and, conſequently, did not fee your letter till laſt night, 


I have conſidered your requeſt, and am convinced that 
it is altogether reaſonable: you are grearly miſtaken if 
you think that I wanted to confine you to the ſmall 


matter paid by Mr Willis; no, it was indeed inadvet- 


tency; but my conſtant reſidence in the country makes 
me little acquainted with the cuſtoms of London. I 
don't deſire to confine you to any particular ſum: you 
are now arrived at an age, when it becomes ab!olutely 
neceſſary for you to be well acquainted with the value 
of mon-y, your profeſſion likewiſe requires it; and it 
is well known, that prudence and ſobriety in youth, 
naturally leads to regularity of conduct ia more ad- 
vanced years. Virtue infures reſpect, and, as I well 
know, that all manner of precepts ace uſeleſs where 
the inclinations are vicious; I have left the affair, men» 


tioned in your letter, intirely to your owa diſcretion, | 


and, as the incloſed order is unlimited, I doubt not but 
prudeace will direct you how to proceed. 
I am, dear Child, 
Your affectionate Father, &c. 


LETTER XI. 


From a Daughter to her Father, pleading for her Sif 
ter, who had married without his conſent. 


- Honoured Sir, 


1 kind indulgence you have always ſhewn to 
your children, makes me preſume tro become an 
advocate for my fitter, tho' not for her fault. She is 
very ſenſible of that, and ſ:rry ſhe has offended you; 
but has great hopes, that Mr Robinſon will prove fuch 


a careful and loving huſband to her, as may atone for | 


his paſt wildneſs, and engage your forgiveneſs : * 


; 
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all your children are ſenſible of your paternal kind - 
pefs, and thot you wiſh their good more tor their takes 
than your OW! 

This makes it the more wicked to offend fo good a 
father: but det fir, be pleated to contder, that it 
flow can ot be heiped, ard that ſhe may be made by 
your dif; leoture very milcrab'e in her own choice: 
204 as his taults are owing to the 10contiler-tion of 
youth, or othcrune it Mud rot bare ben a 9 


d üucteitable match, had it had your. apprubation. 


coold bumb y hope, fi my, poor fi:ter's ſuke, that 
you will be plcaicd rather to encourage his preferit 
ood refolun cs by y ur kind favour, t an te moke 
10 deipait ot recuncihiation, and fo perhaps ticat 
der with - neglige ce, u ict hitherto the is ud aj te- 
henfive Of: ot be 18 ca y very toad v her, ani 1 
* pe will c. ntinue ſo. Yet is the dejected for her 
fault to y u, und tiihes, yet dieacs,; to have your 
leave to thruw ene elt at your feet, o beg your for- 
giveucts and bleſhag, which would make ite poor dear 
off-nder quite hñappy. 
P.rd u, ir, my irterpoſing in ber favour, io which 
my huſb. d alſu joins. She is my liter Sne is y ur 
daughtcr ; tho? fic has i ot one ſo worthily -$1] with, 


to become thet character Be plaid. fir, to to:give 


ber, however ;; «rd ally torgive me, pleading tor het, 
who am, Your ever-dutitul Daughter, &c. 


Yen — — 
— — 


LETTER 111 


The Father's Anſwer. 
My dear Na. ny, | 


OU mult believe that your ſiſter's unadviſed mar- 

riage, which the mult knew would be dilagree- 
able to me, gives me no ſmall concern; and yet 1 
wili afture you, that it aries more for my affection 
for nei, than any other cu (ideration. In her educa- 
udo | ro K all the pains and + are my cucumſtances 
wou;d admit, and often flattered myſelt with the 
hope, that the happy fruits of it would have ap- 
pearcd in her prudent conduct What ſhe has now done 


nn net vicious, but indifcreet ; tor, vou mult remem- 


ber, that 1 have often declared in ber bearing, thee 


% 
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the wild aſſertion, of a rake making a good huſband, 
was the moſt dangerous opinion a young woman could 
imbibe. 

1 will not, however, in pity to her, point out the 
many ills I am afraid will ittend her raſhnefs, becauſe 
it is done, and cann»t be helped; but with the may be 
happier than ever I faw a woman who leaped fo fatul 
A Precipice. 

Her huſband has this morning been with me for her 
fortune; and it was with much temper I told him, that 
as all (he c-uld hope tor was wholly at m diſpotal, I 
ſhould diſbu-te it in luch a manner as I thought would 
moſt conmribute to her advanteve; and that, as he was 
a (tranger to me, I ſhould chufe o know how be de- 
ſerved it, before ne had the power over what I intended 
to do for ner. He bit his lip, and, with a haſty ſtep, 
was my hu'nble fervant 

Tell the rath girl, that 1 would not have her to be 
alllicted at this benaviour in me; for I know it will 
contribute to her advantage one way or other: it he 
martie i her far ver own fake, ſhe wil find no alters 
tioa of behaviour trom this diſappointment : bur if he 
married oniy tor her money, the will oon be glad to 
find it in my puſicſhon, ta her (han ts; 

ur interpolition in hes behalf is very ſiſterly: and 
you ſce I have not the reſentment the might expect. 
But would to God ſhe had acted with your prudence! 
For her own lake 1 Wiln it. 1am 


Your loving Father, &c. 


LET: 
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SETTER XLII. 


From a young Man in the Country to a Merchant is 


London, offering Correſpondence. 


Sir, Coventry, Jan. 1, 1787. 

M* apprenticeſhip with Mr Wilſon being expired, 
during which I had proofs of your integrity in all 
your dealings with my worihy maſter. My parents 
have given me two huncred pounds to begin the world, 
but you know that is not ſufhcient to carry on trade to 
any advantage; that I might be able to fell my goods 
is cheap as poſlible, I would chuſe to have them from 
the firit hand, and likewiſe the uſual time of credit. 
If it is agreeable to you, I hereby offer you my-cor- 
reſpondence, not doubting but you will # x me as well 
3s you did Mr Wilton, and vou may depend on my 

punctuality with regard to payments. | 
My late maſter has ro objection to my ſetting up, as 
it will not be in the leaſt prejudicial to his buſiwels. I 
ſhall depend on your ſending me the following order 

as ſoon and cheap as.poſhbte, and am, Sir, | 

Your humble Servant, &c. 


—— 


LETTER XLII. 


The Merchant's Anſwer. 


Lir, Londen, Jan. 5. 1789. 


 WOURSY I received, and am extremely glad to hear 


thar your parents have enabled you to open a ſhop 

for yourſelf Your behaviour to your late maſter was 
ſuch, that it cannot fail of procuring you many 
cuſtomers. I have ſent you the goods by the Stafford 
waggon, in twelve parcels, marked X. 1; and 1 doubt 
not 
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not but you will be punctual in your returns, whick | 


will always enabic me o ſerve vou as low as poſlible, 
and with the beſt goous which I can procure. I heartily 
wich you ſucceſs in bulineſs, and doubt not but you 
well know, that none t and aſſiduity are the myſt 
hkely means to inſure it, and am, 

| Your obliged Servant, &c, 


* 
* 
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LETTER XLIV. 


From a young Man wheſe Maſter had lately died. 


—_— Tork, June 3, 1787. 
12 not but you have heard of my late worthy 
maiter's dea h. I have ſerved him as appren'ice 
and journeyman above twelve years; and as my mif- 
treſs does not chuſe to carry on the buſineſs, I have 
taken the hop and itock in trade, and ſhill be glad to 
dea with you in the tame manner he did I have ſent 

the incioſed order for payment of ſuch bills as are du 
and you may depen on punctuality with reſbect to the 
remaind-r, for which purpoſe let them be entered ag 
my debt. Pieaſe to fend the iacloſed order, and let 
the goods be the belt you have. which wi'l »blige _ 
Your huiuble Servant, &, 


— . — 
LETTER. XV. 
The Anſwer. 
Eondon, Tune 6, 1197, 
Sir, 


OURS received, and am extremely ſ>rry to heat 
of the deat of my g od friend your late maſter; 
bur, a+ the tame time, ple, ſed to lind that his buſineſs 
hs f len into fach good hands as Yours. You have 
doud'e the advantage of a ſtranger, as you are well ac- 
guaned bath with your lite maſter's trade and cuſto- 
mere which by tis deahngs with me, appears to be 
ver” exierfive. | bave fent your order in ten bale 
_mark-d OP, by the Spee6n eli of Hull, John Thomp- 
ſon ma'ter, aod vou will find them as good and 
cheap as any that are to be had in Londoa. I * 
al! 
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. 
thank you for the offered correſpondence, and fh 
on all occaſions, uſe you with honour. I with you a 


er of ſucceſs, and am, 
— Your obliged Servant, &c. 


— 
0 


LETTER XLVI. 


To a Correſpondent, requeſting the payment of a ſunt 
2 of money. 
Sir, Newcaſtle, Jan. 6, 1787. 
8 the balance of the accouot between us has 
been of long ſtanding in my favour, yet would I 
not have applied to you ai prelent, had nut a very un- | 
expected demand been made upon me for a conuderable | 
ſam, which, without your aſhitunce, is not in my power 
to anſwer. When I have an opportunity uf ſeeing you, 
I ſhall then inform you of the nature of this demand, 
and the neceſſity of my viſcharging it. I hope you will 
excuſe this freedom, which not ing bur a" regard to 
my credit and t.mily could ublige me to take. If it 
does not ſui: you to remit the whole, part will be 


thanktully received by 
| Your humble Servant, &c. 


i 8 " 4 


3 9 * 7 Lowes a 


LETTER XLVIL 


The aAnfwer. 


Sir, Berwick, Fan. 9, 1787. 
T Hare juft received yours, and am forry to hear of 
L your affliction That the account between us was 
not ſooner ſettled, was owing to the failure of two 
principal creditors. I have jult received a remittaace 
from L ndon, and am greatly pleaſed that it is in my 
N to anſwer the whole of your demand. The ba- 
ance bot u een us is two hundred and fifty pounds, for 
which 1 have ſeat incloſed an order on Mr Cath, the 
Banker. I hope you will ſurmount this and every other 


d } difficulty, and am 


_ Your ſincere well-wiſher, &c. 


E LET: 
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LETTER XLVIIL 


From a Merchant at Leghorn, to a Brother in Lender, 


defiring him to fell ſome Goods, and purchaſe others. 
Sir, 
AD to the agreement ſettled between us when 
I leit England, I have ſent by the Charming Sally, 


* Jchnſon, twelve bales of r, filk. marked A. Z. 
de ſi 


ring you to diſpoſe of them to the belt adv-n- age; 
they are warranted good, as I examined every parce 
ſeparately before thev were ſent on board. You will 
receive anincloſed order for ſeveral different articlesof 
Britiſh, manufaRures, to be ſent by the firlt ip ſailing 
for this purt, as they are much wanted at preſent. Let 
them be as good and cheap as you can poſkbly 
procure. | 
g Jam, Sir, 

Your humble Servant, &c; 


— — 


LETTER XLIX. 


The Anſwer. 

Sir, 

OURS I received, and the twelve bales marked 

A. Z. were delivered at the Cuſtom houſe. I im- 
mediately advertiſed them for ſale at Garraway's, in 
twelye different lots, but they were all purchaſed by 
an eminent manufacturer in Spital fields, for nine 
hundred and forty pounds, which I have lodged in 
the Bapk in your name. I bave likewiſe ſhipred oa 
board the Diſpatch, Captain Herrey, the different ar» 
ticles which you ardered They are in twen'y bales 
marked B. M. I am told they are the beft that can be 


bad in London, and doubt not of their giviog ſatis- 


faction. I am, Sir, 
- | Your humble Servant, &c. 


725-333-828 £-6-$-L Fl. 1 


— 


[ 
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LETTERER.L 
An urgent Demand of Payment- 
Mr Thompſon, | : 


* exigence of my affairs compels me thus im» 
portunately, ny peremptorily to write to you, 
Can you think it oolible to carry on buſineſs io the 
manner you aQ-by.me? You koow what promiſes you 
have made, and how, from time to time, you rave 
broken them. Can I theretore depend upon any new 
ones you make? If you-uſe others as you do me, how 
tan you think of carrying on bulineſs ? If you do not, 
what mult I think of the man, who deals worte by 
me, than he docs by others? If you thivk you can 
treſpaſs more upon me, than you can on others, that 
a very bad compliment to your prudence, or your 
own gratitude ; for ſurcly good ulape ſhould be in- 
utled to the ſame in'rerura. know how tv allow for 
diſappoiatments as well as any man; but can a man 
be diſappoin ed for ever? Trade is fo dependent a 
ming, that it cannot be carried on without mutual 
punctualit y. Does not the merchant expect it from 
me for theſe very goods I fad you? And can I make 
a return to him without receiving it from you? What 
tud can it avſwer to give you two years credit, and 
then be at an uncertainty, for goods wich II at 
a ſmall profit, and have only fix months credit for 
myſcit? Indeed, Sir, this will never do. I muit be 
more punQually uſed by you, or elſe mult del as 
little punctually with others: and then what mu't be 
the conſequence? In ſhort, Sir, 1 expeRt a handſome 
payment by the next return, and fe-urity for the re- 
mainder; as 1 am very loath to take acy ha!ſh mea» 
furcs, to procure juſtice to myſelf, my family, and 
treditors. For I am, if it be nt your own fault, 
Your faithful Friicnd ave Servant, &c, 


— 


— 


r 
x The Anfaver. 

Sir, X 
Acknowledge with gratitude the lenity you have 
at all times thewn, and my being obliged to diſap- 
point you fo often has * me much · uneaſiqe ſs. 2 
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go aſſure you, Sir, that I am not ſo ungrateful as my 
tonduct has gl ven you reaſon to believe. From the 
Kate of my accounts, you will find that the greatelt 
part of my property is in the hands of country deale 
who, although they ſeldom fil, ye: their times 
payment are very precarious and uncertain. How 
ever, to convince you of mv integrity, I bave ſent by 
this day's poſt an vurder for feventy pounds and next 
week you (hall receive ond much larger. The remain» 
der thal! be feni in @ very ſhort time. 1 am deter- 
mined, for the tuture, to make the rules laid down in 
your excellent letter a guide in my dealing with thoſe 
pe ple, wile dilatorineſs in making good their pay. 
ments to me, ob) ged me to difappoint you; apd to 
convince you further of my integrity, the goods which 
I order, until the old account is paid off, ſhall be for 
ready money. I doubt nt but you will continue to 
treat me with the ſame good uſage as former!y, and 
believe me to be unfeipnedly, 

— Your obliged humble Servant. 


LETTER LII. 
From a young Perſon in Trade Ie a wholeſale Dealer, 
who had ſuddenly made a Demand on bim. 
Sir, 
your demand coming very unexpectedly, I muſt 
x c 


»nfefs I am not prepared to anſwer it. 1 know 
the ſtated credit in this article uſed to be orly fout 


months; as it has been alwavs a cuſtom to allow at] 


leaſt two months more, I did not think you would 
have ſent for it till that time, and conſequently truſted 
to a practice ſo long eftabliſhed in et. 1 Sir, I beg 
you will cot ſuppaſe it is any deficiency which pre- 
vents me from complying with 8 requeſt, nor 
ſhall 1 aſk any more tran +8 uſual. If you will be 
pleaſed to let your ſervant call this day three weeks 
for the one half of the ſum. it ſhall be ready, and the 
remainder in a fortnight after. In the mean time, I 


beg that you will not Jet any word flip concerning 
this, as very livle will hurt a voung beginner. Sir, 


* may take my word with the greateſt ſatety, that 
will pay you as I have promiſed; and if you bare 
- . any 


* 
% 
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any reaſon to demand the money ſooner, be pleaſed to 
let me know, that; if l have it not, I may borrow it; 
for it I have loſt my credit with you, I hope I have not 
done ſo with all the world. ; 
I am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, &c. 


L ETT FR III. 
The Anſwer. 
10 


Si ä 

Tun is no perſon in the world, who would more 

* willingly thew — fort of 10dujg:oce to a 
young beginner then mytelt, and Im extremely forry 
to preſs you on the preſent occaſion; but I have rea- 
ſous; and although it is not always either fair, 0s pru- 
dent to mention them, yet you will give me leave tu 
aſk the following queition :>=Whethe: you have any 
dealings with an Uſurer near Mooificlis, and what is 
his name? It you give me lawistattion ou this head, 1 
ſhall not urge t. e demand I have made upen you founer 
than the time you mention; but.as it may be done at 
once, I expect yuur aniwer by the bearer, whom you 
well know, tor he was, as he inturms me, very lately 


your fervant.. 


I affure you, Sir, it is in conſidera ion of the great 
opinion I have of your integrity, that I rcter the pays 
ment of my demand to a imple anſu er to this queition ; 
but I fear that cannet be done. 


I am your Friend and Well- wiſker, &c.. 


11 


Soliciting the loan of Money from a Friend. 
Dear Sir, , | 
Believe that ever ſince you firſt knew me, you will 
be ready to acknowledge, that no perlen was ever 
more baſh ful in aſking favours than myſelf. Indeed 1 
bave always conſidered it as more plealing io an honeſt 
mind, to confer than receive a favour ; but an unex 
pected affliction in my nom obliges me to fyhcit 
Jour aſhiſtance, by the * of about forty pougds 2 
4 3 
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fix months; but on this condition, that you can ſpare 
it without hurting yourſelf; for I would by no meant 
chuſe tha: my friend ſhould ſuffer in his preſent cir- 
cum ſtances in order to _ me. Indeed, Sir, I waz 

ſome days engaged amongit my acquaintances to raiſe 

the monc v, before I could prevail with myſelf to aſk it 
from you; and that I have now done it, is from a prin- 
Ciple far more noble than any lucrative motive; nor in- 
deed would 1 have aſked it at all, were I not morall 


certain of paying it at the time promiſed. I hope this 


will not give any offence, and, as I ſaid before, if it is 
any way inconvenient, let me beg that you will refuſe 
I am, dear Sir, | 
Yours with the greateſt ſincerity, &c. 


LETTER LV 
The Anſwer. 
Dear Sir, 


12 not heſitate one moment in anſwering your 
letter, and had I known that my worthy friead had 
been in want of the ſum mentioned, I ſhould never have 
= his unaffeted modeſty to the bluſh, by ſuffering 
im to aſk it: no, fir, the offer ſhould have come from 
myſelf. However, the ſum is ſeat by the bearer; but 
Jet me beg, that if you conſider me really as your friend, 
that you will ſuit the payment to your own circum» 
ſtances, without being confined to a particular time; 
and not only ſo, but that you will likewiſe comma 
my aſliftance in every thing elſe wherein I can ferve 
you. But leaſt you ſhould think me ſtrictly formal, 


I have hereby given you leave to draw on me to the 


amount of two hundred pounds, or for any leſs ſum, 
to be paid as is.moſt ſuitable to your citcumſtances. 
I am, Sir, 
Your ſincere Friend, &c. 


— ——_ —_ 


——— 


LETTER LVI. 


F rom a Tenant to a Landlord, excufing delay of Payment. 


11 D, 
Hare been your tenant above ten years in the houſe 
where I now live, and you know that 1 have never 


WY 52 ©” = aa 


failed to pay my rent quarterly when due. At preſent 


re 


tent. 


ouſe 
ever 
ſent 
Lam 


riety of oſles and diſappo atmen:s, I am under the ne- 
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Jam extremely ſorry to iaform you, that from a va- 


ceſhry v1 begging that you wall mdu'ge ne ore quarter 
longer. By that time I hope to have it @ yp wer to 
anſwer your juil demand, aud the favour inan be ever 
gratefully acknowiedyeu by your 

Obedient humble Servant, &c. 


LETTER Ln. 


The Anſwer. 
Sir, 
T was never my deſign to oppreſs you. I have had 
long trial of your honeſty, and therefore you may 
relt pertealy fatished concerning your prefent requelt, 
No demand ſhall be made by me upo you for rent, 
until it ſuits you to pay it; for I am well convinced 
you will not keep it from me any longer. 
| Jam yours ſincetely, &c. 


LETTER LVII. 


From a Country Farmer on the ſame Occaſion. 
Honoured Sir, 


— — 


Jan exiremely forry that through a variety of un- 


ſoreſecn accidents, I am obliged to write to you on 
ſuch a ſubjcct as this. The ſeaſon laſt year was bad, 
but 1 was enabled to pay you. This has turned out 
much worſe, and it bein fo long before we could get 
the corn home, it is not fit to be fold. I only beg your 
patienc: abuut two months longer, when I hope to pay 
you faithiu ly with gratitude. 

I am, Sir, your honeſt Tenant, 
| And bumble Servant, &c, 


—_ —_— 
— 


LETTER LIX. 


| The Anſwer. | 
Inode that from the whole of my conduct, ever ſinee 
you firſt became my tenant, that you cannot have 
reaſon to alledge any thing againſt me. I never treated 
- 2 you 
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ou with rigour, as I always conſidered you as an 
induſtrious honeſt man. Make yourſelf perfectly eaſy 
concerning the payment of your rent, till | come tothe 
country in ſummer, and if things are as you have te- 
eſented them (and I doubt not but they ae) you may 
be aſſured of every reaſonable indulgence. 
I am yours, &c, 


* 


3 — 


LETTER LX. 


From an infolvent Debtor, to his principal Creditor, |. 


requejling the acceptance of a Compyfition. 
Sir, IN | | | 
WW HEN I firſt entered upon buſineſs, TI little thought 
that ever I ſhould be under the neceſity of 
writing to you on ſuch a ſubject as this; but experience 
convinces me, that it is much beiter to acknowledge 
the (tate of :ny affairs to my creditors, than put them to 
the expence of taking out a commilhon of bankruptcy, 
To you, therefore, fir, as the perſon to whom I am 
rincipaliy indebted, do I addreſs mylelt on this me- 
ancholy occaſizn, and mull freely acknowledge that 
my affairs are very much perplexed. I have been 
theſe ten years paſt endeavouring to acquire ſomerhing 
for myCll, but in vain. The variety of different ar» 


ticies which I have been obliged to ſell oa credit, aud 


the loſſes ſuſtained thereby, always kept me in low cir» 
cum:tanccs; and oiten when I paid you money, I had 
none left for the ſupport of my family. If you will be 


| can eg to employ any prudent perſon to examine my | 


books, 1 doubt cot but you will be convinced, that the 
whole of my conduct has been conſiſtent with the ſtricteſſ 
rules of honeſty; and if it ſhall appear ſo to you, 1 mu 
beg you will be pleaſed to call a meeting ot the credi- 
tors, and lay it before them. I have not ſpent any more 
than was abſolutcly neceſſary for the ſupport of m 
family, and every thing remaining thall be deliver 
up. When all this 1s done, I hope you will accept of 
it. as it is not in my power to do any more, and con- 


der me as one whofe misfortunes call for pity inſtead 


of reſcatment. 
I am, Sir, 
Your molt humble Servant, &c. 
| "LET 


"Y 
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LET TER LI. 
The Anſwer. | 
Lir, 


T is with the | — concern that I have peruſed 
your affecting letter; and ſhould conſidar myſelf as 
very cruel indeed if I refuſed to cumpiy with a te- 
queſt fo reaſonable as that made by you. I have em- 
pioyed a worthy perſon, a friend of mine, to examine 
our books, the teſalt ot which ſhall be immediately 
id before the other creditors, and if it is as you re- 
efent, you need not be afraid of any harſh uſage. 
always conſidered you as a pe: ſon of the greateit i te- 


La. and an determined to lay down a plan tor your 


ture ſupport. In the mean time. I have ſent a trifle 
todefray your expesces, till the other affairs are ſet- 
tled, am Your ſincete well-wiſher, &c. -. 


—_— 


CI . — 


LETTER ILXII. 


From a Tradeſman to a wholeſale Dealer, to delay P 
ment of a ne . NID 


Sir, 


M* note to you will be payable in ten days, «nd 


I am forry to inform you, that although 1 have 
canfiderable ſums in good hands, yet none of them 
are due theſe three weeks, wt ich is all the time I re- 
quire. It is a favour*1 never aſked of any one till this 
moment, and I hope for the future not to have any 
decaſion o repeat it. 1 am really diſtreſſed for your 
anſwer ; but as a proof of my ſincerity, have ſent in- 
cloſed three notes, ſubſcribed by perſons well known 
to yourſelf, and although they exceed my debt, yet I 
have no objection to your keeping th. m as ſecurity till 
due. Let me beg to hear from you as ſoon as this 
comes to hand, which wall greatly oblige 


Your bumble Servant, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER LXII. 


, The 1nfwer. 
Sir, 

* was extremely ſortunate for you that your letter 
arrived the day after it was written, for 1 was to 
have paid your note away yeſterday, and 1 could not 
have had an opportunity of recalling it in time tg have 
ferved you. ladeed it was imprudent not io commu» 
nicaie the neus to me foones, as your. credit might 
have been greatly affected by ſuch an unneceſſary de- 
lay. However, 1 impute it to your unwillingneſs tg 
reveal the (tate of your affairs, and ſhall keep the note 
in my hands till your own becomes due, and for that 
put poſe have returned the others. not doubting but you 
will ſcod me the money at the time propoſed, which 
will greatly vblige | 54 

; Your ſincere well-wiſher, &c. 


pt —_— 


_— 2 — »„— — ͤ — 


LETTER IxXIv. 


From a young Man wha had an Opportunity ts ſet uo 
in Bunge, but deſtitute of Money, to a Gentleman 
of reputed Bensvolence. | | 


Honoured Sir, | 


N WHEY you look at the fubſcription, you will re- 
member my fſerviog you with 

was apprentice to Mr Hopkins, Grocer, in the Strand. 
I have been a little above two years out of my time, 
which has been ſpeor in Mr Hopkins? ſervice, and the 
greatelt part of my wages have been given to ſupport 
an aged mother conſined oa a fick bed. Mr Hopkinh 
died about ten days ago. and having no family, his 
executors, who are ulmoit ſtraogers to me, are going 
to ier the ſhop. My worthy maiter has left me one 
hundred pounds in his will, but that is no way ſuf 
ficient to. purchaſe the ſtock in trade; nor will they 
give any longer credit than twelve months. Being 
well acquainted with the trade, as alſo the cuſtomers, 
aud having ſuch a fair proſpect of ſetiling in bulioels, 
I have preſumed to lay-it before you. I have oftca 


heard of your: willingneſs to ſerve thoſe under difficul | 


oods when 1 


| 
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ties, eſpecially young people beginning the world. If 

app ove of this, and will advance ſd much on my 
Jod payable in a limited time, it ſhall be as ſafe as if 
is the bands of your banker. I ſhall be as frugal and 
indull rĩaus as poſhble, and the whole of my time ſhall 
de «employed in the clofelt attendance to the duties of 
my (tation, and ſhall acknowledge your kindneſs with 
gratitude as long as I live in this world. I hope this 
will not give any offence, and if you give me Re [ 
will wait on you along with one ot the executors, that 
you may hear their 8 My character as to ho- 
deſty and fidelity will bear the ſtricteſt enquiry, as is 
teltified in my late maſter's will, and alſo by all with 
whom I have any dealings. 

I ara, 
Honoured and worthy Sir, 
Your obedieat humble Servant, &c. 


LETTER LXV. 


The Gentl:mar's Anſwer. 
Sir, 

Have juſt received your's, and although I am muck 

indiſpoſed with the govt, yet could not heſitate one 
moment in ſending an anſwer. There is ſuch an ap- 
earance of honeſty, together with ſuch an unaffectæd 
mplicity runs through the whole of your letter, that 
I am ſtrongly inclined to comply with your x- queſt, 
and happy ſhall I think myſelf it your honeſt endea- 
wurs are attended with the defired ſucceſs You need 
= give yourſelf the trouble of calling on m-, left it 
ſhould interfere wi h your buſineſs. I will either call 
on you to-morrow, or ſend a friend ro enquire into 
the particula1s. In the mean time, it gives me the 
greateſt pleaſure to hear that you have not been want» 
ing in fl1al duty to an aged parent, and while you con- 
tine to act conſiſtently with theſe principles, «nd te- 
. your conduct by the practice of virtue, you will 
are great reaſon to expe the divine bleſſing on what- 
ever you undertake. Trade is of a very precarious 
nature, and if not attended to with aſñiduitv and regu- 


nty, generally involves thoſe engaged, in the greateſt 
ulty, if not ruin. Let me beg, therefore, _— 
a nes 


| 3 1 
when you become a maſter, you will avoid mixing in 
company with thoſe who ſpend their time and ſubſtance 
in the faſhionable follies of the preſent age. Such 
practices are inconſiſtent with the buſineſs of a tradef. 
man: and I am atraid it is greatly owing to ſuch tha 
we ſee the Gazette ſo often filled with the names of 
bankrupts, who, if they had attended with aſſiduity to 
the duties of that (tation in which Providence had 

laced chem, might have been a comfort to their fami- 

ies, and aa honour t» their different profeſhons But 
although I here no fears concerning your integrity 
yet the beſt of men canaot be too often reminded of 
their duty. a | ae 

I am, Sir, your ſincere well-wiſher, &c. 


* — * 


3 — —_ 
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LETTER LXVI. 


From the Servant of a wholeſale Dealer to his Ma ſter 
in London, giving an Account of his Cuſtomers in the 
Country. 

Sir, | Mancheſter, Feb. 6, 1789. 


Have viſited the ſeveral tewns between this and 

London, where any of your cuſtomers reſide ; and 
although they complain much of the decay of trade, 
vet their payments and orders have been as well a 
could r-aſonably be expected; and indeed I think trade 
is beginning to revive. I have the pleaſure to inform 
you. that in the places where I have been, there is not 
any apbeatance ot failing; and the people have been {0 
wel! pleaſed with your goods and fair dealing, that! 
have obtained many new orders. I have likewiſe re 
ceived a dividend of twelve ſhillings in the pound of the 


who failed laſt year, and there is ſtill ſomething 
maining, ſo that upon the whole, your loſs will not be 


buſineſs in this town, and fer off to-morrow for Liver 
pool, where I ſhall expect to hear from you if you hat 
any thing particular to tranſact before I return, 
am, Sir, with duty and reſpect, , 


eſfets of Mr Cambrick, the Linea Draper, at ng 


ſo great as was at firit expected. I hare finiſhed your] ; 


Your obedient and faithful Servant, &c. [ 


LITT 
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1 LETTER LXVIL 

wa The Maſter's Anfwer. 

= Mr Trueman, 

to 1 yours, dated the 2d inſtant, at Mancheſter, 
had and am extremely glad to hear of your ſucceſs. la- 


mi- deed it has, as you obſerved, been greater than I ex- 
dat] pected. I am much pleaſed with your honelt fidelity 
ity, in tranſacting my bulineſs with lo mach care and in- 
1 of dultry: and as you are now at Liverpool, I ſhall rake 
this opportunity of intruſting you with an affair of im- 
= rtance. There is daily expected at that port, the 
hip Nightingale, . Captaia Roberts, laden with ſugar 
and Indigo from Jamaica; and as I am informed the 
Foprietors are delirous of diſpoſing of the whole cargo 
y private contrat, when you have examined the 
iter goods, I leave ir to your own difcretion to purchaſe 
: the | he whole, as I think it mult be an exceeding good bar- 
gain. If you hare not money ſuthcient, give them an 
order on me for the remainder, payable: at fight. I 
7+ ewe the whole to yourſelf, and ſhall expect to hear 
and} from you ſoon. | 
and Yours, &c. 
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form ; LETTER LXVIL 


en fol from @ Merchant Cl-rk, in London, to his Maſter, 
| in the Country. 
ſe te- Sir, 


f the (J%R not hearing fram you theſe three weeks has 
made us very uneaſy, but fill we hope you are 
8 ell. The bufine(s has been carried on ia the ſame 
Minner in which you left it: bat yetterday an order 
dame from New York for goods, to the amouat of five 
ouſind pounds and upwards. You know the Ame- 
fiat Credit, aud therefore | would nor do any thing 
lf heard from yourſelf. If you pleaſe to write b 
| nm next 'poft, 1 ſhall abide by your directions, an 
{fry thing ſhall be conducted by your order. We 
Would nor wiſh you to return before your health be 
_ 1 e 


150) 
re- eſtabliſhed, — 4 we long to ſee you every day, | y 


All the family are well, and I am, Sir, 
"Your obedient faithful Servant, &c, 


ac 
= — 


LETTER LXIX. 


The Merchant's Anſwer. 


Mr Thompſon, 
7 OURS I received this day, and am pleaſed to hear 
that my buſineſs goes on ſo well. I always con- 
fided in your fidelity, and am glad to find that 1 
have not been deceived. I am much better in my 
health than when I left Londov, although it is not yet 
perfectly re eſtabliſhed, but I hope it will be ſo in 
ſhort time. Concerning the American order I am ex- 
tremely glad to hear of it, not only on my own ac- 
count, but alſo of trade in general. Their eredit tobe 
ſure is long, but I would rather truſt our brethren i 
that part of the world two years, than thoſe who are 
our natural enemies one month. Nou may give orden 
for the different goods wanting to be got ready as ſoon F, 
as poſhble, and before they are completed 1 hope to 
be in town. I am much pleaſed to hear that all m 
ſervants are concerned for my welfare, as it will, at 
times, ue me the greateſt happineſs to make their dil. 1 
Ferent ſituations as comfortable as is conſiſtent with] yl; 
fate of ſervitude. I am 3 . 
Your affectionate Malter, &c. } fu 


| By 
— fm 
LETTER LXX. — 
5 Recemmending a Man Servant. * | 
b ir, | | 
T* RE bearer has ſerved me with integrity and fide * 


5 lity theſe three years, but having. à deſire to ſet 
tle in London, he left my houſe about à week ago, 
by a letter received from him this day, 1 find you at 
willing to employ him on my recommendation; andi 
is with the greate(t pleaſure that I comply with bis re 
queſt. His behaviour while with me was {trial 
haneſt, ſober, and diligent, and I doubt not but 


will be the fame with you. I have ſent this inclc 
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is one to himſelf, and if you employ him I hope ke 
will give ſaus faction. I am, Sir, | | 
Your humble Servant, &c. 


ä 


LETTER LXXI. 


| The Anſwer. - 
Sir, 
I Received your obliging letter in recommendation 
of the young man, and in conſequence of that have. 
taken him into my family. I doubt not, from what 
ou lay, of his giving ſatisfaction, and you may be aſ- 
Fired of his being treated with humanuy, and re» 
warded according to his merit. I am, 


Your humble Servant, &c. 


——__— 4 th. þ — 3 


From a Country Shopheeper to his Friend in London, 
deſiring him to ſend him ſome Goods. 

Sir, 
Ax friendſhip which we contraQted in our youth, 
is not yet I hope abated, alt:.ough Providence has 
aced us many miles diſtant from each other. I have 
rd of your ſucceſs in London, and it is with plea- 
ſure I can aſſure you, that 1 am comtortably ſettled here. 
But you know that our returns are ſlow and profits 
ſmall, and therefore, however willing, 1 am not in 
circumſtances ſufficieat to defray the expence of a 
urney to London, in order to purchaſe gods at the 
ſt hand; which has been attended with tome lots, 


| becauſe they are conliderably higher here. Reiyi g, 


therefore, on our former friendſhip, I have pe ſumed to 
licit your aſſiſtance, to purchaie.: from time to time, 
what goods I may happen to want from London, for 
Which an order thall be remitted on delivery. At pretent 
I have only ſent for a few articles, as you will ſee by 
the incloſed. I doubt not of your geiting them as 
_ and cheap as poſhble; and if there is any thing 
can do to ſerve you in this part of the country, you 
F3 e may 


" 
? > 


N ( 52 

may depend on its being executed with the utmef 
 Kdelity and diſpatch, I am, Sir, +2 0 
Your fincere Friend, &c. 


LETTER IXI. 
The Anfwer. 
Sir, | 


OURS I received, and am e gi-d to hear 
of your being ſo gee ſettled. There by 
a pleaſure in luoking back to thoſe 
ſpent together in harmleſs amuſements, and it gives 
me great pleaſure to think that I have it in my power 
to be any way of ſervice to my friend, The 
you ordered are ſent in the Wakefield waggon direded 
to you. They are as good and as cheap as =} to be 
had in London, and I hope you will be a conſiderable 
gainer- With reſpe& to your kind proffer of ſervice, 
I heartily thank you, and ſhall, as occaſion requires, 
trouble you with ſomething of that nature. In the 
mean time, be ſure to command me in every thi 
wherein I can ſerve you, as it will give the grea 
pleaſure to 


Your ſincere Friend, &c. 


* nn 


LETTER LXXIV. 


From a Country Shopkeeper to a Dealer in Londen, 
complaining of the badn:/s of his Good:, 

Sir, | | 

WW HEN I firſt began to correſpond with you, it 
was my fixt reſolution to act with integrity and 
honour, expecting the ſame in return. I muſt, indeed, 
confeſs, that the goods you ſent me for ſome time were 
as good as any I could purchaſe from another, and ſo 
far I had not any reaſon to complain. But now the 
caſe is quite different. The two lalt parcels you fent 
me are ſo bad, that I dare not offer them to my cul 
tomers. From what, Sir, does this proceed? have 
Jever been deficient in my payments? no, you dare 
Bot accuſe me with any thing of that nature. Hows 


ever | 


youthful days we | 


© © &a ems $g..o 


wn £025 


ſorry that my: affairs ate 


* 
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erer, 1 am obliged to tell you, that unleſs E ſend 
me others in their roo, I muſt either withdraw m 
correſpondence or ſhut up my ſhop. You may chuſe 
which you pleaſe, and let me beg to have your anſwer 
by return of poſt, as Fam in immediate want of thefe 
„and in danger of lofiag my cultomers by a de- 
Er. In ſo doing, you will oblige : 
Your well-wiſher, &c-- 


* 


rr . 
| The Anfever. 
Sir, 


J Received Yours, and am extremely ſorry to hear 
that the goods ſent you were bad. 

had ſome ſuch in my warchoute but was determined 
to ſell them at a low rate, without ever thinking of 
their being ſent t. any of my cuſt..mers, p »ticularl 
ſo valuable « correſpondent as youriett. - By lome milſ- 
take my ferva ts have in«dvycitently ſent them, for 
which f am extremely ſorry; but in order to make 
you amend3, I have ſent by this day's waggon thoſe 
which 1 had originally intended for you, at my own 
expence. I hope you will excuſe this, and be aſſured 


** 


vou ſha l never be ſctved in ſuch a manger for the fu 
Your humble ſervant, & c. 


ture, 1am, Sir, 


ä - * 


— 


, LETTER LEXVL.- 


From a Tradeſman in diſlreſſed circumflances, deſiring * * 


. a Letter Licence. 
Sir, 


T is now above ten years fince I firſt had d- alings 


with you. and during that time you well know 
that I always paid you r but at preſent am 
o perplexed, that it is not 

in my power to comply with the juſt demands of my 
ereditors, nor even to pas them aby thing until my 
affairs ate ſeitled: For that reaſon, Sir, 1 have ſent 
to you, deſiring a letter of licence for only twelve 
months, in which time 1 hope to be able to ſetile my 


I know I 


FF affairs 


* 


— ä — — — — — — — — ð—g7 x — — — — — 


* ® 


. 
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affairs to their ſatĩis faction; but if they will not com- 
ply with this am utterly ruined. Your aniwer is im- 
patiently expeRted by | 

Your obedient humble Servant, &c, 


— << ¶ F— 


LETTER LXXVII. 
The anſwer. 


Sir, | es 

OURS I received, and am extremely ſorry to hear 

that your circumitances are fo dilirefied. In order 
to comply with your requ<it, I bave called a meeting 
of your ctedudts, and | Je ubt not but they will agree 
to a propoſal ſo fair and reaſonable, of which ! ha 
give you notice. 1am, Sir, 416 

Your real Friend, &c. 


W LETTER IXI. 
To an intimate Friend to borrow Money. 


DIRAY favour me, Harry, with twenty guineas by 

the bearer, who is my ſervant. I have immediate 
occaſion; bur will repay it again whenever you pleaſe 
to make a demand. This letter will anſwer all the pur 
poſes of a note, from f 


Your obliged humble Servant, &c. 


—_— — 


LETTER LXXIX. 


To a F riend, in apology for not granting his requeſ{ to 
lend bim a ſum of Money. 


Fir, | 
I AM very forry that your requeſt comes to me at 4 


I cannot with any conveniency comply with it. 1 hope, 
Sir, You will therefore excuſe e 
3 Your molt humble Servant, &c. 


L E T- 


time when I am fo preſſed by my own affairs, that 


x + © 


Y 


make me. 
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LETTER LXXX. 


An Anfeer, in compliance with his requeft to borrow 


a Sum of Money. 


| moſt ©: carftul' 


Si ; | 
00 have highly obliged me in the requeſt you 


comply with u, and 
inclofe a note for the re quelt=d ſum, pavable at ſigat; 


20d am not a little glad it is 19 my power to ſhew you 


dow much I a 


m 


Your faithful Friend and Servant, &c. 


LETTER LEXSL. 


ment to a certain time. 


% Friend on the ſame eccaſion, limiting the re- pay · 


E intimation you give me, that the ſum of twenty 
guineas will be of great uſe to vou, and that you 


hall be able ro repay it in tour months, makes me te- 
ſolve to put myſelt ro ſome difficulty ro oblige vou. 
Accordingty, | inclote a bank note to that amount. But 
I mult, in ihe name of ſrienadjbip, beg ot you to return 
it to me unuſed, it you cannot keep your word in the 
re-payment; for my accommodating you with this 


ſum is rather, at preſent, a tettimon 
tion, than ability to ſei ve you, for I am 


Toa Friend, on a breach of promiſe, in not returning | 
Sir, 


W 


y of my inclina« 


Your affectionate Friend and Servant, &. 


_——_—— 


— — — — — 


LETTER LXXXII. 


Money lent in his exigence. 


-- 


HEN you applied to me in your ſtraits for aſſiſt - 
ance, and made ſuch ſtrong 


romiſes of return» 
four months what I advanced; little did 1 think 


Jou would give me the irkſome occaſion, either of re- 


mindin 
vich t 


g you of yuur promife. or of acquainting you 
be (traits in which my friendſhip for 


ou has in- 
relyed mylelf, I hays always ene 


to manage 


my 
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my affairs with ſo much prudence, as to keep qwithis 
myſelf the power of anſwering demands upon me, with 
out tr ubling my Friends; and I told you. I muſt ex. 
pet you would keep your word exatily to the tour 
months, or elſe I ſhould be diſtreſſed as much as you 
were when you applied to me. Six months paſſed, and 

uv took no. anner of notice of the matter, when 1 wa 
Cd to remind you uf it, having been put to i, 1 
told you I ſhould. You took a fortnight longer, under 
{till {tr unge ;/ promiſes of per tormance. And three awoek 
are now expired, and your f/econd promiſes are {hilly 
much to be performed as your firſt. Is th's kind, is this 
friendly, is it grateful, Sir, let me aſk you? And 
oughr I to be made 10 fuffer in ay credit, who was fo 
ready to fave yours When, to, mine had been in no 
danger, had I nt put out of my own power whit was 
then aQually in in? I will only Lay. that if any con» 
fideracion rema!vs with you for one fo truly your friend, 
let m- immediately be paid. and take from me the cruel 
neceſſit y of reproaching you for ingta itude, and myſelf 


for tolly. I am, Sir, 
Your unkindly ufed, &. 


* | * 
LETTER LXXXII. 


To a Friend, who had promiſed to lend a ſum of mang 
2 anſwer a critical extgence, and put it cff te it 


Dear Sir, 


You were ſo kind as to tell me, a fortnight ago, 
that you would lend me one hundred pounds 0 
my bond, to anſwer a demand that my credit would 
otherwiſe be a ſufferer by; and you were pleaſed to 
ſay, you would have me look no further, and that! 
ſhovid certainly have it in time. 1 have looked no 
| further, Sir; and the day of payment approaching, 

ou cannot imagine how my mind has {uffered by be- 
ing not ab/olutely ſure of having the money to aoſwet 
the demand I hrpe, Sir, nothing has happened t0 
make outer your mind; for, at this ſhort notice, 


I hall not know to whom to apply to raiſe it. In br I 


Th 
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utmoſt perturbation of mind, for fear of the worſt, my 


credit being wholly at (take, I beg your anſwer, which 
I hope will be to the ſatisfaction of, Sir, 
Your obliged humble Servant, &c. 


F nn a = _ — 


LETTER LXXXIV. 


The Anſwer, apologizing for his remiſſneſs. 
Dear Sit, a 
Will attend you this afternoon with the money» 
which I had always great pleaſure in the thought of 
ſupplying you with; and I am moſt heartily yexed with 
myſelf, tor giviog you the pain and uneaſineſs that muſt 
have attended a mind ſo punctual as yours, aod in a 
caſe ſo critically citcumſtanced. But 1 hope you will 
forgive me, tho' I ean hardly forgive myielf 1 am, 
Sir, as well on this, as on any other occaſion in my 
power, Your ſincere friend and ſervant, &c. 


— 


LETTER LXXXV. 


To a gentleman, who, on the flirength of a flight ac- 
1 quaintance, wants to borrow money. 
ir, 

OU did me the favour of inquiring for me two or 

three times while I was out of town; and amon 

my letters I find one from you, deſiring the loan © 
5o guineas. You muſt certainly have miſtaken yourſelf” 
or me very much, to think we were enough known to 
each other for ſuch a tranſaction. I was twice in your 
company; I was delighted with your converſation; you 
ſeemed as much pleaſed with mine: and if we both 
ated with honour, the obligation is mutual, and there 
can be no room to ſupp:ſe me your debtor. I have no 
churliſh nor avaricious heart, I will venture to ſay; 
but there mult be b-unds to every thing; and diſcretion 
is as neceſſary in conferring as in receiving a kindneſs. 
To a friend my helpiag hand ought to be lent, when 
is neceſſities require it: you cannot think our in- 
timacy enough to commence that relation ; and ſhould 
I anſwer the demands of every new . 

mou 
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hould ſoon want power to oblige my eld /riends, and 
even to ſerve my/elf. Sorely, Sir, a gentleman of your 
merit cannot be fo little beloved, as to be forced ty 
ſeck a new acquaintance, and to have no better friend 
than one of ye/ferday. I will not do you the injury to 
ſuppoſe, that you have not zany, who have the beſt rex 
ſons, from long knowledge, io oblige you: and, 
your application to me, I cannot think 4% ala 
ould ſtand in * way to them. Be this as it may, 
it does not at all ſuit my conveniency to comply with 
your requeſt; and fo I muſt beg you to excule 
Yours, &c. 


517. 


to bein the leaſt engaged to an 
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oO N 
LOVE and MARRIAGE, 


8 


— 


LETTER LXXXVI. 


02 Marriage, in an Epiſtie fram a Father to his 
| aughters. | 


Dear Davghters, 


you may perhaps imagine, that the reſerved be- 
baviour which I recommend to you, and your ap- 
pearing ſeldom at public places, muſt cut off all oppor- 
tunities of your being acquainted with gentlemen. I 
am very far from intending this; I adviſe you to no 
reſerve but what will render you more te ſpected and 
beloved by our ſex. I do not think public places ſued 
to make people acquainted together. They can only 
be diſtinguiſhed there by their looks and external be- 
haviour. But it is in private companies alone where 
you can expect eaſy and agreeable converſation, which 
I ſhall never wiſh you te decline. If you do not allow 
gentlemen to become acquainted with you, you can 
never expect to marry with attachment on either fide. 
Love is very ſeldom produced at firſt fight ; at leaſt 
it muſt have, iu that cafe, a very unjuſtiſi able founda- 
tion. True love is founded on eſteem in a corre ſpon- 
dence of taſtes and ſentiments, and ſteals on the heart 
amperceptibly. 2 

There is one advice I ſha]l leave you, to which I beg 
your particular attention. Before your affections come 
man, examine your 
tempers, your taſtes, and your hearts, very ſeverely; 
and ſettle in your own minds what are the 1equiſites to 

our rn in a married (tate; and, as it is a moſt 
mpoſhble that you ſhould get every thing you wiſh, 
come to a ſteady determination what you are to conſi- 
der as effential, and what may be ſacrificed. 


66 


If you have hearts diſpoſed by nature for love and 
friendſhip, and poſſeſe thoſe feelings which enable you 
to enter imo all the refinements and delicacies of theſe 
attachments, conſider well, for Heaven's ſake, and ag 
you value your future happineſs, before you give them 
any indulgence. If you have the misfortune (fora very 

reat misfortune it commonly is to your ſex) to have 
kuch a temper and ſuch ſentiments deeply rooted in 
you; if you have ſpirit and reſolution tc reſiſt the ſoli- 
citations of vanity, the perſecution of friends (for you 
will have loſt the only friend that would never per- 
ſecute you), and can ſupport the proſpeci of the many 
incooveniences attending the ſtate of an old maid; 
then you may indulge yourſelves in that kind of ſeati- 
mental reading and converſation which is moſt corteſ- 
pondent to your feelings, 


But, if you find, on a ſtrict ſelf-examination, that 
marriage is abſolutely eſſential to your happineſs, keep 
the ſecret inviolable in your own boſoms; but ſhun, as 
you would do the moſt fatal poiſon, all that ſpecies 
of reading and converſation which warms the imagina» 
tion, which engages and ſoftens the heart, and raiſes 
the taſte above the levei of common life. If you da 
otherwiſe, conſider the terrible conflicts of paſſions this 
may afterwards raiſe in your breaſts. | 


If this refinement once takes deep root in your 
minds, and you do not obey its dictates, but marry 
from vulgar and mercenary views, you may never be 
able to eradicate it entirely, and then it will nnbuter 
all your married days. Inltead of meeting with 
ſenſe, delicacy, tenderneſs, a lover, a friend, an e- 
qual companion, in a huſband, you may be tired with 
. infipidity and dullneſs; ſhocked with indelicacy, or 
mortified by indifference. You will find none to com- 
paſſionate or even underſtaud your ſufferings; for 
your huſbands may not viſe you cruelly, and ma 
give you as much money for your cloaths, perſonal 
expence, and domeſtic neceſſaries, as is ſuitable to 
their tortunes ; the world would therefore look upon 
y=_ as unreaſonable women, that. did not deierve to 
e happy, if you were not ſo.—To avoid theſe com- 
plicated evils, if you are determined at all events to 
marry, I would adviſe you te make all your reading 
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and amuſements of ſuch a kind as do not affect the 
heart, nor the imagination, except in the way of wit or 
humour. : 

1 have no view, by theſe advices, to lead your 
taſtes; I only want to perſuade you of the neceſſity of 
knowing your own minds, which, though ſeemingly 
very eaſy, is what your tex ſeldom attain on many im- 


which I am ſpeaking. There is not a quality I more 
anxiouſly wiſh you to poſſeſs than that collected, deci- 
fire ſpirit which reſts on iifelf, which enables you to 
ſee where your true happineſs lies, and to put ſus it with 
the moſt determined reſolution. In matters of buſi- 
neſs, follow the advice of thoſe who know them better 
than yourſelves, and in whoſe integrity you can con- 
fde ; but, in matters of taſte, that depends on your 
own feelings: Coniult no one friend whatever, but 
conſult your own hearts. 

If a gentleman makes his addreſſes to you, or gives 
you reafon to bclieve he will do fo, before you allow 
your affections to be engaged, endeavour, in the moſt 
prudent and ſecret manner, to procure from your 
trends every neceſſary piece of information concerning 
him; ſuch as his character for ſenſe, his morals, his 
temper, fortune, and tamily, whether it is diſtinguiſhed 
for parts and worth, or folly, knavery, and loath- 
ſome hereditary diteaſes. When your friends inform 
you of theſe, they have fulfilled their duty. It they 
go further, they have not that deference tor you which 
1 becoming dignity on your part would effectually 
command. Whatever your views are in muirying, 
uke every poſſible precaution to prevent their being 
Glappointed. If fortune and the picaſures it brings 
are your im, it is not ſufſicient that the ſertlements of 
ajointure and children's proviſions be amply and pro- 
per'y ſecured; it is neceſſary that you ſhould enjoy the 
ortune during your own elite The priacipal ſecurity 
Jou can have for this, will depend an your marrying a 
god natured generous man, who deſpiſes money, and 
Who will let you live where you can belt enjoy that 
pleaſure, that pomp, and parade of life, for which you 
narried him. 

| I am, &c. 


8 . E T. 


ant occaſions in life, but particularly on this of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
N 
| 
| 
| 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 


On the ſame Subjed, in Continuation. 


Dear Daughters, 


FP what I wrote in my laſt, you will eafily fee, 
that I could never pretend to adviſe whom you 
ſhould marry; but I can with great conadence adviſe 
whom you ſhould not marry. 

Avoid a companion that may entail any heredit 
diſeaſe on your poſterity, particularly (that moſt dread» 
ful of all human calamities) madaeſs. It is the height 
of imprudence to run into ſuch a danger, and, in my 
opinion, highly criminal. 

Do not marry a fool; he is the moſt intratable of 
all animals; he is led by his paſhoos and caprices, and 
is incapable of hearing the voice of reaſon. It may, 
probably too, hurt your vanity to have huſbarcds for 
whom you have reaſon to bluſh and tremble, every 
time they open their lips in company. But the worst 
eircumſtance that attends a fool, is his conſtant jealouſy 
of hi:wite's being thought to govern him. This res- 
ders it impoſhble to lead him, and he is continually do- 
ing abſurd and diſagreeable things, for no other reaſon 
but to ſhew be dares do them. 


A rake is always a ſuſpicious huſband, becauſe he has 
only knowa the molt worthlefs of your ſex. He like- 
wile entails the worit diſeaſes on his wife, and children, 
if he has the misfortune to have any. 


If you have a ſenſe of religion yourſelves, do not 
think of huſbands who have none. If they have tole- 
rable underſtandings, they will be glad that you have 
religion. for their own fakes, and for the ſake of their. 
families; but it will fink you in their eſteem. If th 
are weak men, they will be continually reazing a0 
ſhockir.g you about your principles.—If you have chil- 
dren, you will ſuffer the mot _ diſtreſs, in ſexy 
all your endeavours to form their minds to virtue and 
piety, all your endeavours to ſecure their preſent and 
oternal happineſs, fruſtrated and turned into ridicule. I 

As I look on your choice of a kuſband to be of the ib 
greateſt conſequence to your happineſs, I hope you 
will make it with the utmoſt circumſpection · Do not 


ge 


| 


= 
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pre way to 2 fudden ſally of paſſion, and dignify i: 


vith the name of love. —Genuine love is not founded 


ig caprice; it is founded in natur:—on honourable 
views, on virtue, on ſimilarity of taſte, zud ſympathy 
of fouls. If you have theſe lentiments, you will never 
marry any one, when you are not in that ſitustion, in 


point of fortune, which is neceflary to the happiueis of 


either of you, what that competency may be, can 


only be determined by your own taſtes, it would be 
ungenerous in you to take advantage of a lover's at- 
tachment, to plunge him 1970 diſt eſs; and, if he has 
any honour, no perſonal gratification will ever tempt 
kim to eater into any connection, which will render you 
vahappy. If you have as much between you as to ſa- 
tsfy all your demands, it is ſuhcient. I ſhall conclude 
with endeavouring to remove a dithcul: y which muſt 
occur to any woman of refleftion, on rhe ſudject of 


marriage. 


What is to become ot all theſe reftnemcnts 


of delicacy, that dignity of manner which checked all 
familiarities, and ſuſpended deſite in refp:&tul and 
awful admiration? In anſwer to this, I Hall only ob- 


| ſerve, that, if motives of intereſt or vanity have had 


any (hare in your refolutions to marry, none of theſe 
chimerical notions will give you any pain; navy, they 
vill very quickly appear as ridiculous in your own 
eyes, as they probably always did in the eyes of your 


buſband. 


They have bien ſentiments which have 


Joated in your imaginations, but have never cached 


your hearts. 


Bur, if theſe ſentiments have been truly 


genuine, and it you have had the lingular Eappy fate to 
mach thoſe who underſtand them, you have no reaſon 
to be atraid. 


Marriage, indeed, will not at once diſpel the enchant- 


Wo attachment, may and ought ever to remain. 


| Ment raiſed by external beauty; but the virtues and 


that firſt warmed the heart, that reſerve and de- 
acy which always left the lover lomething tart her to 
vi, and often made him doubtful ot your ſen ſibility 


The 


lumulr of paſſion will neceffarily ſubſide; but it will be 
kicceeded by an endearment that affets the heart in a 


IInuſt heck m 
hat may miſlea 


ore equal, more ſenlible, aud tender manner. But 
ſelf, and not irdulge in deſcriptions 
you, and which, too ſenſibly, awake 


remembrance of my happier days, which, per- 


» itwere bettet for me to forget for ever · 


G82 
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I have thus given you my opinion, on ſome of the 
molt important articles of your ſuture life, chiefly cal. 
culated tor that period, when you are jult entering the 
world. I have endeavoured tv avoid ſome peculiatities 
of opinion, which, from their co: tradiction to the ge- 
nere practice af the world. T might reafonably hare 
Juſpetted were not ſo weil fuunded, Bur, in wriving to 
you, I :m atraid my heart has bren too full and too 
warmly icterctted to allow me to keep this reſolution. 
This may have produced ſome embarraſſment, and 
ſome ſeeming contradiction. What I have written has 
been the amuſement of ſome ſolitary hours, and has 
{ſerved to divert ſome melancholy refleqions.—1 am con- 
ſcious I unitertock a taſk to which I was very unequal; 
but 1 have diſcharged a part of my duty.—You will at 
leaft be pleaſed with it, as the laſt mark of your father's 
tore and atteation. 

Jam, &c. 


—_— 


LETTER LAXEAXVIE. 
On Lede and Friendſhip. N 


From a Father ts tis Daughters. 


Dear Daughters, . 
Tu luxury and diſſpation which prevails in gentee 
lite, as it correp's the heart in many reſpeds. fo 
it renders it it capable of warm, ſincere, and ſteady 
ſriendſhip. A happy choice of fricnds will be of the 
urmoſt conſequence to you, as they may afhit you by 
their advice and good vfh.es. But the immediate 


gratification, which friendſhip afloras to a warm,; 
open, and ivgenuous heart, is of itfclt a ſufficient mo-] 


tive to court it. In ine choice of your friends, han 
your principal regard to goodneſs of heart and fide 
ly. If they alſo poſſeſs ratie ard genius, that W 
till make them moe agreeable and uſeful com 


parions. You have particular reaſon to place con. 


dence in thoſe who have ſhewn affection for you 
our early days, when yeu were' incapsble of mb 
— them any retuin- This is an obligation 


which you cannot be too grateful, If you have 4 
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fortune to meet with any who deferve the name 
of friends, unboſom yourſelf with the utmoſt confi- 
dence. It is one of the world's maxims, never to 
truſt any perſon with a ſecret, the diſcovery of which 
could give you any pain; but it is the maxim of a little 
mind and a cold hcact, unleſs where it is the effect 
of frequent diſappointments and bad uſage. An open 
temper, if reſtrained but by olerable prudence, will 
make you, on the whole, much happier, than a re- 
ſerved ſuſpicious one, although you may ſometimes 
ſuffer by it. Coldneſs and diitruſt are the two certain 
conſequences of age and experience; but they are un- 
pleaſant feelings, and need not be anticipated before 
their time. 
But, however open you may be in talking of your 
own affairs, rever diſcover the ſecrets of one friend to- 
another. Theſe are ſacred? depoſjrs, which do not 


belong to you, nor have you any right to make uſe of 
them. 


There is another caſe in which I ſuſpeR it is proper 
to be ſecret, not ſo much from motives of prudence as 
delicacy; I mean in love matters. Though a woman 
has no reaſon to be alhamed of an attachment to @ 
man of merit, yet nature, whoſe authority is ſuperior 
to philoſophy, has annexed a ſenſe of !hame to it. 
l is even long before a woman of delicacy dare avow 
to her own heart that ſhe loves; and, when all the ſub» 
terfuges of ingenuity to conceal it from herſelf fail, 
ſhe feels violence done both to her pride and to her 
modeſty. This, I ſhould imagine, mult always be the 
taſe where ſhe is not ſure of a return to her attach- 
nent In ſuch a ſituation to lay the heart open to an 
perſon whatever, does not appear to me conſiſtent wit 
the perfetion of temale delicacy. But, perhaps, I am 
In the wrong At the ſame time I mult tell you, that, 
point of prudence, it concerns you. to attend well 
to the conſequences of ſuch a diſcovery. Theſe ſe- 


Al Lets, however important in your own eſtimation, may 


appear very trifling to your friend, who poſſibly will 


nf. | 39t enter into your feelings, but may rather conſider 


them as a ſubje& of pleaſantry. For this reaſon, love- 
Ferets are of all others the worſt kept. But the con- 


far — ces to you may be very ſerious, as no man of 
it 


and delicacy ever valued a heart much hack- 
"FN neyed 
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neyed in the ways of love. If, therefore, you muſt 
have a friend to pour out your heart to, be ſure of 
her hoovur ard . Let her not be a married 
woman, eſpecially if the lives happily with her huſ. 
band. There are certain unguarded moments, in 
which ſuch a woman, though ye beſt and worthielt 
of her ſex, may let hints eſcate, which at other times, 
er to any other perſon than her huſband, ſhe would 
be incapable ot; nor will a huſband, in this cafe, feel 
himſelf under the ſame obligations of ſecrecy and 
honour, as if you had put your corfidence originally 
in himſelt, elpeci-lly on a fubje&t which the world is 
apt to treat fo lightly. a | 


If all other circumſtances are equal, there are ob- 
vious advantages in your making triends ol your bro- 
thers and lifters — The tics of blood, and your being 
ſo much united in one common inte eit, form an ad- 
ditional bond of union to y ur frieniſhip. If your 
brothers ſhould have the good fortune to have hearts 
ſuſceptible ot friendſhip, to poſſeſs truth, honour, 
ſenſe, and delicacy ot ſentiment, they are the fitteſt and 
molt unexceptionable confidents. By placing conks 
dence in them, you will receive every advantage which 
you could hope for from the friendſhip of men, with» 
out any of the inconven:encics that attend ſuch connec 
tions with cur ſcx. 


Beware of making confidents of your ſervants. Dig 
nity, not properly underitood, very readily degene- 
rates into pride, which enters into no friendſhips, be- 
cauſe it cannot bear an equal; and is fo fond of flattery, 


as to giaſp at it even from ſervants and dependantz. 


The molt iatnmate confidents, therefore, of proud 
people, are valets de-chambres and waiting women, 
Shew the utmalt — to your ſervants; make 
theit ſituation as comfortable to them as poſlible : But, 
if you make r1kem your confidents, you ſpoil tuem and 
debaſe yourſelves. 


Never allow any perſon, under the preter.ded fanc 
tion of friendthip, to be io familiar as to loſe a proper 
reſpet for you. Never allow them to teaz? you ol 
any ſubject that is diſagreeable, or where you hart 
once taken your reſolution. Many will tell vou that 
this reſerve is inconſiſtent with the fieedom whpc 
frier hip allows; but a certain reſpeR is as 2 

| tr:caglny 
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friendſhip as in lore: Without it, you may be liked 1g 


2 child, but will never be lured as an qual. The 
tempe: and ditpoſition of the heart, in \ cur icx, make 
ou enter more readily into fri-ndih:ps than men. 
Your natural proper ſity to it is fo (irony, that you 
often run into intimacies which vou on have fuf- 
ficient cauſe to repent.of; and this makes your fricad- 
ſhips lo very fluctuating. » | 
Another great obſtacie to the ſincetity, as well as 
ſteadinels ot your friendſhips, is the great cl.ſhing of 
your intereſts in the purſuits of love, ambition, or vas 
nity. For theſe reaſons it would appear, at Grit fight, 
more eligible for you to contract your triendthips with 
the men Among other obvious advontages of an eaſy 
intercourſe between the two ſexes, it occaſions an emu- 
lation and exertion in each to excel and be agree ble: 
Hence their reſpectwe excellencics are mutually com- 
municated and blended As their intereſts in no degree 
interfere, there can be no founJa:ion for je- louſy or 
ſuſpicion of tivalſhip. The trierdſhip of a man for a 
woman is always blended with a tenderneſs, which he 
never feels for one of his own ſex, even where love is 
in no degree concerned Belides, we a:e conſcious of 
a natural tile you have to our protection and good 
offices, and therefore we feel an additional obligation 
of honour to ſerve you, and to ob:erve an inviolable 
ſecrecy, wh: never you conſide in us But apply theſe 
obſervations with great caution. Thoulands uf women, 
of the beſt hearts and fineſt talents, nave been ruined 
by men who approach hem under tie ſpecious name 
Dit, ſuppoſing a man to have the moſt 
undoubted ho our, yet his triendihip to a woman is fo 
near a-kin to love, that, if hn be ve 2 agreeable in her 
perſon, ſhe will probably very 1 os. find a lover, where 
the only wiſhed to meet a tricnd.—Let me bere, how- 
ever, warn you againſt that weakneis ſo c:mmon among 
vain women, the imagination that every man who takes 
particular notice you is a lover Notting can expoſe 
more to ridicule, than the taking up a man cn the 


you 
Eien of being your lover, who, perhaps, never 


— thought of you in that view, and giving yours 
lves thoſe airs ſ common among filly women on ſuch 


dccaliors. I am; &c. 


LET. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 


From a young Gentleman to 4 Lady with whom be is 
in Love. 


Madam, 


1 HAVE three times attempted to give you a verbal 
celation of the contents of this letter, but my beart 
as often failed. I know not in what I:ght it may be 
conſidered, only if I can form any notion of my own 
heart, from the impreſhon made on it by your man 
amiable accompliſhments, my happineſs in this worl 
will, in a great meaſure, depend oa your anſwer. I am 
not precipitate, Madam, nor would 1 deſire your hand 
if your heart did not accompany it My cucum- 
ſtaaces are independent, and my character hitherto 
unblemiſhed, of which you ſhall have the moit un- 
doubted proof. You have already ſeen ſome of my 
relations at your aunt's ia Bond-ftreet. particular] 
my mother, with whom I now live. Your aunt wil 
inform you concerning our family, and if it is to y ur 
fatisfation, I ſhall not only conſider myſelt as ex- 
tremely happy, bur ſhall alſo make it the principal 
fludy of my future life to ſpend my days in the com- 
ny of her whom I prefer to all others in the world, 
ſhall wait for your anſwer with the utmoſt impatience, 
and am, Madam, 
Your real Admirer, &. 


— 
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LETTER XC. 
The Lady 's Anſwer. 


* — — 


Sir, 


Received your letter laſt night, and as it was ona 
ſubject I had not yet any thoughts of, you will 
not wonder when I tel] you I was a good deal ſurpri · 
ed. Although I have ſeen you at different times, 
yet I had nor the moſt diſtant thought of your making 
propoſals of ſuch a nature. Thoſe of your ſex have 
often aſſerted that we are tond of flattery, and 
mightily pleaſed to be Ns I ſhall therefore ſup» 
pole it true, and excuſe you for thoſe fulſome enco- 
M1ams 
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miums beſtowed upon me in your letter ; but I am afraid, 
were I to comply with your propulals, you would ſoon 
be convinced, that the charms you mention, and fe: m 
to value ſo much, are merely exterior appearances, 
which, like the ſummer's flower, will very ſoon fade, 
and all thoſe mighty profeſhons of love, will end at laſt, 
either in indiflerence, or what is worſe, diſguſt. You 
deſire me to enquire of my aunt concerning your cha- 
rater and family. You mutt excuſe me when 1 tell 
you that I am obliged to decline making any ſuch en- 
quit y. However, as your behaviour, when in my com- 
pany, was always 2gretable, I ſhall treaty cu with as 
much reſpect as is conlittent with common decorum. 
My worthy guaidian, Mr Melvill, is now at his feat in 
Devonſhire, and his conduct to me has been fo much like 
that of a parent, that I don't chuſe to take one ſtep in 
an affair of ſuch importance without both bis content 
and approbation. There is an appearance ot fincerity 
runs through your letter; bur there is one particular to 
which I bare a very ſtrong objection, which is this 
You ſay that you live along with your mother, yet vou 
don't ſay that you have either communicated your ſenti- 
ments to her or your other relations. 1 mult treely 
and honeſtly tell you, that as 1 would not diſoblige 
my owa rela ions, fo neither would 1, on any conli- 
deration, admit of any addrefles contrary to the incli- 
nations of yours. It you can clear up this to my ſatis- 
faction, I ſhall ſcnd you a more explicit anſwer, and 
am, Sir, 
Your moſt bedient humble Servant, &c. 


— — — 
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LETTER XCl. 


The Centleman's Anſwer to the above. 


Dear Madam, 


| Return you a thouſand thanks for your letter, and it 
is with the greatelt pleature that I can clear up 
to your ſatisfaction that matter you doubted of. Be- 
fore I wrote to you, I communicated the affair to my 
two couſins; but had not courage ſufficient to mention 
it to my mother; however, that is now over, and 
nothing ſhe ſays would give her greater pleaſure than 

to 
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to ſee me married to 2 young lady of your amiable cha. 
racer: nay, ſo far is ſhe from having any objections 
that ſhe would have waited on you as the bearer of 
this, had 1 not perſuaded her againſt it, as ſhe has been 
theſe three days afflicted with a ſevere cold, and I wa 
afraid, that if the had ventured abroad ſo ſoon, it might 
be attended with dangerous conſequences. But to cons 
vince you of my lincerity, ſhe has ſent the incloſed 
written with her own hand, and of the contents, I ſo- 
lemaly aſſure you, I am totally ignorant, except that 
"ſhe told me, it was in approbaticn of my ſuit. If you 
will give me leave to wait on you, I thall then be able 
do explain things more particularly. 

| Jam, dear Madam, 

Your real Lover, &e. 


— * 
— —— — — 


LETTER XCIL 


From the ung Gentleman's Mother to the young Lady, 
Dear Miſs, 


FF you find any thing in theſe lines improperly written, 
y »u will candidly excuſe it, as coming from the 


ä — . 


hands of a patent, in behalt of an only, beloved, and 


dutitul fon. 


My dear Charles has told me that vou have made 


ſuch an im preſſion on him, that he knows not how 10 
be happy with any one elic; and it gives me great hap» 
pineſs to find that he has placed his affections on fo 
woithy an object. Indeed it has been my principal 
ſtudy to inſtru him in the principles of our holy re- 
ligion; well knowing that thoſe who do not fear God, 
will never pay any regard to domeſtic duties. His 
dear father died when his ſon was only ten months 
old, and beiag Ceprived of the parent, ail my conſo- 


lation was that I had his image left in the ſon. 1 


gurſed him with all the tenderneſs poſſible, and even 
taught him to read and write. When he was of pro- 
per age I ſent him to a boarding-ſchool, and afier- 
wards to the Univerſity. Whilſt he was proſecuting 
his ſtudies, I was conſtantly emvloyed in recommend- 
ing him to the care of that God wheſe eyes behold 
all his creatures, and will reward and punich accord» 
ing to their merit .- Ever ſince his return from Ox- 


for d. 
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ford, he has reſided conſtantly with me, and his cos - 
duct to every one with whom he has had any connec» 
tion, bas been equal to my utmoſt wiſhes. At pres 
ſent, my dear Mits, I am in a very thickly condition, and 
although 1 have concealed it from him, yet, in all 
human probability, my time in this world will not be 
loog- Excuſe the indulgent partiality of a mother, 
"when I tell you, that it is my real opinion you can 
never place your affection on a more worthy young 
man than my ton. He is endowed with more real worth 
than thoulands of others whom I have known; and 1 
hare been told of initances of his benevclerce, which 
he has induſtriouſly concealed. I have only to add 
further, that the only worldly conlideration now upon 
my mind is to ſee him happily married, and then my 
whole attention ſhall be fixed on that place where 1 
hope to enjoy eternal felicity. 1 am, dear Miſs, 

Your ſincere well-wiſher, &c. 


2 N oy 
| e 

en, The young Lady's Anſwer. 

” Madam, 


WILL excuſe the fondneſs of a tender mother for 
her only child. Before I received yours, I had 
heard an account of your unaffected piety, and the 
| many accompliſhments of your ſon, that I was no wa 
 forprized at what you ſay concerning him. I do af- 
ſure vou, Madam, that I would prefer an alliance with 
you, before even nobility itfeif, and I think it muſt be 
my own fault if ever I repent calling ycu mother. I 
ves going 10 ſay that you had known but few pleaſures 
in this life, to be deprivec of your huſband ſo ſoon, 
ind the re(t of your life ſpent under ſo many iofirmi- 
tes. But vour letter convinceth me, that you have 
felt more real pleaſure in the prattice of virtue and re- 
fenation to the Divine Will, than ever can be had in 
any, nay, ea the greateſt temporal enjoyrrents. I 
have ſert incloſed a few lines to your fon, io which 1 
refer you for a more explicit anſwer, ard am, 
Madam, your ſincere weli- waher, &c. 
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LETTER XCIV. 


The young Lady's Anſwer to ber Lærer. 
Sir, 

1 Received yours, together with one incloſed from 

your mother, and congratulate you on the happi- 
neſs you have had in being brought up under fo pious, 
ſo indulgent a parent. I hope that her conduct will 
be a pattern for you to copy after, in the whole of your 
future life; it is that, and that only Sir, which can 
make you happy. With reſpect to myſelf, I freely 
acknowledge that I have not at preſent any reaſon to 
reje& your offer, although I cannot give you a politive 
anſwer until I have firſt conſulted with my guardian, 
Monday next I ſet out for his feat in Devonſhire, from 
whence you may be ſure of hearing from me as ſoon 
as poſſible, and am, : 

Your ſincere well-wiſher, &c. 


2 — — — 


LETTER Xx. 


From the ſame. 


_— 


Sir, | 
TP my laſt T told you that you ſhould hear from me as 
ſoon as poſhble, and therefore I now fit down to 
fulfil my promiſe. I communicated your propoſal u 
Mr Melvill, and after he had written to his cor reſpon- 
dent in London, told me as follows : 

Miſs, I have enquired concerning the young gentle- 
man. and the information I have received is ſuch, that 
I not only approve of your choice, but mult alſo con- 
feſs, that if I did not do cvery thing in my power to 


forward your union, I ſhould be acting contrary to the 


requeſt of your father when he lay on his death-bed- 


"You may, faid he, communicate this to your lover as 
ſoon as you ple:fe, and may every hardineſs attend 


you both in time and eternity | | 
And now, Sir, have I rot told you enough? Some 
might think too much; but I am determined to begin 
with as much fincerity as I could wiſh to practiſe if 
ſtanding in the preſence of my maker. To expect 
the ſame from you is reaſonable; I look for it, and 


4 
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if diſappoimed. But I wil 
not but the religious educa- 
tion beſtowed on you by your worthy mother, will 
on the whole of your future conduct in life. 
You may, therefore, lay aſide the tedious formalny of 
courthhip, aud write to me as one with whom you in- 
tend to ſpend your time in this world. 

Ever ſince my arrival here, my time has been ſpent 
in viſiting, Alus, the woods, the fields, the cot 
meditating on the unbounded goodnefs of the Almighty 
Creator. How infinite is his wiſdom ! bow unbousded 
his liberality ! Every thing in nature confpires to exalt 
bis praile, and acknowledge with gratitude their de- 

e on him. But I will not tire you with ſuch 
dull deſcriptions of real beauties. Preſent y fincere 
refpets to your worthy mother; I hope ſhe gets the 
better of her diſorder, and be aſſured that I am | 

Your's and her's, with the greateſt affection, &c. 


ſhall be very unha 
hope the belt, and dou 


— —— 


— 


LETTER XCVI. 


The young Gentleman's Anfeer. 
My dear Angel, | | 


& there any medium between pleaſure add pain? 
Can mourning and mirth be reconcited? Wilt my 
dear charmer believe, that whilft I was reading her 
leiter with the greateſt pleaſure, I was ſhedding tears 
for an affeionate parent. Thus Divine Providence 
| kes proper to mix ſome gall with our portion in life. 
It is impoſſible for me to deſcribe the variety of paſ- 
lions now itruggling in my breaſt. Ten thouland bleſ- 
lags to my charmer on the one hand, and as many 
tears to a beloved parent on the other. I conceived a 
notion of impoſſibilities: one of which I am oblig 
io ſtruggle with, the other, thanks to you, is over, 
thought I could not live without my dear and honoured * 
mother, nor enjoy one moment's comfort unleſs I 
could call you mine; but I am now obliged to ſubmic 
the one, whiltt I hav: the pleaſing proſpect of being 
| @ pol: ſhon of the other. Will my dear ſympathize 
mh me, or will ſhe bear wit: human paſſions; and al- 


\ 


all my hope of * happineſs is centered 
4 in 


2 


. {$6 3 


in you, yet I doubt not but you will exeuſe my. ſhed- 
| — 2 over the remains of a dear parent, Who 1] 


am now going to commit to the tomb. How beautiful 


are my charmer's deſcriptions of the material world! 
how elevated her ſentiments concerning the divine be» 
neficence! My dear creature, were it poſhble for me to 
_ deſcribe the many virtues of that worthy woman who 
1s now no more, you would draw a veil over the pat» 
tiality of filial duty. Her laſt words were theſe : ** My 
% dear child, I am now going to pay that debt impoſed 
© on the whole human race, in conſequence of our firſt 
« carents diſobedience. You know what. inſtructions 
I have given you from time to time; and let me 
af you to adhere to them fo far as they are confaltent 
„ with the will of God revealed in his word May you 
© be happy in the poſſeſſion of that young lady on 
% whom you have placed your affections; but may 
* both you and ſhe remember, tbat.real bappineſs is 
© not to be found in this world; and you muſt con- 
* (der your life in this world as merely a ſtate of pro- 
« bation. To the Almighty God I recommend you.” 


.—She was going on when cher thtead of life was bro- | 


ken, and ſhe ceaſed to be any more. Such was the lat 
end of my dear mother; but let me ſhift the ſcene, and 
look to her on whom 1 have pl«ced all my affeRions 
under God, and whom I hope will make a ſufficient re · 
compenſe tor all my luſſes. My mother is to be buried 
this evening, and. as ſoon as I can ſettle every thing 
with her executors, I will (as it were) fly to meet you. 
God grant that our happineſs in this life may be con- 
ducive towards promoting our everlaſting felicity here 
after. And 1 am, as before, yours while life te- 
mains, &c. 


n 


_— „ 


LETTER FWU. 


From the Lady after Marriage, to her Ceufin 4. 
marr ied. . 
Dear Couſin, | | 


| 1 HAVE now changed my name, and inſfeadl of liberty, 
fa 


mult ſybſcribe wife. What an. aukward-exprefiioa | 


y ſome? How pleaſing ſay others? · But let that-be #8 
'& may, I have been — 


—— 


; 


| 


* 


w my dear Charles hefe“ 
three} 


three months, and I can freely ackhowledge that I 


| the ſecond, by his prodigality, will make you a real 


Jou have any taſte for rural aad domeſtic hte, I doubt 


# 


| | r 
6 


never knew happineſs till now. To have a real friend 
to whom I can communicate my ſecrets, and who of 
all occaſions is ready to ſympathize with me, is what 
I never before exn-erienced. All theſe benetits, my 
dear couſin, I have met with in my beloved huſband. 
is principal care {ſeems go be to do every thiog po- 
foie to pleaſe me; and is there not ſomething called 
duty incumbent on me? Perhaps you will laugh ax 
the word duty, and ſay that it imports ſomething. like 
ſlavery ; but nothing is more falle; tor even the hie of 
a ſervant is asÞlcaſant as any others, when he obeys 
from motives ot love inſtead of tear. For my own 
part, my dear, I cannot ſay, that I am unwilling to be 
pbedicot, and yet I am not commanded to be ſo by my 
huſband. You have often ſpoken contemptuoully o 
the marriage tate, and I believe your reaſons were, 
that moſt of thoſe whom you knew were unhappy: 
but tht is an ercencous way of judging- It was de- 
ſigned by the Almighty that men and women ſhould 
live together ia a ſtate of ſociety, that they hould be- 
come mutual helps to each other; and if they are 


dleſſed with children, to aſſiſt each other in giving them 


2 virtuous education. Let me therefore beg that my 
dear couſin will no longer deſpiſe that ſtate for whi 
he was deſigned, and which is calculated to make her 
happy. But then, my dear, there are two forts of men 
ou muſt ftudioufly avoid, I mean miſers and rakes. 
e firſt will take every opportunity ct abridging your 
necefſary expances, and the ſeconad will leave y u 
nothing for a ſubſiſtence.” The firft, by his penuriouſ- 


neſs, will cauſe you to ſuffer from imaginary wants 


beggar. But your own good ſenſe Will point out the 
propriety of what I have mentioned. Let me beg that 
yeu will come and ſpend a few weeks with us; and if 


dot but you will be pleaſed. 
Lam your aſſedionate Couſin, &c. 


Hs L ET- 
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LETTER XCVIL 


From a young Merehant in London, to a Widow Lady in 
the Count TY. 
Madam, 


1 ſince 1 ſaw you at the Wells, when I was on 
24 a journey 10 Briſtol, my mind has been continually 
Tuminating on your many accompliſhments. And al- 
though it is poflible this may be rcjeRed, yet 1 can 
no longer conceal a paſhon which has preyed on m 

_m theſe fix weeks. | have been ferticd in buſinel 
bout three years, my fucceſs has been equal to my 
expectations, and is like w iſe increaſing. My family i 
zeſpeAable, though not rich; and as to the diſparity of 
vur ages, a few years will not make any difference, 
where the affections are placed on fo lovely an obje&. 
Jean only ſay, Madam, that I prefer you to all the 
young ladies I have ſeen, and it buſineſs continues 19 
acreaſe, I ſhall be greatly in want of a perſon of your 
radence, to manage my domeſtic affairs. Be affured 
Madam, that whatever time I can ſpare from the nece 

fary duties of my profeſſion, ſhall be devoted to your 
company, and every endeavour uſed to make your life 
both agreeable and happy. As you have relations in 
London, they will give you every neceflary informa- 
tion concerning my character and circumftances, al - 
though I have not the pleaſure of being known to 
them. If you will favour me with an anſwer to this, 
it will be ever eſteemed as a particuler favour, and 
acknowledged with the fincereſt reſpect, by your real 
admirer, &c. : 

King rect, Landon. 


— — — . — 


LETTER xc. 


The Lady's Letter to her Brother, an Attorney in the 
Temple, concerning the above. 


Dear Brother, f 
OU know that in all afairs of importance I have 


conſtantly ated by your advice, as I am ſtill de. 
termined to do; and therefore have ſent you incloſed 


ws >” owwfr”zs s ry 


dot think it has any great weight; upon the whole 
| N 3 "OP have 
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copy of a letter which I received by the poſt, from 
—— — ig London, whors Ibave fees at the 
Wells. His behaviour there was pohte without affc Ra- 
tion, and an air of fincerity appeared in all he faid, 
With reſpe& to the ſubiect he writes apes 1 will give 
you my own thoughts, and delay fcading an aniwes 
until I have had your opinion, | 
1 am at leaſt a dozen of years older thas him, and 
ly love contracted where there is fuck difleren 
io the ages of the parties, may terminate is want of 
reſpc& on one fide, and jealouſy on the other. Ar pre- 
ſect 3 am fo peſtered with rakes and coxcombs, that 1 
would almott willingly give ary hand to the firſt worthy 
perſon who offers. Indeed J have another rea ſon for 
entering into the marriage ftate, and that is, F would 
thuſe, as I advanced is . to have a friend ro whom 
[ might at all times be able to open my mind with free- 
dom. and who would treat me with that tenderneſs 
which my ſex ĩntit les me to- I have been a widow fix 
years, and whatever others may ſay, I bave found it 
mtended with many inconventencics, nd far from that 
pleaſing life many are ready toimagine. Bot after all, 
} wilt be directed by you, as the only real friend o 
whom I carr apply; if you think proper you may en- 
quire, and when I hear from you, I will ſend him as 
aa{ſwer. - I am your affectionate Siſler, &c. + 


—  __ 


LETTERYC.- 


The Br:ther's A; "Sa 
Dear Siſter, Fes A 


Jan glad to hear of your prudence in not being over 


haſty in an afFaiy of ſuch greatimportance, and upon 


| which your happine ſs or miſery in this world will ine» 


vitably depend. Your reafons againtt remaining any 
longer in a ſtate of widowhood are what I much ap- 
prove of, 2nd it will give me great pleaſure to promete 
your intereſts and happin- is as far as lam able. Ibase 
enquired concerning Mr Moreton, and every one gives 
bim an excellent character I have likewiſe coavrerſed 
with him, and find be is a very ſenſible young man. 
As to your objection conce ning diſparity of age, I de 
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I have bot one reaſon againſt your union, and that is, 


that there is nothing more precarious than commerce, 
and the merchant who to-day has unlimited credit, 
may be to morrow in the Gazette. I do not urge this 
in order to prevent your happineſs; but only that whilft 
you are tree, you may take ſuch meaſures as to ſecure 
a ſuſhciency againſt the worilt. I would by no means 


feeras every way worthy of your choice, and I real 
think it may be for your mutual happineſs. The 
r Siſter) are my ſentiments concerning this affair; 
ut remember I leave it entirely to yourſelf, not doabt- 
ing but you will proceed with the ſame prudence you 


have begun. | 

812 I am your affectionate Brother, &c. 
P. 8. I would advife 2 to write to the young Get» 
Heman as ſoon as . | 


=. 
- 
. 0 
3 
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. From the Lady to Mr Moreton. 
Cf ry 


Received your letter, and my reaſen for delayiag the 

anſwer ſo long was, that I wanted firſt to conſult my 
brother, whoſe anſwer I had by the poſt yelterday. I 
freely acknowledge that you are far from being dif- 
agreeable, and the advantage on your part with reſpect 
to accompliſkments are, I think, ſupericr to thoſe on 
mine. Bur theſe are but ſmall matters when compared 


with what is abſolutely neceſſary to make the marriage | 


Kate happy. I mean an union of minds. Neither of us 
have had many opportunities of converfing together, 
and at that time you had not mentioned any thing 
thic. I have no objection againſt marr yi were 1 af- 
fore J of being no worſe than at preſent; bu 
Fuch a variety of unforeſeen accidents daily happening 
In the world, and all confpiring together to promote 
Aiſſenſions in families, thai we never can be too careful 
NR to fix our choice. 1 ſhall not, Sir, from what! 
have ſeen of your behaviour, and heard of your cha- 
aKer, have. any objedtion againſt your requeſt ; but! 


oled } am afrmd you bare been rather too n 


. diffuade you from complying with bis requeſt, as be 


5 572 <= Þ 50) ki 


d there are |. 


Kerr enen 
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i r choice, and although my perſon may have en- 
8 2 your attention, yet I am afraid, all thoſe charms - 
i, you ſo much extol, are not ſufficient to keep — loyal 
is to the marriage vow». But I will hope the beſt, and 
It believe you as virtuous as you are repreſented; nor give 
rw © my hand to any other but you. la the mean" time, I 
ns fall be glad to hear that you continue your viſits to my 
he | brother, you will find him one of the moſt worthy per- 
| ſons you ever converſed with, and much eſteemed for 
. his knowledge ia the law. I have now given you leave 
rs | to write as often as you pleaſe, as I hope all your let- 
br- | vers will be agreeable, and as for the time fixed for any 
ou | thiog elſe, 1 ſhalt leave it 3 to be ſettled by 
yourſelf and my brother, aud am, dear Sir, 
5 i Yours hacerely, &c. 


; — wt. 
Act. te res, iti. — _ A 


— — — — — 
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LETTER Cc 


From a young Gentleman, in expectation of an E 
from his penurious Uncle, te a young Lady of fal 
Fortune, defiring her to elope with him to Scotland. 


My dear Maria, 


Y Uncle's laying his injunftions upon me not to 
fee you more, has only ſerved to add fuel to m 
ſton. I cannot live without you, and if you perfil 
in refoſing to comply, I am miſerable for ever. I pay 
no regard to his threatenings, when put in competition 
with the love I have for you. Don't be afraid ot po- 
yerty ; if he ſhould contioue inexorable, I have {till - 
education ſufficient to procure a genteel employment 
in one of the public offices, where I may riſe to prefer» 
ment. Therefore, if ever you loved me, let me beg 
that you will not make me any longer unhappy. Let 
me entreat you by all that's dear, that you will comply 
with my requeſt, and meet me at fix on Sunday even- 
ing. at the back door of the garden, where a chaiſe 
and four will be ready. I will fly on the wings of love 
to meet my charmer, and be happy in her embraces for 

ever, I am your dear Lover, &c. 


LET> 


=. 
LETTER Ci 
fir . The Lady's prudent Anfwrr. 


FF ROUGH horeuyhly confcious, in this act. I make 
2 breach of thoſe laws ſaid to be laid down for 
lovers, eſpecialty fuch of our fex as would rather be 
celebrated for a romantic turn of mind, than for what 
is far more preferable, a prudent decorun, yet, I cag- 
not but be perſuaded, there may occur fuch a crifts, as: 
may mae it confiltent with the ſtricteſt rules of honous 
and juſtice; which at leaſt ought to be put im the 
balance, if not outweigh: whatever cuſtom may have 
prefcrived. Thar fuch a crifrs now exilts, your letter 
and former concurring teſtimonies make manifeſt. For 
have too high an opinion of your integrity, to doubs 
their truth; and believe me, when I aſſure you moſt fo- 
lemaly, I place theiv validity to that account, and not 
20 a miltaken notion or conſciouſneſs of my own merit, 
No, Sir, tis from a too ſenſible convicion of your 
owninuriouserror of your paſſion, I have been induced 
to commit this violence to my ſex—T had almoſt ſaid to 
my ſentimeats, io ng yes to delilt, ere it be too 
late, io the purſuit of a palſion, that cannot but bring | 
with it a train of inevitable miſeries, ſince it muit be at- 
tended with the violation of your duty to that relation 
to whom you are bound to pay implicit obedience, by 
the laws of nature, gratitude, and heaven. I will not 
offend your delicacy, in urging thoſe of intereſt and 
dependency, though each conſideration ought to have 
its prevalence, againft makiag a facrifice of it to an im- 
petuous paſhon for one, whoſe ſingle deferrt is, that ſhe 
dreads your indigence more than the regrets that of the 
VUafortunate, e 


— 


2 


ESBEPEY S5pQ520Q% raerrresas ze. 


— 


th. — 


LETTER CIV. 


From a young Officer in the army ts a Cenilemas's | 
| aughter, with whom he is in love. 
| Dear Sophia, Mancheſter, Feb. 8, 1787. 
WHEN our regiment received orders to march from 
Saliſbury, I was almoſt in @ ſtate of . '@ 
| 9 1 
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' | Wlzer will eicher ſecure the one, 


( 8: ) 
To be forced to leave her who is already in poſſeſfion 
of my heart, and ſeparated to ſuch a diſtance, had al- 
melt induced me to give up my commiſhon; nor have 1 
gay refource Jett but that of the pen · After a long and 
tedious march we arrived here, where we are to remain 
till oext ſummer. But alas! how infignificant are all 
the allurements of the place, and the gaiety of fellow 
officers, when compared with tte pleaſing moments 
ſpent in your company. How long, my dear, muſt 1 
be unhappy !- wil! not your ſympathizing nature pity 
my diltracted mind? How lamenting the thought, that 
whilſt 1 am writing this, ſome more fortunate lover may 
be makiog his addreflies to my charmer, and even ob- 
tainiog 4 place in her heart: but what am I faying? 
Whither does my delirium drive me? No, my angel, 
I know the generoſity of your nature; I dare not ſuſ- 


"pet your hncerity, and will ſtill believe you mine. The 


principal gentlemen in Mancheſter invited the officers 
of our regiment to a ball, and all but myſelf conlidered 
the entertainment as a very great honour, each danced 
with his partner as I was told. In order to avoid the 
company, without giving offence, I mounted guard for 
the day, and enjoyed myſelf, cither thinking of you, 


or converſing with the ſoldiers. 


According to my promiſe, 1 have ſent the incloſed to 
your father, and 1 doubt not of his being ſurprized, 
nale ſs you have mentioned it to him. I am impatient 
for his au ſwer as well as yours. My unclehas promiſed 
to procure me preferment as ſuon as the parhament 
meets, Adieu, my charmer, let me hear from you im- 
nediatel y. I am yours for ever, &c. 


——_— 


LETTER CV. 
The Officer's Letter to the Lady's Father. 


Honoured Sir, 


Y ouR generolity to me whilſt our regiment lay at 

Saliſbury, will ever lay me under the higheſt ob- 

ligations; but at prefent I have ſomething of a more 

important nature to communicate, upon which all my 

dappineſs ar mifery in this world 12 2 
or 
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The many amiable accompliſhments of your beloved 
Sophia, ſtole inſenſibly on my heart, and I found myſelf 
paſſionately in love, befure I was able to make a declz 
ration of my ſentiments, nor did I do it until the day 
we were ordered to march. I hope you will forgive my 
not mentioning it to you; [ was really ſo much agitated; 
as ſcarce to be able to attend my duty. I doubt not 
but one of your ſenfibility knows what it is to be ig 
love. Your daughter, I freely acknowledge, is adoragd: 
with ſa many virtues, that ſhe is entitled to the belt 
huſband ia England; and Ir dare not hope to 
merit thit appellation, yet I will make it my conſtant 
ſtudy to promate her happineſs. 

I have often told vou that my parents died whilſt I 

as yung, and left me to the care bf an uncle lately: 
returned from the Eaſt-Indies, where he had acquired! 
a conſiderable fortune. My inclinations led me to ihe} * 


army, and my uncle procured me a commiſhon. Ever} b 


ſince he bas treated me as his own fon, and, being 2 
batchelor, has made a will in my favour. He is now 
member of parliament for T , and has given me 
leave to chuſe a wife for myſelt, without any other 
qualification beſides virtue. I have written to him com- 
cetning your daughter, and his anfwer is, that he ſhall 
conſider are as extremely happy in being connected with 
ſo worthy « family as yours. I hope you will not have 
any objection againit my being in the army. It was 
2 my own choice, and I doubt not of rifiagia | 
time to the command of a regiment. There is a fort of | 
reverential fear upon my mind, whilſt 1 am writing te 
ſo warthy a perſon as the father of my beloved Sophia. 
Dear Sir, excuſe my youth, and tne violence of my} 


paſhon. Let me beg your anſwer, and O! let it cos: 
tain your approbation. 


1 am, hogoured Sir, 
Yours, with the greateſt reſpeQ, &c. 


LETTER Ci. 


The yourg Lady's letter to her Lover. 
Dear Billy, 


OT more welcome is the appearahce of an ms i 
| a weary traveller, than your kind letter wa A 


bh 
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me. Bat how is it poſſible that you ſhould harbour the 
leaſt ſeſpicion of my fidelity? Does my Billy ima- 
gine that I would ſuffer the addreſſes of any fop or 
toncomb after I was bound in the moſt ſ-lemn man- 
ter, | mean by promile, and be aſſured, I pay the fame 
regard to my word as my oath. If there is ever an ob- 
ftrution to our love, it mult ariſe from yourſelf. My 
affections are too permanently fixed ever to be re- 
moved from the beloved object; and my happineſs or 
miſery will be in proportion to your conduct. The 
— from my father, will, I hope, be agreeable, I 
have not ſeen it, and therefore can only judge of its 
contents by the converſation laſt night at ſupper. 
When your letter was delivered, my hogoured father 
was extremely ill of a cold, ſo that I did not deliver it 
to him till next morning at breakfaſt. He retired to 
dis cloſet to read it, and at dinner told me he would 


| deliver me an anſwer in the evening Accordingly 


iter ſupper, and the ſervants being retired, the beſt 
of parents ſpake as follows: My dear child, from the 
principles of that education which you have rec-ived, 
doubt not but you mult be convinced that it is my 
daty to promote your in ereſt as far as I am able, and 
how far my condudt as a father has been conſiſtent with 
that rule, I appeal to yourſelf; your owr conſcience 
will wüneſe, whether I have not at all times ſtudied ro 
promote your intereſt, and it is with ple:ſure that 1 


of dow ſay, that your filial duty was equal to my higheſt 


aiftes.—With reſpect to the ſubject of the letter you 
gave me this morning, I can only ſay, that I have 
— to your complying with the young gen- 
man's requeſt, as I think it may be for vour mutual 
happineſs. Indeed I had ſome ſuſpicion of it Le fore he 
left this place; but er convinced of his merit, 
I was almoſt aſſured no ſtep of that nature would be 
taken without my conſent. That confent you now 
have, and even mv approbation. May you both be as 
ppy as I wiſh, I defire no more. Here the good man 
topped, tears t-indered him from proceeding, and me 
om making a reply. A ſcene of tenderocſs enſued 


| which you may feel, although I cannot expreſs it. 


own letter will convince you, and you may make 


vhat uſe of it you pleaſe. 


I can- 


9 
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I cannot conclude without mentioning your condud 
at the Mancheſter ball. Was there none among f{@ 
many beauties able to attrat my Billy's notice ; and 
will be at all times prefer my company to that of the 
gay and beautiful? I will hope ſo, and happy ſhall I be 
if not Comms. In | of hearing from you 


ſaon, I ſhall ſubſcribe myſ 
Yours for ever, kc. 


LETTER Cuil. 


The Father's Anſcwer to the young Gentleman, 
My dear young Friend, 


22 fince I firſt had the pleaſure of your co , 

1 confidered N as a young gentleman of real 
merit, who would not be guilty of an ungenerow 
action; and to that was owiag .:ot only the reſpect l 
always treated you with, bur, alſo the common in 
dalgence to converſe freely with my daughter. Tea 
freely excuſe your not communicating your ſentiments 
to me before you left this place. Your ardour v 
ſomewhat precipitate, and as you well obferve, l 
know what it is to be in love. The account of yout 
uncle and family I know to be true, for I met with 
that worthy perſon who is your benefactor, a few day 
ago, at the Red Lion, in this city, and he confirms the 
truth of all you have written. My dear Sir, if ever 
you live to be a father, you will know what I feel on 
the preſent occaſion : A willingnefs to give her to you; 
from a firm pet ſuahon of your merit; and anxiety for 
her preſervation from a conviction in my own mind, 
that there is nothing permanent in this world. Hows 
ever, Sir, you have my free confent ro marry my 
child, and may the Divine Providence be your gvidt 
in the whole of your progreſs through this life. My 
Ul (tate of health ſerves as a monitor to inform me, 
that my time in this world will be but ſhort: and. 
there is nothing would give me greater pleaſure than 


— 


to ſee my dear Sophia happily ſettled, before I rewe 
to the. land ot forgetfulneſs, where the wicked ceaſt 
from troubling; and where the weary, are at rejt. Hos 
great, Sir, is the charge which I commit to your care; 


the image of a beloved wite long ſiace dead, * 2 | 
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of my declining years. Her education has been 
conſiſtent with her rank in life, and her conduct trul 
virtuous. I have not the leaſt doubt of her conjuga 
duty, and your felicity in acting conformable to the 
character of a huſband. Upon that ſuppoſition I leave 
her entirely to vou; and as ſoon as you can obtain 
leave from tne Colonel, I ſhall expect to fee you at 
this place, to receive from my hands all that is dear to 
me in the world. Your uncle has likewiſe promiſed 
to be here, fo that all things are according to your pto- 
ſeſſed wiſhes. 

I am, Sir, yours ſiocerely, &c. 


nnn... 


LETTEREE cus. 


From a young Man, juſt out of his Apprenticeſhip, ts 
bis Swwectheart, a Seruant in the Neighbourhood. 
Dear Sally, 


Have been long in love with you, but was afraid to 
tell you. When 1 go with you to Dobney's, or 


| Sadler's Wells, F am almoſt like a fool, and altogether 


unit for company. I think of you all day, and at 
night 1 dream of my dear Sally. I am well ſettled in 
work, and my wages are cighteen ſhillings a week. 
You and I can live on that, and I ſhall bring it home 
untouched every Saturday evening. I will not go to 
any ale-houſe, but as ſoon as my work is done, return 
home to my dearly beloved Sally. I hope, my dear, 
you will not be angry, for | am really in love. I can- 
not be happy unleſs you are mine. I was afraid to men- 
tion this to you, but if you will leave an anſwer at my 
lodgings, I will meet you next Sunday after dinner, 
at the Shepherd and Shepherdeis, when we will take a 
walk to Hornſey houſe to drink tea. How happy ſhall 
de to hear from my charmer; but a thouland times 


' more to think ſhe will be mine. 


Jam, my Dear, your real Lover, &c. 


I. ET. 
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LETTER CIX 
The Anſwer. 


Dear Jack, 


Received your very kind letter, but 1 don't know 
what to ſay in anſwer. Although I would be glad 
to marry, yet you men are ſo deceitful that there is 
no ſuch thing as truſting you. The, e is Tom Timber, 
the carpenter, and Jack flammer, the ſmith, who have 
not been married above fix months, come home 
every night drunk, and beat their wives. What a 
miſerable life is that Jack, and how do I know but you 
might be as bad to me? How do I know bur you, like 
them, may get drunk every night, 2nd beat me black 
and blue before morning? 1 do aſſure you, Jack, if! 
thought that would be the cafe, I would ſcrub floors, 
and {cour ſaucepans as long as I live. But poſſibly you 
may not be ſo bad, for there is Will Cooper, the bra- 
zier, and Jack Trotter, the a%-man, are both very 

| happy with their wives; they are both home-bringin 

| huſbands, and have every day a hot joint of meat, a 
a pot of beet. 1 know not vet what I ſhall do, but as1 
like a walk to Harnſey, Iwill meet you at the Shepherd 
and Shepherdeſs-on Sunday after dinner, and then we 
will talk more of the matter. 


1am, dear Jack, 
Your molt humble Servant, &c. 


— — 


* 


ern e. 
| Frem a Gentleman. 
Madam, | 2 
IE a queſtion among the ſtoicks, whether tie 
| whole of human life afforded moſt pleaſure or paia! 


oo part. I have always wiſhed to conlider 
inthe faireſt light, but T often find my reſ-lutiev 
ene and when I thick to act the philoſopher, 
fee mytelf nothing but a man. When my late — 


Ea 


1 
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ears ago, I pro 
of England, that by mixing with (trangers, my thoughts 
igoht be led trom fruitleſs reflections on te lots | had 


died, about two ſed making the tout 


mi 

ſuſtained; a lols which none but myfell knew. It is 
true it has been fo far ſucceſsful, that it has taught me 
two things;. firſt, reſignation to the will of heaven; 
and ſ:condly, that 1 am ttill unhappy in the want of a 
ſemale partner. The agiceable company at the houſe 
of your worthy brother, obliged me 10 ſpend more 
time at York than I at firſt intended, nor did I know 
until I bad proceeded ſome miles, that 1 ſhould be 
obliged once more to return. In ſhort, Madam, I-am a 
ſecond time in love; and although you may be diſpoſed 
to laugh, yet | aſſure you that l am ia real earneſt, your 
own dear felf is the objzet; But perhaps you will aſk, 


bow happens all this? Ianſwer, that I can ot tell how 


u happens. But 1 am really fond of domeſtic life, and 
am once more reſolved to aker my condi ion. I cannot 
flatter, and 1 think both you and 1 have lived long 
enough to judge for ourſelves. There was ſomething, _ 
plealed me much ia the prudent manner you conducted 
the affairs of your brother's houſe; but as he is on the 
point of being married, that employmeat will ceaſe 
when the other event takes place. I did not hear that 
ou was engaged by promile to any other; and as you 
ave heard ſomething concerning my family, character, 
and circumiltances, you are more able to judge whether 
my preſent propoſal is ſor your intereſt or not. Incaſe 
you have any objectioas to my having children, I can 
wy ſay, that they will be eaſily anſwered. I have 
told you before, that I bave only two young daughters, . 
now at a boarding ſchool, and I have ſettled cach of 
their marriage portions, and the remaiader is entirely 
for myſelf; and without being any real prejudice to my 
children, is more than ſufficient for us both. As to 
the common objection againit being a ſtep-mother, I. 
think it may be caſily anfwered when I tell you that 


Joy children will treat you with all manner of reſpect. 


I do nut imagine you can eiteem me the worle for 


loving my chiſdren; I have too good an opinion of you 
do think to; and as for the odious appellations uſually 
thrown out againſt ſtep-mothers, they can only be 
conkdered, by a lady of your ſenſibility, as the effect 
WE prejudice, operating * vulgat minds, nn 
8 | | 2 y 


. 
* 
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by the condutt of ſome inhuman wretches who are 4 
diſgrace to ſociety, and who would have acted in the 
fame manner had they been placed in any other ftation 
in life. Your own good ſenſe will point out the pro- 
priety of what I fay. From what 1 have written 
will be able to judge whether or cot the propoſals ! 
have now made are apparenily for your real advanta 
All that I deſire is to hive in amity and friendſhip, with 
the woman on whom I have placed my affections, as lon 
as I am in the world. Every thing in my power ſhal 
be exerted to make you as happy as poſhble, as I thiak, 
if Jam not miſtaken, every part of your conduct will 
entitle you to it. I hope you will not defer ſending me 
an anſwer, as I ſhall wait for it with the utmoſt 


impatience. I am, Madam, | 
Yours ſincerely and affectionately, &c. 


LETTER C. 


: The Anſwer. 
Sir, 

1 Have juſt received your letter, and for my own pan 
mult ſay, that you have acted the Philoſopher ex- 
tremely well. I thought that love letters had not 
uſually been extracted from Seneca or Epictetus; but 
why do I wonder, when even a lady now alive wem 
through the drudgery of learning the Greek language, 
in order to acquire the honour of being the tranſlaior of 
the latter. However, ſhe has got far enough, and! 
have not any intention of fallowing her, but thall con- 

lider my lover's philoſophical letter. 


Whilit you remained at our houſe I muſt acknowJ 
led ge that your company was agreeable; and your . 
fidunty to pleaſe aroſe from a conſciouſneſs of your 
merit as a gentleman, although at that time nenhet 
my, brother nor myſelf had the moſt diſtant thought 
of ever hearing ſuch a propoſal as your letter conta 
It is our common practice to entertain ſtrangers in WE. 
ſame manner we did you, which is cor. filtent with O tre 
Engliſh hoſpitality, and ſomething like the gopdudt A 
the ancient Patriarchs. - 


mother was their father's former wite. 


1 


The propoſal which you have ſent me is of too ſe- 
rious a nature to be treated lightly, it requires to be 
conſidered with the greateſt attention; efpecially as a 
wrong {cp of that kind not only deſtroys all hopes of 
temporal happinels, but what is infinitely worſe, often 
endangers tl.at which is eternal. I doubt not but you 
have {cen many fatal inſtances of this melancholy truth, 
viz. That thoſe who were bound by the molt ſolemn 
engagements to go hand in hand, through affluence and 
poverty, have often prevented the one, and haſtened 
thoſe afflidions inſeparably connected with the other. 
The conſideration of thoſe things preſents us with a 
glaring proot of the corruption of human nature in ge- 
neral, and particular}y its molt deſirable tare, pretended 
Conjugal Felicity The cauſes from which unhappineſs 
ariſes in familic: are various; and although 1 never was 
a wife, yet I have ſeen many fatal iaſtances of their 
pernicious eff. As. You yourlelf ſeem to be aware of 
this in the objections lated in your letter; and althorgh 
I have convincing proofs that your circumſtances are 
conſiſtent with your repreſentation of them, yet the 
ſecond ubjection is not fo cally anſwered, nor indeed 
have you done it to my ſatisfaction. Your anſwers to 
the common objections made againſt hep mothers are 
altogether rational: they are what reafun will at all 
times dictate, and prudence, on cvery occaſion, re- 
quirez but you wil! excuſe me if I tell yeu fincerely, 
that even in the opinion of the thinking part of the 
world, the life of a (tep-mother is far more difagreeable 
than you endeavour to perſuade me. All eyes are upon 
them, and even their virtues are often coaltrued into 
taults. I acknowledge that it could never enter into 
the mind ot. rational creature (I mezn one who is really 
ſo) that a woman ſhould ryrannize over two or three 
erphans, for no other reaſon fave only that their 
This would 
ptove her guilty of three of the moſt odious crimes, 
eavable of betag commuted in rhe conjugal itate. Firſt, 
muumanity to the deceaſcd mother; fecendly, cru: ity 
to the ſurviving children; and liftly, a total diſreſpect 
for her huſband : for what woman would eſteem the 
man, or what regard could the think he would have 
For her children, if he did not treat, or cauſe to be 


treated with teaCernsis, thoſe who were bora of a 


C8, | woman 
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woman equally dear to him as herſelf. But you know, 
Sir, that we live in the world, and few I believe would 
chuſe to have their lives rendered unhappy, if they 
could poſhbly avoid it. Your character circumſtances, 
and accompliſhments might entitle you to a much bettet 
wife than me; but I confeſs the above reaſons weigh 
ſtrongly in my mind againſt ſuch a connection, and 
unlels they were anſwered more to my ſatisfaction 
than what you have already dene, I ſhould chuſe ſtill 
to remain as I am. In the mean time, I ſhall be glad 
at all times to hear from you, and am 


Your ſincere well -wiſher, &c, 


LETTER CXII. 
The Gentleman's Reply. 


Madam, 1 | 


| Lon: always thought, that there are none mote 
ready to condemn the conduct of others than thok 
who are molt guilty themſelves, and of this your letter 
is a convincing proof. Do not be ſurprized, for I an 
really in earneſt, You have accuſed me ol ating 


the Philoſopher, whilſt you ſeem much better ac-F 


quain ed with thoſe ſages than myſelf. But pray, 
madam, is it any great fault to write a love - letter in 4 
ſerious ſtrain? Or, ſhonld every thing on that ſub- 
ject be only a jumble of incoherent nonſenſe? Should 
the lover divelt himſclf of the man, and becauſe he 


prefers a woman to the reſt of her ſex, mult he aft] 


the part of a fool to obtain her? I dare venture to ſay 


. will anſwer in the negative. Your letter contains | 


o many prudential reaſons for refuſing my offers, 


that I ſhould be (tupid indeed, if 1 did not conſider} 


them as the reſult of a well-informed judgment. All 
the obje ction 1 have againſt them is, that they appear 
too much grounded on popular cenſure. I believe 
you are well acquainted with the world, and you 

now that the belt actions have been miſrepreſented, 
and the molt amiable characters traduced. Nor hs 
this been confined to any one fingle ſtation in life, it 
has diffuſed itſelf through them all; and although in 
baletul influence has often readered innocence miler- 


able, 


Dr 


ting 
. 


| 


| 
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able, yet the prudent will deſpiſe it, with that con- 
tempt it ſa juſtly merits. Virtue is its own reward; 
and happineis 

—-Deaf to ſol!y's call, 

Attends the 6 dey [4 of the mind. 


Whilſt a woman of your great good ſenſe has the an- 
ſwers of a good conſcience in approbation of your con- 
duct, how inſignificant mult the enviuus cenſures of 
malice appear, when compared with real peace of 
mind. Indeed I think you have carried your objec- 
tions againſt — ſtep- mother rather too far, and I 
think 1 ſhall no: be guilty of blaſphemy when I call 
your refinement. of ſentiment Falſe Delicacy. How- 
ever, as I ſaid before, I am really in earneit; and it I 
have not forined an erroneous judgment, you are the 
only perſon I have yet coaverſed with, fince I became a 
widower, with whom I think I can live happy. Aad 


will you, Madam, be fo cruel as to remain obitinate in 


rejecting my ſuit. I do not think it is confiltent with 
your geod nature; asd although | think it is beneath 
a generous mind to purchaſe a wife, yet | ſhall be wil- 
ling to make you a ſettlement equal to your wiſhes, 
belides « ſufficiency for your children, if we ſhould be 
bleſſed with any. Your anſwer to this is impatiently 
expected by 


Your real Admirer, &c. 


. te 


LETTER cxin. 


From the Lady in Anſwer. 
Sir, 

| Peruſed your letter, and begin to be afraid that 1 

have tampered with you too long to conceal the 
real ſentiments of my mind from one ſo juſtly intizled 
to know them as you are. My objections, I affure you, 
Sir, were not the effect of levity, but arofe from the 
moſt mature deliberation ; nor would Jon any account 
impoſe on the man to whom 1 intended to give my 
hand, and conſequently my heart. This would have 


been a crime attended with more agg-avating cit cum- 
ſtances than any which you have mentioned, and Jeſs 
under 
hat- 


iatitled to an excuſe, Hypocriſy is the fame 
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whatever character it appears, ard the perſon who is" 
il y of it in the ſmalleſt matters, will be equally ſo 
in the greatelt. Your an{wer to my objections are al- 
together iatisfaftory, and 1am now convinced that ! 
may be your wite. and at the ſame time, at leaſt a no, 
minal mother to your hildren: I fay nominal, for al- 
though I ſhould on all occaſions conlider myſelt ob- 
hged to at with humanity to your children, as well ag 
my own, vet I may ſti}; be named by the above appel“ 
lation. However, «s your perſyn, c mpany, and con- 
verſation were agreeable; and as your charatter Rands 
unimpeached, I am almoſt inclined to try that lite to 
which I have been hitherto a (tranger. It is, I affure 
you, with diffidence, and if attended with any anfavour 
able circumſtances, may poſliblv be more my fault 
than yours. We cannot foreſee future events, and are 
thereture obliged to leave them to the direddion of an 
unerring Providence. I ſhall therefore not detain you 
any. longer, but only to inform you, that my brother 
was mat ried yelterday to Miſs Bright; may every hap- 
pineſs attend them both in tive and in eternity. You' 
will receive a letter encloſed from him, and you ma 
be aſſured that I have not now any objections again 
being connected with you for life. The time i xed for 
that period depends entirely on your own choice and 
appointment, and 1 think you cannot reaſonably daſire 
more. All that I expeR, nay, al! tbat I defire, is only 
to be treated conliſtently with the profeſſioas vou have 
already made If to, I think I cannot fail of being as 
happy as is conſiſtent with the ſtate of affairs in this 
world, and 1 do not lock for miracles. As you will 
doubtleſs be much hurcied before you ſet out for 
London, one letter more will be ſufficient until J fee 
| you; iD the mean time (as the Jews ſay) may you 
| Reſt content and happy. 


LETTER cxiv. 


: The Brether's Letter. 
Sic, 
I Know not of any gentleman, who ever yet honoured 
me with their company, for whom I have a greater 
* C . b i 
regard than yourlel?, and tize agreeable hours we have 


ſpeot | 


ied | 
arer 
jade 


peat | 


ſpent together cannot be equalied unleis they ate re- 
ared. When I reed your firit Jetter to my fifter, 1 
conſidered your propoſal of marriage as the higheſt 
honour that poſſibly could be conferred on our family; 
and yet, without pertiality, I firmly believe that the 
woman to whom you have paid your addreſſes has 
merit equal to any in the world. She returned from 
the boarding {chuol about ten years ago, during 
which time ſhe has ſuperintended the affairs of my fa- 
mily, and conducted them with ſuch prudence, as is 
ſeldom met with in one ct her years. Many offers 
have been made to her by fox henters in our neigh- 
bourhood, but their characters were fo totally oppo- 
fite to her ſentiments. that the rejected them. with the 
urmoit diſdain, although apparently beneficial. My 
ſiſter, Sir, has much more 2 notions than to pay 
20y more regard to affluence, than what would pro- 
cure her an independent ſubſitence, and a greater 
regard to her conſcience than to ſacrifice her peace of 
mind to evjoy the greateſt earthly grandeur. To uſe 
her own words, ſhe confiders riches as laying her under 
an additional obligation to act for the good of her tel- 
low-cieatures, #$ a faithful ſteward of that Almighty 
Being, who has declared that he wiil exact « ttri& ac- 
count from his creatures in what manner they have 
uſed thoſe gifts, which his unbounded liberality has 
beſtowed. Her leifure hours have been ſpent in read- 
mg, and when I have met her in the garden, or the 
felds, ſhe bad conſtantly in her hand either Milton, 
Thomplon, or Young, but molt frequently her BinLE, 
It _ poilbly occur to your thoughts, that what I 
have ſaid, in commendation of a beioved lifter, ariſes 
from a fraternai affeftion; but 1 do affure you, Sir, 
that I could not help repeating her many accompliſh- 
ments were you an utter ſtranger, and even a married 


man. à perſon deſtitute of virtue and ſenſibility 


might remain ignorant for ever of my ſiſter's merits; 
but by one of your worth, I doubt not but they will be 
eltimated according to their real valve. Ligut and 
darkneſs cannot dwell together; nor can thoſe of op- 
polite rempers ever be happy: but where there is an 
intellectual, as well as a corporeal union, nothing in 
this life can interfere with their rational enjoyments. 
But I had almoſt forgot that I am writing to one who 

15 
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is well aequainted with theſe things; nor ſhould I han 
enlarged to much had I not regarded your friendfhi 
and iatereſt on the one hand, and my ſiſtet's happine 


on the other. But not to detain you longer, my con. | 


ſent for a happy union, is not only at you: ſervice, buy 
as I ſaid before, I ſhall cor fider it as a very happy e- 
vent: and I have not the leait' doubt of your ever te- 
penting of your choice. I have heard that your fecular 
affairs calls for your attendance in London; when 
thoſe are ſettled I ſhall be glad to hear from you, and 
hkewiſe of my fiiter and you being happily joined in 
marriage. Ia the mean time ſhe is at my houſe, where 
you may freely correſpond, and I am : 
Your ſiace re well-wiſher, &c.. 


LETTER CXV. 


From the Gentleman aftzr his arrival in London, ti 
the Lady in the Country. 


My Dear, 


OR ſo I muſt now all you: I arrived here lat 

night, and embrace tuis firit opportunity of writing, 
What a buſy place is London! What a variety of 
ſtrange taces, and continual hurry of buſineſs; the 
citizens acquiring fortunes by trade, whtiſt the nobilu 
and gentry are ſquaadering away thoie eſtates le 
them by their anceſtors: but ſuch has always been the 
conduct of mankind in trading cations. One ſows, 
another reaps, whiltt a third enjoys the fruits of their 
labour. For my own part, I am neither {ond of gaiet 
nor ſolitude. In all things there is a medium whi 
ought to be preferred to extremes. A ſudden elers- 
tion to afluence or grandeur, and a ſudden fall from 
either, are equally dangerous; the one too often 


plunges the perfon toto all ſoris of immorality, whillt | 


the effects of the other is molt commonly deſpair. I 
would chuſe to ſpend three months every year in Lon, 
don, and the remaiader in the cuuntiy. This, in my 
Opinion, is a more rational ſcheme than the preſent 
mode of continually hurrying from place to place, 
without ever reliſhing the pleatures of any. But! 


almoſt forgot to whom I am writing. As ſoon — a 


L 


Fre 


F three weeks, I intend 
daughters at the boarding ſchool; and from thence 
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have ſettled my affairs here, which will take up about 


ding to Windſor to viſit my 


haſten to your brot ers; when I hope that union wall 
take place that muſt tet minate only with our lives. 1 
have employed my attorney to draw up articles of a 
joioture for you, ard which I will bring along with 
me, to be ſigned in the preſence of your friends 1 
bope your brother and hu ipouſe are well. 1 received 
dis excellent letter, and heartily thank him for the 
contents. I am, my Deer, 


Yours ſincerely aud affectionately, &c. 


LETTER 
From a Lover to his 


CXVI. 


Miſtreſi lately recovered from 
| Sickneſt. K 1 
My Dear, | 


Ps day's poſt has juſt brought me the joyful 
neus of your happy recovery. The indiſpenſible 
deceſſii y I was under of atteuding my buſineſs at this 
place, hindered me from beholding on a ſick bed all 
that is dear to me in the world; but I need not per- 
rade you to believe this, as I hope you have had ſuf- 
ficient proofs of my fidelity; and what J have ſuffered 
on account of your illneſs, may be felt, but net ex- 
3 When Itook the letter in my hand, I trem- 

, and pofũbly ſhould have been deprived of cou; 
rage to open it, had not the ſeal been red. To one 
oppreſſed with fear, the ſmalleſt matter yields a glimpſe 
of hope.-—1 opened the letter, and you may cably 
magine what was my joy, when inſtead of reading an 
xcount of your death, it contained the delightful 
news of your recovery, written by your father. Ah! 


| thought I. my charmer is ſtill weak. or ſhe would not 


are emploved another hand. This led me to fear. 2 
relapſe; but I hope that God, whoſe great mercy has 
preterved you hitherto, will perfect your recovery. 
Tov are conſtantly in my thoughts, and I pray for you 
fnery day. That I my once more be happy in ſeeing 


I, I have ſen: tor my brother to manage my buſineſs 


ing my abſence. I expect him here in about ren 
Gays, when nothing but ſickneſs ſhall prevent my 
| coming. 
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coming · You will receive by the coach a ſmall T3 
containing ſome of the ne welt patterus both of A 20 — 
laces, together with ſome other things. Such rrifles | 
are ſcarce worth mentioning; but I hope you will ge- 
cept them as a teſtimony of my fincere love, to her 
whom in a few months I hope io call my own. Pre- ende 
ſent my duty to your honoured parents, and beliere | 19% 
me to be with the — lincerity you! 

our ever affectionate Lover, &c. the 1 


—— —„V — — —— 6ꝙ6— 


LETTER CXVII. 


From a rich young Gentl:man to a beautiful young 
a Fo with no Fortune. , 


Miſs Sophia, | 


1* is a general reflection againſt the manners of the 
preſent age, that marriage is only conſidered u 
one of thoſe methods by which avarice may be fatis- 
fied, and poverty increaſed; that neither the charactet 
nor accompliſhments of the woman are much regarded, 
her merit being eftimated by the thouſands of her for- 
tune. I acknowledge that the accuſe tion is too true, and 
to that may be aſcribed many of the unhappy matches 
we daily meet with; for how is it poſſible that thoſe 
ſhould ever have the ſame affection for each other wha 
were forced to comply with terms to which they had 
the utmoſt averſion, as if they had been allowed u 
conſult their own inclinations, and give their hand f 
where they had engaged their hearts? For my ow 
part, I have been always determined to conſult my is- 
cliaations where there is the leaſt appearance of haps 
pineſs; and having an eaſy independency, am 20 
anxicus about increaſing it, being well convinced, that 
in all ſtates the middle one is beſt, I mean neither po- [en 
verty nor riches; which Jeads me to the diſcovery ofa 
paſſion which I have lang endeavoured to conceal. 
The opportunities which I have had of converſig 
with you at Lady B's, has at laft convinced me, thatF 
merit ard riches are far from beirg connected, and 
that a woman may have thoſe qualifications voce 
to adorn her ſex, although adverſe fortune has denitiſ n he 
her money. Iam ſure that all thoſe virtues necelle wine 
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w make me happy in the marriage ſtate, ate centered 
i you, and whatever objection you may have to my 

on, yet I hope there can be non? to my character: 
and if you will conſent to be mine, it ſhall be my con - 
fant ſtud y to make your life agreeable, and, under the 
endearing character of huſband, endeavour to ſupply 
your early loſs of the belt of paren's. I ſhall expect 
your anſwer as ſoon as poſſible, for I wait for it with 
the utmoſt impatience. 

I am your aſſectionate Lover, &c. 
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"LETTER cxvm. 
ung The young Lady's Anſwer. 


Sir, 
— your letter yeſterday, and gratitude for the 
generous propoſal which you have made, obliges 
1 as {me to thank you heartily for the contents. 
atis: As I have no objection either to your perſon or cha- 
\Rer Inder, you will give me leave to deal ſincerely, and 
ded, late thoſe things which at preſent bear great weight 
for- {with me, and perhaps mult ever remain unanſwered, 
ad hinder me from entering into that ſtate againſt. 
which I have not the leaſt averſion. 
You well know (at lea't I imagine ſo) that the pro- 
who pal you have made ro me is a — borh to your re- 
bad Flations and friends; and would you deſire me to ruſh 
d ts {precipitately into the marriage ſtate, where I have the 
and Ipeitelt reaton to fear that I ſhould be looked uon 
own wich contempt, by thoſe whom nzture had coonected 
y inne with? 1 thould conſider myſelf obliged to pro- 
lite the happineſs of my huſband; and how conſiſtent 
1 natÞwould a ſtep of that pature be with fuch a reſolution ? 
, that Len know that I was left an orphan, and had it not 
t po- een for the pious care of Lady B mult have been 
7 ofa bought up in a (tare of ſervitude. You know that I 
. e no fortune; and were I to accept of your offer, 
erlag l would lay me under ſuch obligations as muſt deſttoy 
tha ey liberty. Gratitude and love are two very differen! 
. ings. The one ſuppoles © benefit received, wheres 
eſſary other is a free act of the will. Suppoſe me raiſed 
leniel ia he joint poſſe ſſion of your fortune, could I call ir 
elſal ane unleſs I had brought vou ſomething as an equi- 
* R valedt? 
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valent? Oc, have I not great reaſon to fear that you 
yourſelf may conſider me as under obligations, incons 
-filtent with the character of a wife? I acknowled 
the great generolity of your offer, and would conſider 
myſelf highly honoured could I prevail with myſelf to 
prefer to peace of mind the enjoyment of an affluem 
tortune. Bur as I have been _ ſincere in my an- 
ſwer, ſo let me beg, that you will endeavour to eradi- 
cate a paſhon, which, if nouriſhed longer, may prove 
fatal to us both, 
1 am, Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Your lincere well wiſer, &c, 


— — —_— 


LETTER CXIX. 


The Gentleman's Reply. 
My dear Sophia, 
MAS it not cruel to ſtart ſo many objections? of 
could you ſuppoſe me capable of ſo baſe an ac 
tion, as to deſtroy your freedom aad peace of mind. 
Or do you think that I am capable of ever forgetting 
you, or being happy in the enjoyment of another? Fot 
God's ſake do not mention gratitude any more. Your 
many virtues intitle you to much more than I am able bre 
to give; but all that I have ſhall be yours. With te- 
ſpect to my relations, I have none to conſult beſides Bu 
my mother and my uncle, and their conſent and even} *®' 
approbation is already obtained. You have often heard P® 
my. mother declare, that ſhe preferred my happineſs the 
with a woman of virtue to the poſſeſſion of the greatelt 
fortune, and though I forgot to mention it, vet I had 
communicated my ſentiments to her before I had 
opened my.mind to yun. Let me beg that you will 
lay aſide all thoſe unneceſſary — which only ſerve 
to make one unhappy, who is already ſtruggling under 
all the anxieties of real and genuine love ! It is in your | 
power, my dear, to make me happy, and none elſe 
can. I cannot enjoy one moment's reſt till I have your] 
anſwer, and then the happy day ſhall be fixed. Let 
me beg that you will not ſtart any more objections, un- 
"leſs you are my real enemy; but your tender nature 7 
cannot ſuffer you to be cruel. Be mine, my dear, aud 
am yours for ever. My ſerrant a thi: 
antwelg 


* * * 


4H 
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Afwer to your ever fincere lover, whoſe ſole happi- 


welp is centered in you. 
. ] am, &c, 


LAT. TIER U. 
Te Lady Anſwer. 


Er, | 
ome that when one of your ſex forms à reſolution, 
you are determined to go through let the event be 

what it will. Your anſwer to my firit objection, I mult 
confeſs, is ſatisfaftory. I wiſh L could {ay ſo of the 
oibers; but 1 find, that if I mult comply, I thall be ob- 
liged to truſt the remainder to yourſelt. Perhaps this 
is always the caſe, and even the molt cautious have 
deen deceived, However, Sir, I have communicated 
me contents of your letters to her Ladyſhip, as you 
know ſhe has bcen to me as a parent. She has not any 
objection, and I am at laſt telolved to comply. I matt 

we myſelf up to you as a poor tiiendleſs orphan, and 

all endeavour to act conſiſtent with the rules laid 
down and enforced by. our holy religion; and if you 
Would ſo far deviate trom the paths ot virtue as to up- 
braid me with poverty, I have no friends to complain 
to but that God who 13 the Father of the fatherleſs. 
But I have a better opinion of you than to eatertain 
any ſuch fears. I have left the time to your own ap- 
pointment, and let me beg that you will continue in 
the practice of that virtuous education which you hayz 
received. Virtue is its own reward, and 1 cannot be 
unhappy with the man who prefers the duties of reli- 
gion to gaiety and diſſipation. 

| I am yours ſincerely, &c. 


—_—IK_ 


— 


LETTER CXXI. 


From a Lady 1 a Gentleman, complaining of indif- 
* ference. 
_. 
OWEVER light you may make of promiſes, yet 
Jam fooliſh enough to conlider them as ſome - 


more than trifles, and am like wiſe induced to 
K 2 believe 


Mig 


— 
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believe, that the man who voluntarily breaks a premiſe, 
will not pay much regard to an oath: and if fo, in what 
light mult I conſider your conduct? Did I give you my 
promiſe to be yours, and had you no other reaſon for 
ſoliciting than merely to gratiſy your vanity ? A brutal 
gratification indeed, ta triumph over the weakneſs of 
a woman whoſe greateſt fault was that ſhe loved you. 
I ſay loved you, for it was in conſequence of that paſ- 
flon, I firſt conſented to become yours. Has your con- 
duct, Sir, been conſiſtent with my ſubmiſſion, or with 
your own ſolemn profeſſions? Is it confiſtent with the 
character of a genileman, firſt to obtain a woman's con- 
ſear, and afterwards brag that he had difcarded her, 
and found one more agreeable to his withes? Do not 
equiyocate, I have too convincing proofs of your inſin- 
cetity; I ſaw you yelterday walking with Miſs Benſon, 
and am informed that you have propofed marriage to 


her. Whatever you may think, Sir, I have a ſpirit of 


diſdain, and even reſentment, equal to your ingrati- 
tude, and can treat the wretch with a proper indif- 
-lerence, who can make ſo flight a matter of the moſt 
lolemn promiſes. Miſs Benſon may be your wife, but 
ſhe will receive into her arms a perjured huſband, not 
can ever the ſuperſtruQure be laſting, which is built 
on ſuch a foundation. I lcave you to the ſtings of your 
own conicicnce, And am, &c, - 


LETTER CXXII. 


The Gentlemar's Anfeer. 


My dear Angel, 
| gn by that name I muſt (til] call you, has cruelty 
entered into your tender nature, or bas ſome de- 
ſigning wreich impoſed on your credulity? My deat, 
I am not what you have repreſented; I am neither 
falſe nor perjured; I never propoſed marriage to Mils 


Benſon, I never deſigned it, and my ſole reaſon for | 


walking with her was, that I had been cn a viſit w 
her brother, who you know is my attorney. And 
was it any fault in me to walk into the ficlds along 
with him and his liſter? Surely prejudice itſelf cannot 
ſay ſo; but 1 am afraid you have bcea impoſed 1 by 

| * 


ppg ges ges 'r F 
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* ſome deſigniag wretch, who had private views, and 

has | private ends to anſwer by ſuch baſenets. But whats 

ever may have been the cauſe I am entirely innocent, 

and to convince you of my lincerity, beg that the day 

ta} | of marriage may be next week. My affections never fo 

56 much as wandered from the dear object of my love; 

on, | in you is ceatered all my hopes of felicity, with 

af. | you ouly can I be happy. Keep me not in miſery one 

on. | moment longer, by entertaining groundleſs jealouſies 
ich | 2gainſt one who loves you in a manner ſuperzor to the 

whol: cf your ſex; and I can ſet at defiance even 

malice itſelf. Let me beg your an{wer by my fervant, 

which will either make me. happy or miſerable. I 

have ſent a ſmall. parcel by the bearer, which I hope 

you will accept as a convincing proof of my integrity ; 
and am | 

. Yours foi ever, &c. 


. ET TER cxxiII. 


Freu a young Officer ordered to hit regiment in Mi- 
norca, 16 a youns Lady whom be eourted, 
My dear, 
Am ſcarce able to hold the pen. An arder has juſt 
I now arrived from the War- Office, be which I am 
obliged to ſex. ſail to- mortow for Minorca, without 
having the happineſs of. ſeeing my angel. What un- 
happineſs to us, and devaltation-amang the human race 
bas the ambition of Princes, and the perſidiouſneſs of 
miniſters occalioned ! : Huſbands obliged to leave their 
beloved wives and dear little children; every relation 
is broken, and we may well ſay with Addiſun, 

* What havock has ambition made!“ But what is 
this to my preſent purpoſe? Like all others, in a ſtata 
of diſtration, I am obliged io write nonſenſe, if any 
thing can be ſo called where the name of my charmer - 
is found : Did you know, my dear, what a (truggle 

I bare between love and duty, you would — 
me as an object of compathon.: I am bound by the 
moſt ſolemn oaths to be yours, and at the ſame time 
duty obliges me to draw my {word in defence of the 
Juſt rights of my lawful prince and injured country ; 
ad whatever dangers may wait for me, I would meet 
| K 3 them 
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them with the N chearfulneſs, were 1 ſure of 
poſſeſſing one place in your heart. But why dol fay 
one? I mult have all ot none; 1 cannot bear the moſt 
diltant thought that you would place your affections | 
on another. No, my dear, were that to happen, I 
would act the part of General Campbell at the fatal - 
battle of Fontenoy, by ruſhing on the ſword of the 
enemy, to put an end to a weary exiſtence. I ſhould 
chearfully lay dowa my life, which would be of ſmall 
value, were I to be ſeparated for ever from you. But 
why do I doubt? I know my charmer is as viituous as 
ſhe is beautiful, and that nothing but my own condud | 
can ever make her difcard me, but— . 
Is not abſence death to thoſe who love? However, 
I have the pleaſing reflection yet left, that whilſt I am 
ic a diſtant part of the wcrid, attending my duty, 1 
ſhall be remembered by her, whoſe prayers for my | 
preſervation will be acceptable ro that God. who loves: |. 
virtue, who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. 
Nothing in this world can ever be fo dear to me as you 
are. Beieve all I fay and Fam happy. If I do any 
thing that may appear wrong, inform me of it, and it 
ſhall be my firſt care 10 conteſs my fault and amend. 
I defire your advice in every ching; but alas ! ſepata - 
tion will render it difficult, though not impoſſible, 
Not having had time to fetile with our agent, Lhare 
left an order with my mother for that purpoſe.—Let 
me beg you will honear her with a viſit; ſhe will eſteem 
it as a reſpe&t ſhewn to me. Thave often told you what 
an excellent woman ſhe T3, and F am fully perſiiaded 
you will fiad her ſo? yea more fb than I have erer 
mentioned. We are to ſtop at G braltar, where I hope 
to have a letter from you: It it comes too late, the 
vernor will forward it to Minorca. Once more, my 
ear, tarewel, continue to be mine, and all the vicif. 
ſitudes and dangers of war will appear as triſſes; acd 
when peace ſhall again bleſs the nations, 1 will fly on 
the wings of love to the arms of my deareſt angel, and | 
ſpend with her the remainder of my days 8 
| = I am: your ſincere lover, &c. 


—— 


LY . 


LET} 


4 
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| tations. 
before evening are really miſerable. I was promiſing 
. tomyleit tha: one month would have joined dur hands, 
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LETTER CXXIV. 


The Lady's Anſwer. 
Dear Chat les, 


FF your hand could ſcarcely hold the pen, I am afraid 
this will appear unintelligible, being wet with tears 
from beginning to end. Wien your fetter arrived we 
were drinking tea, and my father reading the newſ- 
paper, wherein it was faid that all the officers in the 
amy were ordered to join their regiments, I was 4 
good deal alarmed, but ſome hopes remained, till the 
fatal letter couvinced me that my ſuſpictons were bur 
too well founded. Alas! How vain are human expec- 
In the morning we dream cf hap;.inefs, and 


and now we are ſeparated perhps for years ; if not for 
erer. For how do I know but the next poſt may 
bring me an account of your being killed in battle. and: 
then farewe!] every thing in this world. My plezfing 
proſpects will tuen vaniſh, and although unmacried,. 
will remain a widow till death. And is it puſhbie you 
ean doubt one moment of my lincerity, or do you think 
that thoſe affectiors can ever be placed on another 
which were firſt 6xed on you, from a convincing proof 
your accomphſhments and merit? No, my dear, my 
lity to you ſhall remain as unſpotted as this paper, 


72 it was blotted with ink and bedewed with tears. 


tknow not how others love, but my engagemenis are 
for eternity. You deſire me to put you in mind of your 
duty. I know not of any faults, nor am I diſpoled to 
look for them. 1 doubt not bur the religious education 
vou have received in your youth, will enable you te 
refiit the ſtrongeſt temptations; and like that ever- 
halting honour to the army, Colonel Gardner, altzough 


not afraid to fight, yet you will be afraid to ſin HoW- 


erer terrifying it may be to meet death in the field, yet 
it is far more awful to appear before a juſt God, whom 


I ve have offended by our iniquities. 1 have been read- 


ET] 


ing Mentague's Hijtory of England, and that elegant 
author ſais, that at the battle of Haſtings, wh:ch over- 
threw the S1x0n monarchy, the Normans, although 
under arms all night, were yet fervent in their de vd- 
Hons 
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tions, whilſt the Engliſh, who thought themſelves ſe- 
cure of victory, were {pending the time in riot and 
drunkenneſs. But alas!-the next day exhibued a dif- 
ferent ſcene. The Normans became conquerors, after 
killing many thouſands of the enemy; and ſuch are 
commonly the fatal effects of debauchery. There is, 
not one body of people in the world accuſed of itreli- 
gion more than the military, and from the very nature 


of their employment, none are more obliged to practice 


every Chriſtian. duty. They fee thouſlads of their 
fellow creatures hurried into eternity, nor do they 
know but the next may be themſelves. My dear. 
Charles, never be aſhamed of religion. A conſciouſ- 
neſs of your integrity will inſpire you with a real cou - 
rage in the day of battle; and if you ſhould at lall dis 
in defence of the juſt rights of your country, the divine 
favour will be your comfort through .cternity. In the 
mean tine my. praye:s ſhall conſtantly be for your. 
ſafety and preſervation, and my earnelt hopes fixed. on 
your happy return. | 


I have obtained leave of my parents to reſide with: 


your mother during the ſummer, which will at leaſt 
be ſome conſolation to me in your abſence. Let me 
hear from you as of- en as poſhble, but never doubt of 


my fidelity. Conſider me as already you:s, and Iam. 


happy. Farewell, my dear, and that the wiſdom of Ged: 
may direct you, and his providence be your guard, is 
the _- prayer ot her who prefeis you before all the 
World. 


LET: 


|: 
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LETT HE-S2 


O N 


FRIENDSHIP, ve. 


LETTER CXXV. 


The following Letter on Friendſhip was written by a 
Gentleman lately deceaſed, and ſcund ameng/t his 
papers. 


My dear Friend, 


* was a ſtrange notion of Paſchal, that he would 
never admit any man to a ſhare of his friendſhip. 


Had that great ma been a Miſanthrope, or an enemy 
to his fellow-creatures. I ſhould not have been much 


ſurprized ; but as his love to mankind extended as far 
as either bis keowledge or influence, it is neceſſary to 
conſider his reaſons, for a conduct apparently fo 
range. Paſchal had fuch elevated notions of the 
deity on the one hand, and fo low an opinion of human 
nature on the other, that he thought, if he placed his 
affections on any created being, it would be a ſort of 
inſult to the Creator, and a robbing him of that wor- 
hip which was due to him alone. But whatever were 
the notions of that great man, yet there is ſuch a thing 
as a reel friendſhip, and there is alſo a neceſſity for it. 


| It is true. indeed, that God is our only friend, and 


that on him our aﬀfeQions ought priacipally to be fixed. 
But tiofſe who are acquainted with human nature, 
well know that we are luch a compoſition of fleſh and 
ſpirit, that however we may wiſh to keep up an inter- 
courſe with the deity, yet our inchnations are ſuch, 
that we are more deſirous of beinz converſant with 
thoſe of our own ſpecies, to whom at all times. we can 
be able to unboſom ourſelves. | 
Friendſhip is as old as the firſt formation of ſociety, 
and there is ſcarce one ancient writcr now extant, wha 


has not ſaid ſomething in praiſe of it. Of this we 


bavs 
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have a fine example in the ſtory of David and Jona 
than, as recorded in the ſecond book of Samuel. In 
the ſame facred oracles we are told, that love is 


{tconger than death; and even the great Redeemer of 
the world. had a beloved diſciple. 


The pious and ingenious Dr Watts has finely de- 
&ribed friendſhip in one of his poems, which 1 doubt 
not but you have read. 


Friendſhip, thou charmer of the mind, 
Thou ſweet deſuding ill; 

The brighte(t moments mortals know, 
And fharpeit pains we feel. 

Fate has divided all our ſhares 
Of pleaſure, and of pain; 

In love the triendihip and the cares g 
Are mix'd and juin'd again. LI>= oY 


The ſame ingenious author in another place fays,- 


Tis dangerous to let looſe our love 
Beneath the eternal fair. | 


: Bat whatever the wiſeſt or moſt learned may ſay, yet 
We know-that man is a ſocial being, and conſequently 
has à capacity, and even a defire for triendſ{hip. Friend 
faip is in its owa nature ſo-neceflary, that Iknow not 
how ea ſocial being can exiſt without it. Are we by 
anv providential occurrence railed from poverty to 
affluence, to whom can we communicate the delightful 
news but our friend? On the other hand, are we re- 
duced from the higheſt pinnacle of grandeur to the 
moit. abjet (tate of poverty, to whom can we look 
for conſolation but God and our friend? Indeed there 
is aut one {tate or condition in life where friendſhip is 
not neceſſary. What wretched mortals weuld men be | 
were they not endowed with fo noble a principle? 


Friendſhip is of a very delicate nature, and eſther 
the happineſs or miſery of both parties may, in ſome 
ſenſe, be ſaid to depend on it. Friendſhip is ſome · 
what like marriage, it is made for life; or as Czfar 
ſaid. The dye is calt. Mrs Rowe in one of her let» 
ters to the Counteſs of Hertford, ſays, ©* When 1 con- 
tract x friendikip, it is for eternity?” Her notions: 
were 
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were always elevated, and the chief buſineſs of her 
life ſeems to have been the promoting the interelt of 
her fellow-creatures. Friendſhip obliges the parties 
engaged to lay open their minds to cach other, there 
muſt not be any concealment. There is not an en- 
dearing «tribute of the Deity, nor an amiable quality 
in man, but what is included in the word friendſhip. 
Benevolence, mercy, pity, compaſſion, &c. are only 
parts of it. | 

From all this we may learn, that great care ought 
to be had in the choice of friends; and ſhould they 
eren unhappily betray the ſacred truſt repoſed in 
them, yet we ought not to purſue them with unre- 
lenting fury. 

la the courſe of my experience, I remember two 
inſtances of the breach of friendſhip, which were at- 
tended with very different effects. Two gentlemen 
contracted a friendſhip for each other, wich laſted 
ſome years; at laſt one of them unhappily revealed a 
ſecret to his wite, who told it to the wife of the other, 
in conſequence of which an unhappy divihon took 
place in the family of the latter. The injured perſon 
upbraided his friend with infidelity, told him of the 
fatal effects occalioned by this imprudence ; but (ſays 


{ he) although I cannot be your friend any longer, yet 


I will never be your enemy. My heart will pity you 
whilſt my hand ſhall be open to relieve your neceſſities. 
Such a declatatiou was conſiſtent with the prudence 
of a man, and the piety of a chriſtian; but that of 
the other was of a nature totally oppoſite, and (in my 
opinion) truly diabolical. A difference of a ſimilar 
nature happened, attended with the like circumſitan- 
ces, but the injured perſon, inſtead of ſympatbizin 


| with the weakneſs of his friend, purſued him with 


unrelenting cruelty, nor ever ceaſed until he had ac- 
compliſhed his ruin, and even triumphed over it. 
You may make what comments you pleaſe, I can only 
aſſure you that both are fats.—How different, my 
friend, has our conduct to each other been? During 
theſe thirty years, no breach has ever happened; 
and it ſeems as new this day as at the beginning. As 
this is probably the laſt letter ever you will ſee in my 
tand-writing, accept of my ſincere thanks for the 
many benefits I have received from your faithful ad- 
monitions, 
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monitions, and your benevolent conſolations; and 
when we meet ia the regions of bliſs, our happineſs 


will then remain uninterrupted. 
I am yours ſincerely, &c. 


LETT ESR CEAEXVL 
To Cleanthes, on Fricudſbip, Age, and Death. 


Dear Cleanthes, June. 15, 1787. 
I is no fmall alleviation of that anxiety which the 
loſs of a friend produces, to reflect that the ſame 
virtues which procured him our efteem, will likewiſe 
entitle him to eternal happineſs. This conſolation I 
received upon cloſing the eyes of Ariſtus, the laſt and 

moſt melancholy office which friendſhip can pertorm. 


At length, my Cleanthes, that friendſhip, which we 


once divided, is now confined to ourſelves. We have 
ſeen thoſe who advanced with us I the vale of liſe, 
ſink into the grave, and have lived to be the only links 
of the chain of friendſhip which we helped to conſti- 


tute at our entrance on the world. We have, tope- 


ther, in the hours of youth, looked back and deſpiſed 
the toys of infancy; in our manhood we have ſmiled 
at the pleaſures of our youth, and are now come io 
that age in which we look back on all alike, and con- 
ſider every proſpect that terminates on this fide the 
grave as beneath our notice or regard. 

At this ſeaſon of life, one of the moſt conſiderable 
pleaſures which remains to human nature, is the re- 
collection of the moments which are paſt. Now, 
whilſt I write, my Cleanthes, I recal with farisfaQtion 
the time in which we were induced, by a parity of 
ſentiments, to form the ſocial connection, and the 


ſteady union in which we have paſſed from that hour 
to the preſent. The time approaches which muſt put 


a period to our friendſhip; none hope that Providence 
will extend their lives to an uruſual length but thoſe 
who fear to die; as for ourſelves, we have reached 
that age which few are born to attain, and which, 
in the language of an admired writer, requires a great 
deal of Providence to produce. I flatter myſelf, that 
our days have been fo ſpent, that we have no reaſon 


to tiemble ar the thought of our laſt, nor embitter che 


remain» 


1 lives 
ichen 


Fives, and recollecting the dangers we 
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remaining part of our life with apprehenſions for the 


inevitable hour to come. 


We have lent the tear of pity to diſtreſs, and alle- 
viated the misfortunes of our fellow-creatures; we 
have neither indulged our paſhons, nor negleQed the 
praiſe we owe the author of our mercies. Why, 
therefore, ſhould we tremble ? We leave a world whoſe 
leaſures we are no longer capable of poſſeſhog; we 
ave paſſed throꝰ its enjoyments, and have found them 
vain; we leave it for the happieſt of ſtates: And yet 


| the tender tie of parents holds us; we mull leave thoſe 


whom nature obliges us to love: Ve let us remeniber 
that we leave them to the care of a Divine Providence, 
and be thankful that we were not called whilſt their 
minds were yet unformed, or we had conducted them 
from the budding to ths bloom of reaſon. 


If at any time a kind of wiſh ariſes which would de- 


1 fer the hour that heaven has allotted for my laſt, tis 


when I am ſurrounded by my family, and obſerve the 
looks of tenderneſs which they gratefully beſtow on 
me; yet ſometimes their being preſent has the oppo- 
ite effect, and 1 am apprehenſive leſt the moment 


1 hould not arrive till I mourn the loſs of a child. 


I know not that any thing would give more conſider- 
able amuſement than our reviewing ay eg, our paſt 

ave palt from 
the ltorms of our paſh :ns, now when time has lulled 


dem to reſt. It would not be unentertaiving, I ima 


Er. to collect the various opinions and ideas we have 
ad of the ſame object, and mark he progreſs of the 
human mind through the diff rent ſlages of life. Cle- 
atthes,. therefore, who enjoys the bleſſing of health 
u a more eminent degree than his friend, will haſten 


to ſee and give him the greateſt ſatisfation he can poſ- 
bly know. 


Px the will of keaven 8 I ſhould mourn the lots 


. 1 write this from the grotto which Lucinda's fancy 


corated, and where we have paſſed ſo many happy 

iS. Providence has taken care to wean us from 
be love of life by degrees. Scarce have we reached 
tte ripened age of manhood befote we have mor: 
ends in the grave thar ſurviving, and from that mo- 
tent, which is almoſt the firlt af ſerious reflection, we 
Kenn to perccive the vanity of human bappineſs. It 


of 
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af my Lucinda, and feel the pang of ſeparation 
not ull we had grown old in — and weetened — 
greateſt part of our lives with connubial happineſs. 
Since the retroſpe& part of our lives preſents us with 
nothing which ſhould terrify our imagination, let ug 
paſs the remaining days which beaven ſhall allot us in 
calm ſerenity, and in reſignation to the divine will. 
Whenever the deſtined hour ſhall come, my Clean» 
thes, may we fink contented from the world, and in 
the perfect aſſurance of eternal happineſs. 
TL am, &c. 


LETTER CXXVII. 


From a Gentleman whoſe Wife was lately dead, tr 4 
Clergyman in the Neighbourhood. oY 


Rev. Sir, 


* have often, both in public and private, et- | 


larged on thoſe comforts and conſolations which 
Chriſtiavity affords to the afflicted; and if ever they 
were neceſſary to one under thoſe circumſtances, it 
mult be to myſelf. About ſeven laſt night my wife 


died in child-bed, and 1 an left the diſconſolate parett | 


of five young children. Had you ſeen the excruciating 
tortures under which ſhe expired, it would have . 
minded you of the emphaſis of that curſe pronounced 
upon our firſt parents for their rebellion againſt God 
When ſhe ſaw the King of terrors approach ſhe was'all 
reſigned to the divine will, and left this lower world i 


the ſame manner, and with the ſame chearful alacrity | - 


as if ſhe had been going to viſit a friend, or attend ibe 


. ſervice of her Maker. Overwhelmed with grief I e. 
tered her chamber, when ſhe exerted the ſmall remaa} 


ol ſtrength, and ſpoke to me as follows. 
My Dear, | 

I am now going the way of all fleſh, but God, the} 

* everlaſting God will be your comfort. When 14 


became yours, I looked for all the happineſs confiitent 


| 


with the (tate of human nature in this vale of mileryjf 
and I muſt confeſs that my higheſt wiſhes have! 
gratified, and your tenderneſs has been even n 
than I could expect. You may have ſeen faults _” 
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conduct, but I do aſſure you (and this is not a time to 
diſlemble) they were altogether involuntary. My pria- 


III 


) 


cipal (tudy was to obtain the favour of that God be- 
fore whom I am ſoon to appear. My obedience to the 
commands of my God bave been attended with many 
imperſe ctions, but I trult for pardon and acceptance 
in the merits of my dear Redeemer. Here the fainted 
—looked wifhiully at me, and ſhed a tear over her 
dear childten, who were crying by her bed —She at- 
tempted to ſpeak, but in vain. At laſt, fixing her 
eyes towards heaven, ſhe repeated thoſe beautiful 
words, ©* Into thy hands I commit my ſoul, for thou 
haſt redeemed me, O!] thou God of my ſalvation,” and 
then cloſed her eyes, never to be opened tiil the ſound 
of the laſt trumper. I was ſunk fur ſome time in the 
greateſt diltrets, looking on the dear departed remains 
of my beloved ſpouſe, ard ealeavouring to ſilence, by 
perſuzhon, the cries of her orphan childten.—At laſt 


II recolleQ:d that 1 had ſtill a friend left in you, to 


— 


could alleviate your diſtreſs. You well know that all 


regulate the whole of your 1 
| 2 


whom I might with a view of confolation, lay open the 
inmoit rec« ſſes of my heart. I am afraid your indiſpo- 
nion may hinder you from viliting me, and it fo, let 
me beg that you will in the mean time favour me with 
a few lines. At preſent every ſort of conſolation will 
be accep able, but whatever comes from you will be 
doubly ſo. 1 know not what to write; excuſe incohe- 
rence and impropriety, from him whom you have of- 
ten hocoured with the appellation of friend. 


— EIT 


LETTER CWVIII. 


The Clergyman's Anſwer. 


My dear Friend, 


Sincerely commiſerate your variegated' calamity, 
and wiſh there was any thing in my power that 


affliction, of whatever kind it is, proceeds from God. 
— | create light and make darkneſs, I make war 
„ and peace, I the Lord do all theſe things.“ This, 
Ar, ſhould be your firſt confideration, and this ſhould 


It 


@ ' 


It was this conſideration which reconciled old El 
to the ſevereſt doom that perhaps was ever denounced, 
Though contrary to human nature, and much more 
ſo to natural affection, yet it is the Lord, let him do 
what ſhall ſeem good. 


This reconciled Job to all his uuparallelled fuffer. 
ings, ** The Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away,” ra- 
Facious hands, and waving elements were only inſtru- 
ments of his power, therefore 1 bieſs and adore his 
holy name, 


This conſolation fortified the man Chriſt Jeſus on the 
approach of bis inconceivable bitter agony. Bur it is 
my father's pleafure, and not the malice of my ene- 
mies, therefore not my will but his be done. 


If your father (dear Sir) your heavenly father, who 
loves you with an everlaſting love,” has thought pro 
to mix ſome gall with your portion of life, ſenſible of 
the beneficent hand from which your viſitation comes, 
may you bow your head in awful fileace, and fay with 
the afflited Hezekiah of old, ** Good is the word of 
the Lord concerning me.” 


Afflictioas are often accompanied with many valu- 
able benefits: as David ſaid, ** It is good for me that 
** I have been afflicte d, for before that I went aſtray.” 


Afflictions ferve to wean us from the world. When 
every thing goes ſmoothly on, and nothing interrupts 
the preſent enjoyments, we are apt to forget the Ged 
that made us, and fay with unparallelled affurance, 
Who is the Almighty that 1 ſhould ſerve him? 


Afflictions ſcrve to lead us to value the bleſſiags of 
Chriſtianity, and to hold in the loweſt eſlimation our 
own unworthineſs. When ſorrows haraſs our circum- 
ſtances, and trouble opprefles our minds, we are glad 
we are earnelt to ad reſt in Chriſt. The ſevere af. 
fliction under which I have ſo long laboured, hinders 
me from ſeeing you, although I ſhal!} rake the firit op- 


portunity of doing fo, when it pleaſes God to reſtore. 


me again to health. In the mean time 1 have fent 
ou a copy of Fleetwood's Life of Chriſt. A care- 
al peruſal of that valuable work will reconcile = 
to the various diſpenſations of Providence, e 
cially when you conſider the character of the Re- 
deemer, who ſuffered fo much for us. He bore our 


- 


It... 


SD EMPOWWY CANS ES OCD ©o 44S 


* 


— '*, 


(205 -} 


griefs and carried our ſorrows. He was a man of ſor- 
row and acquainted with grief. 

From theſe conſiderations (my dear friend) endeavour 
to reconcile yourſelf to this awful diſpenſation of Pro- 
vidence : I am ſenſible of your loſs, but yuu know net 
what God may yet have in ſtore for you. Perhaps be 
has only deprived you of one mercy, in order to beſtow 
another · I doubt not, but the Almighty has thouſands 
of mercies yet in (tore for you, both in time and eter- 
nity; and that period is faſt approaching when you 
your ſelf mult put off this earthly tabernacle, and pay 
that debt to nature which your beloved ſpouſe has al- 
ready done. Let your care at preſent be, to attend to 
the education of your children. Your duty is now 
donbly increaſed, and all that was incumbent on your 
beloved ſpouſe, is now transferred to yourſelf; but 
the bleſhngs of the Almighty will be beſtowed in pro- 
— to your chearful obedience. It is a you com- 

rt that your beloved ſpouſe died in the faith and fear 
of the dear Redeemer, and it will be the greateſt 
honour ever you can acquire, to inſtruct your children 
in thoſe principles which made the proſpect of death 
agreeable, and even welcome to their mother. So that 
when the great God ſhall appear to Judge the world,. 
you may be able to ſtand before him aad ſay, Here I 
am, and the children which thou hall given me. Thus 
(Sir) I have ſaid all that I can think of, on the preſent. 
melancholy occaſion. But how comfortable are thoſe 
words of St Paul, Our light affliction, which is but 
* for a moment, ſhall work out for us a far more ex- 
* ceeding-and eternal weight of glory.” | 

The things that are feen are temporal, but the things: 
that are not ſeen are eternal. There is nothing per-- 
manent or laſting in this world, and the tall oak is as 
ealily cut down by the hands of omaiporecce, as the 


plant is plucked up. I feel myſelf growing weak, and 


muſt therefore conclude. May that gracious God who 
bas thought proper to affli& you, continue to ſupport | 
you under this and every other trial, till you arrive at 
kit in the kingdom, where the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and where the weary are at reſt, is the ſin - 
rere prayer of ; ; 
4. Your moſt affectionate Fiiend, &c. 


Lz; . 


LET-. 
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| LETTER CXXIX, 
To a Lady, condoling with her on the Death of her 


uſ/band, 
Dear Madam, 


1 Sincerely ſympathize in your affliction, and I dor't 
1 wonder that the death of a perſon ſo dear to you 
ſhould damp all your ſpirits. To be forced to rake a 
final leave of that form we love; to bid a long adieu 


to the ſpirit with whom we daily converſed, with plea- 


ſing intercourſe, is very hard : the ſenſible hearr-ſtrings 
mult feel the dreadful rent, the diſtreſsſful mind is torn 
with anguiſh. But oh! madam, why do you fay for 


ever! The ſeparation is not ſurely for ever ;—ſoon 


you will fce him jo a more lovely . form;—ſoon 
the well-known mind, clothed with heavenly radiance, 


will congratulate your arrival on the bliſsful ſhore.— 


Why do you complain that he is a lifeleſs lump of 
clay; Miitake not; he is all bliſs and active ſpirit. 
Thoſe ſhining virtues, which, while you enumerate 
them, ſeem to add to your grief, and which you tell 
me will ever renew your ſorrow, ought to be the plea- 
ling ſource of joy. Though you lament his Joſs, lament 
not his exaltation, nor drive your tears from the very 
ſubject of his felicity ; he is in the land of virtue, us 
native clim?. How, often do you repeat the words 
Poor dear man,” and dwell on ſounds expreſſive only 
of pity ! Pity, madam, is not for angels; it is you alone 
who is the fufferer. O could you but be ſenſible of 
his happineſs, extacy azd tranſporting rapture would 


cry up your tears. Would you wiſh him back? 


Would you have him, to pleafe you, leave the ſears of 
bliſs, and exchange the regions of uafading felicity, 
for a world of fin, traaſient happineſs, inter mis 
with pain and trouble? No; this you cannot wiſh. 

O my dear Madam ! rz collect yourſelf, and, filled 
with 2 generous and refined devotion, repoſe your 
mind on God; and endeavour to lok the ſenic of 
your own private apparent loſs in the delighiful con- 
templatioa of his tranſcendent goodneſs. Re 
yourſelt on his ſovereign will, whoſe determinauons 
are always ſaſeſt, wif: ſt, ard belt ; Let every dewy = 
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be wiped away, by the happineſs of him vod loved: 
love him (till, but be diſintereſted in 4 affection; 
imitate, and rejoice in his virtues; and while you dwell 
with pleaſure on his felicity, anticipate your own, 
With the moſt tender ſympatby and commiſeration, 
believe me to be, dear Madam, 

Your moſt aſſectionate friend, &c. 


— — 


LETTER CXXX. 


The foll:-wing Letter, written by Mr p, giving an 
account . two Lovers who were Hruci dead by the 
fame flaſh of Lightning, is reckoned a maſter-piece in 
epijtolary deſcriptive 

Sir, 


riting 


T only news you can exp:@ to have from me 


here, is news from Heaven; for I am quite out 

of the world, and there is ſcarce any thing can reach 
me, except the noiſe of thunder, which ucdoubtedly 
- have heard too. We have read in old authors of 
igh towers levelled by it to the ground, while the 
humble vallies have eſcaped: The only thing that is 
roof againſt it is the laurel, which, however, I rake to 
no ſecurity to the brains of modern autbors. But 
to let you ſee that the contrary to this often bappens, 
I muſt acquaint ycu, that the higheſt and moſt extra- 
vagant heap. of towers in the univerſe, which is in this 
deighbout hood, ſtands (til undefaced, while a cock of 
barley in our next field has been confumed to aſhes. 
Would to God that this heap of barley had been all 
which periſhed! But unhappily beneath this little 


| helter ſat two much more conſtant lovers than ever 


vere found in romance under the ſhade of a beech tre 

John Hewit was a well ſet man, of about five an 

twenty: Sarah Dew might be rather called comely 
than beautiful, and was about the ſame age: They bad 
paſſed through the various labours of the year together, 
wick the greateſt ſatisfation; if ſhe milked, 'twas bis 
morcing and cen care to bring the cows to her 
band. It was but laſt fair that he bought her a preſent 


. of green ſilk for her ſtraw bat; and the poeſy oa ber 


ver ring was of his chuſing. Their love was the talk 
ef the whole neighbourhood; for ſcandal _ — 
me 
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firmed that they had any other views than the lawful | 


poſſeſſion of each other in marriage. It was that very 


morning that he had obtained the conſent of her p. 


rents, and it was but till the next week that they were 
to wait to be happy. Perhaps in the intervals of their 
work they were now — of their wedding cloaths, 
and John was ſuiting ſeveral forts of poppies and field 


flowers to her complexion, to chooſe her a knot for the 


wedding-day. While they were thus buſicd (it was on 
the laſt day of july, between two and three in the af- 
ternoon) the clouds grew black, and ſuch a ſtorm of 
lightning and thunder enſued, that all the labourers 
made the belt of their way to what ſhelter the trees and 


hedges afforded. Sarah was frightened, and fell down 


in a ſwoon on a heap of barley; John, who never fe- 
parated from her, ſat down by her ſide, having raked 
together two or three heaps the better to ſecure her 
from the ſtorm. Immediately there was heard ſo loud 
4 crack, as if Heaven had ſplit aſunder; every one 
was ſolicitous for the ſafety of his neighbour, and 
called to one another throughout the field. No anſwer 
being returned to thoſe who called to our lovers, they 
ſtepped to the place where they lay; they perceive 

the barley all in a ſmoke, and then ſpied this faithful 


—— 


pair. John, with one arm about Sarah's neck, and the; 


other held over her, as if to ſkreen her from the light» 
ning. They were both ſtruck in this tender poſture, 
Sarah's left eye-brow- was ſinged, and there appeared 
a black ſpot on her breaſt; her lover was all over 
black, but not the leaſt Ggns of life were found ig 
either. Attended_by their melancholy companions, 
they were conveyed to the town, and the next day in- 
terred in Stanton-Harcourt Church-yard. My 
Harcourt, at Mr Pope's and my requelt, has cauſed s 
ſtone to be placed over them, upon condition that we 
ſhould furniſh the epitaph, which is as follows: 


ben eaftern levers feed the funeral fire, 

On the ſame pile the faithful pair expire: 

Here pitying Heaven the? virtue mutual hund, 
And blaſted both that it might neither nuonnd. 
Hearts fo fincere th Almi gbty ſaw well pleas'd, 
Sent his own lightning, and the victims feiz'd. 


Lord 


Ba 


| 
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But my Lord is apprehenſive the country people will 
not underſtand this; and Mr Popeſays, he'll make one 
with ſomething of ſcripture in it, and with as liitle 
poetry as Hopkins and Steruhold. 


I am, &c. 


— ———_ 


LETTER C XXI. 


Toa widow Lady, diſſuading her from a ſecond Mar- 
riage. Written by a Relation. 


Dear Couſin, 


WAS accidentally in company, the other day, 

where you was mentioned with great reſpect; but 
it was ſaid that you were about to marry again. I 
may be impertinent in what I have to ſay on this ſub- 
ject, becauſe the obſervations may come too late: 
Yet I thiak that can hardly be the cafe, becauſe this 
is the firſt time I have heard of your deſigning it, and 
then bar caſually. I know how ready the world is to 
interpret the lighteſt acquaintances into couriſhips; 
and I think, had this bzen any thing more, I ſhould 
have heard of it earlicr, and with more certainty; nay, 
I will not believe but you would have written to me of 
it yourſelf. 

As I will perſuade myſelf from theſe reafons that you 
hare not gone ſo far in this matter, if you have made 
any ſtep in it, as to have made it too late to go back, 
I ſhall, with all that freedom which our acquaintance 
and affinity ſupport me in uſing, give you my reaſons 
why I think you do wrong. You are very happy at 
preſent, and thoſe who do not know when they are 
well, commonly change for the worſe. It is @ maxim 
among the gameſters, that nobody ought to play, but 
thoſe who have nothing to loſe; and 5 thick it ought 
to hatd as good with thoſe who marry aſcei they are 


| thirty. Whea there is a bloom of youth upon a face, 


' a man may be tempted to do a great many things to 
purchaſe it; but when that is gone, I ſhuuid be always 


I afraid that the deſire of winning the bet might go far- 


ther than the love of play. If that is the matter, 
wretched is he who is caught, for the winner will be as 
ready in this caſe, as the loſers in the other, to break 


þ ihe tables. 


But 
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But to talk in plaia words, and argue the matter like 
people of this world: I ſhould imagine that any woman 
that had been murried a dozen years, let it have been 
ever ſo happily, would have ſeen enough of the condi 
tion not to be in hamour to enter upon it again when 
the beit ſeaſon of it was over. I talk very freely to 
you, couſin; but 1 love you, and you know it: You 
will therefore, excuſe me; nay, 1 believe you will 
thank me. I adviſe you againit marriage, wut I do 
not know whom you are going tv marry. There is 
one telt of aſfection, and there is but one, and it your 
lover's affairs will bear that, why hall give up half 
of ay objections. The man who has notinny, may 
deceive you when he ſays he loves you, whether you 
have nothing, or have a fortune? for in tie one caſe 
he may juſt like vou have enough for a months living 
together, and. as it is all one to him where he lives, 
he may reſolve upon bidding goodbve to you after- 
wards: In the other, he may, very reaſonably be in 
love with your fortune, and may think ao incumbrarce 
ot your perſon too much for the advantage : Bur if the 
lover have a fortune more than equal to your own, 


take it for granted he is in earneſt, and give yourſelf 


no trouble but about his conſtancy · It would not be 
worth while to marry a man you was ſure like d you to- 
day, but who, it was fitty to one, might change bs 
mind to-morrow: and as to him, who it was impolhble 
to know whether he liked you or no, you, who will 
be too wife to fall into abſolute green-fickneſs love, 
would be diftrafted to venture upon. 


Which of theſe, or whether either of theſe deſeri 
tions, belongs to your preleat admirer, I am entirely 
ignorant. You ſee I am a great enemy to marrying at 
all; but I have told you there is a ſort of man thatÞ 


think yon may venture upon: Sue will have good luck, 


however, that finds him. 


It would be eaſy to be grave upon this ſubject; but, 
dear couſin, it is not ealy to be grave without being 
dull; and I have not a mind you ſhould throw away 
my letter without reading it. You have probably 


eat many years to come, and you have a right to be 
appy in them. You have the means in your o 
hands, and in the name of wiſdom keep them there. 
You have relations who will want your money, vr 
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ou can make no mare uſe of it; and why ſhould you 
| Yb them of it in favour of a ſtranger ? Beſides, I on 

that true affection for you, that I ſhould be unhappy 
ta ſee you in difficulties. 

Conſider all theſe things, for you have gratitude 
and generoſity; and conſider yourſelf, for you have 
prudence. You may be happy in yourſelf, and a bleſ- 
bog to others, theſe forty years; or you may be 
niſerable and a burthen to your relations. This is 
the chance; and, I proteſt, believe the choice is now 
before you. Dear Coukin, farewel; I only repeat it 
to you, conſider, 
| Yours moſt affectionately, &c. 


LETTER CXXXI.L 
From a Gentleman to his Friend, on Happineſs. 


Dear Sir, | 

T ſeems to be the fate of man to ſeek all his conſo- 

lations in futurity. The time preſent is very ſel- 
dom able to fill defire or imagination with immediate 
enjoyment, and we are therefore forced to ſupply the 
deficiencies by recollection or anticipation. 

Every one fo often experiences the fallaciouſneſs of 
| hope, and the inconvemiences of teaching himſelf to 
| expet what a thouſand accidents may preclude, that, 
when time has abated the confidence with which youth 
ruſhes out to take poſſeſhon of the world, we natu- 
| rally endeavour, or wiſh, at leaſt, to find entertain - 
ment in the review of life, and to repoſe upon real 
facts, and certain experience. 

But ſo full is the world of calamity, that every 
{ fource of pleaſure is polluted, and tranquillity dif- 

turbed. When time has ſupplied us with events ſuf- 
ficient to emplny our thoughts. it has mingled them 
with ſo many diſaſters and afflitions, that we ſhrink 
from the remembrance of them, dread their intruſion 
on our minds, and fly from them to company and 
diverſion. | 4 
No man that has paſt the middle point of life, can fit 
down to feaſt upon the pl:aſures of youth, withour 


fading the banquet imbittered by the cup of ſorrow. 
5 ; Many 


a. 
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— days of harmleſs frolic, and many nights of 
feltivi 


hone ty will recur; he —— revive the memory 
of many lucky accidents, or pleaſing extravagancies ; 
or, if he has engaged in ſcenes of action, and been ac- 

uainted with — of difficulty and viciſſitudes of 
ortune, may enjoy the nobler pleaſure of looking 
back upon diſtreſs firmly ſupported, upon danger re- 
ſolutely encountered, and upon oppreſſion artfully de- 
feared. Eneas very properly comforts his com- 
nn, when, after the horrors of a ſtorm, they have 
anded on an unknown and deſolate country, with the 
hope that their miſerics will, at ſome diſtant period, be 
recounted with delight. There are, perhaps, few 
higher gratifacations than that of reflection on evils 
furmounred, when they were not incurred by our own 
fault, and neither reproach us with cowardice or guilt, 


Bat this kind of felicity is always abated by the re- 
flection, that they with whom we ſhould be moſt pleaſed 


to ſhare it, are now in the grave. A few years make 
ſuch havock amongſt the human race, that we ſoun 


ſee ourſelves deprived of thoſe with whom we entered 


the world. The man of enterpriſe, when he has re» 
counted his adventures, is forced, at the cloſe of the 
narration, to pay a ſigh to the memory of thoſe who 
contributed to his ſucceſs; and he that has ſpent his 
life among the gayer part of mankind, . has quickly 
his remembrance (ſtored with the remarks and repar- 


tees of wits, whoſe ſprightliceſs and merrimeat are. 


now loft in perpetual ſilence. The trader, whoſe in- 
duſtry has ſupplied the want of inheritance, when he 
firs down to enjoy his fortune, repines in ſolitary 
plenty, and laments the abſence of thoſe companions 
with whom he had planned out amuſements for his 
latter years; and the ſcholar, whoſe merir,. after 2 
long ſeries of efforts, raiſes him from obſcurity, Jooks 
round invain from his exalted ſtate, for his old friends, 
to be witreifes of his long ſought-tor affluence, and to 
partake of his bounty. 


Such is the imperſection ef all human happineſs, 
and every period of life is obliged to dorrow its en- 
joymen's from the time to come. In youth we have 
aothirg paſt to entertain us; and in age we derive no- 
2hing from rhe retroſpe&t but Fruitleſs ſorrew. * 
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Joſs of our friends and companions impreſſes hourly 
upon us the neceſſity of our own departure. We find 
that all our ſchemes are quickly at an ead, and that we 
mult lie down in the grave with the forgotten multitude 
of former ages, and yield our places to others, who, 
like us, ſhall be driven a while by hope or fear about 


the ſhade of death. 

Beyond this termination of our corporeal exiſtence 
we are therefore obliged to extend our hopes, an 
every man indulges his imagination with ſomething 
which is not to happen till he has loſt the power of per- 
ceiving it. Some amuſe themſelves with entails and 
ſettlements, provide for the increaſe and perpetua- 
tion of families and honours, and contrive to ebviate 
the diſſipation of fortunes, which it has been the 


whole buſineſs of their lives to accumulate. Others 


more refined and exalted, congratulate their own 
hearts upon the future extent of their reputation, the 


diſtant nations, and the gratitude of unprejudiced poſ- 
terity. 

It 15 not, therefore, from this world that any ta 
of comfort can proceed to chear the gloom of the la 
hour. But futurity has {till its proſpects; there is yer 
happineſs in reſerve, ſuſſicient to ſupport us under every 
affliction. Hope is the chief bleſſing of man, and that 
hope only is rational, of which we are certain it can- 
not deceive. | I am, Sir, &c, 


LTYTTK RR. CEXERT. 


Toa Friend, deſcriving the Happineſs ef raral Life, 


Sir, 


Efore my departnre from London, I contracted 
the fondeſt / attachment to that ſcene of ndiſe and 


Variety; but ſince I fat down in this ſweet retirement, 


„Iſures with me. 


the overflowings of my heart in thankfulneſs and 


Fraiſe to my Creator have never ceaſed; my tongue 


bas had no other theme but his wonders; nor have L 
relted for the-wiſh of leading others to ſhare the plea- 


MM Here, 


the ſurface of the earth, and then, like us, be loſt ia 


laſting fame of their performances, the revererce of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
F 


. 


Here, Sir, freed from every embarraſſment of form, 
and every concegn of buſineſs, I rife healthful, fir 


down at eaſe, and trace the ſtrokes of nature's pencil, 


tili the ſenſe aches to comprehend them. The teazing 
calls of clients, the inſufferable folly of unmeaning 
viſitants are over; and, I hope, will never return. I 
am waked by the fierce rays breaking in at the eaſtern 
window to ſee the riſing fun, the nobleſt object in the 
world: And after the gentle pleaſures of the day, re- 
tire at night to my turfy ſeat, recline againſt the lean- 
ing oak that points full welt, and fix my eyes upon the 
parting luminary, now a few minutes high, view his 
even progreſs to the borizon, and ſee him cut the 
verge of that great circle; then follow him deſcending 
till leſs and leſs remains, and ſay, with an involuntar 
ſigh, fatewel, when the laſt ſpot of fire is ſunk beneat 
the plain. | 
Then glows the ſcence which painters bave copied 
Faintly: the purple cloud, the golden edge, the flaming 
luſtre, in the juſt point where the great globe of fire 
deſcended, and thence the change that, through innu- 
merable tin&s, colours the whole extent of that vaſt 
quarter; the different ſhades from the reſemblance of 
a town on fire, to the light amber hue that loſes its 
faint glare upon rhe diſtant mountain. 


The ſeaſons, as they change, will bring variety 
enough. aad every period will be crouded with its pe- 
culiar pleaſure: But, of all others, this, the youth of 
the juſt ripening year, carries delight in every object, 
and in every inſtance. To trace the firſt buds of the 


leafy ſpring. to ſee the hawthorn ſwell with its vernal 


treaſures; the rough elm next burſt into floods of ver- 
dure; the yeliow oak then thruſts out its vaſt bud; 
and, laſt, the flow aſh puſh its winged leaves to fill 
the ſcene of beauty !—Theſe are the objects every 
bedge affords, and every held its humbler elegancies. 
To mark the opening of the lively daiſy, to fee the 
yellow . crowfoot ſpread its gilded coat over whole 
acres of the higher grounds, or trace the — 
Jadyſmock that fill its thick tufts the lower! To fo 

low in the hedge the wild herbs as they ſpring, and 
mark their wonderful and various forms; the hyacinth 


bending its naked {talk with fragrance; the arum 


ſhrouded in his leaty tabernacle, and the young fruit 
| in 
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there to indulge that 
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in every opening flower! How various in their ſeyeral 
forms, and how amazing in the whole! 

Full of theſe wonders and theſe charms, this luſty 
health and ſpringed vigour in mild natures, how ſweet 
the change to look iato the quarters made by art; 


— 


— Retired leiſure, 
That in irim gardens takes its pleaſure ! 


And as one treads the {muoth pavement of the gra - 


vel, or velvet carpet of the graſs walk, to watch the 


. produce of luxuriant culture, day brings after day 


new tranſports; flower opens after flower, and ever 
morning diſclotes ſome new beauty, dearer to the poſ- 
ſeſſor, becauſe his own toil helped its colours. 


How raviſhing to tread the ſmoorh alley, ſeparating. 
one painted border from another! To trace the pro- 
greis of the full anemonies, or watch the colours of the 

inted tulip ! To follow in the former kinds, the vio» 
E. the crimſon and the purple, whoſe colours ſingly 
recommend them to admiration; and, when the eye 
has been feaſted whole days with theſe, to ſee the pea- 
cock ſpread his double leaves, varying his ruby with 
emerald; ro admire the bluthing luſtce ot the roſe, or 
trace the 7 of the ever new camelion ! —— What 
amazing ſatis faction! 

Thence to another quarter glowing with the vivid 
nies, to view with diſtinguiſhing and raptured eye, 


HT "TE 


—_ leifure has employed ſome hours in the {weet 
Y: * 

My paintings are from nature; from what I fee be- 
ore me as I write to you. My own field, and my 
hedges, give the originals of my heart · felt deſcrip- 
tions; and my little gardens, thanks to the friendly 
bands that have ſupplied, 5 the beauties I hve 
. | | 2 cele - 
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celebrated: My heart joins the great chorus with ſia - 
cerity, relating only what it feels. 

_ Thus paſs the hours of one who wiſhes every man to 
rival him in ſatisfation. Believe me, there is ſome- 
thing in theſe fott delights that ſurpaſſeth all the ſen- 
ſualiſts call pleaſure. Quiet and health accompany 
every ſtep; and the path is open to every virtue. Hap- 
py ſhall I account myſelt even in this labour of writing, 
which, indeed, has taken from me ſome hours of thels 
amuſements, if, among all who read, I may but make 
one convert: I ſhall, I am aſſured, have then done 
good to him and to the world. This is the life of in : 


nocence, and that the ſole path to every act in virtue. | 


; I am, &Cc. 


LETTER CXXXIV. 


From Mr Pors /2 a Lady, on the ſeparation of friends, 
| and the fatirfattion of integrity and virtue. 


T* weather is too fine for any one that loves the 
country to leave it at this feaſon; when every 
ſmile of the fun, like the ſmile of a coy lady, is as 
dear as it is uncommon; and I am ſo much in the 
taſte of rural pleaſures, I had rather ſee the ſun than 
any thing he can ſhew me, except yourſelf. I defpile 
every fine thing in town, not excepting your new 
own, till I fee you dreſſed in it, which, by the way, 
don't like the better for the red; che leaves, I think, 
are very pretty. I am growing fit, I hope, for a bet · 
ter world, of which the light of the ſun is but a ſha» 
dow: For I doubt not but God's works here are what 
comes neareſt to his works there; and that a true re» 
liſh of the beauties of nature is the moſt eaſy Prepart: 
tion and gentleſt tranſition to an enjoyment of thoſe cf 
Heaven: As, on the contrary, a true town-life of 
hurry, confuſion, noiſe, flander and diſſention, is a 
fort of apprenticeſhip to Hell and its furies. I am en- 
deavouring to put my mind into as quiet a ſituation 
as I can, to be ready to receive that ſtroke which J 
believe is comiag upon me, and have fully reſigned 
myſelf to yield to it. The ſeparation of my ſoul and 
body, is what I could think of with leſs pain; 3 


F, 
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am very ſure he that made it will take care of it, and 
in whatever ſtate he pleaſes it ſhail be, that ſtate mult 
be right: Bat I cannot think, without tears, of bein 
ſeparated from my friends, when their condition is ſo 
doubtful, that they may want even ſuch aſſiſtance as 
mine. Sure it is more merciful to take from us after 
death all memory of what we loved or purſued here; 
for elſe what a torment would it be to a ſpirit, {till 
to love thoſe creatures it is quite divided from? Un- 
leſs we ſuppoſe, that, in a more exalted lite, all that 
we eſteemed in this imperfect ſtate will e ffect us no more 
than what we loved in our infancy concerns us now. 
This is an odd way of writing to a lady, and I am 
ſenſible would throw me under a great deal of ridicule, 


were you to ſhew this letter among your acquaintance. 


But perhaps yoa may not yourlelt be quite a ſtranger 
to this way of thinking. I heartily with your life may 
be ſo long and fo happy. as never to let you think quite 
ſo far as I am now led to do; but to think a little to- 
wards it, is what will make you tbe happier and the 
eaſier at all times. 

There are no pleaſures or amuſements that I don't 
wiſh you; and therefore tis no ſmall grief to me, that 
T ſhall for the future be leſs able to partake with you in 
them. But let fortune do her worſt, whatever ſhe makes 
us loſe, as long as ſhe never makes us lofe our honeily 
and our independence: I deſpiſe from my heart who- 


ever parts with the firſt, and I pity from my ſoul who- : 


ever quits the latter. 


| 


I am, &c. - 
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LETTER cxxxv. 


from aa Uncle to his Nephew en the pernicious balit 
| | of driniing ia exceſs. 


Dear Nephew, : 

WHEN 7 conſider your age, inexperience, and ſi- 
tuation, and how often you will, unavoidably, 

be led into company, I think I cannot employ a vacant 
hour bet:er than in laying before you a few thoughts 
en the deteſtable praftice of drinking to exceſs; and I 


ö er ON this buſweſs the more chearfully, becauſe I 


M 3 am 
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am coniident you have hitherto been careful to follow 
my advice. : 


There is no vice carries à greater ſhame and odium 
in it than drunk:nneſs. There is no ſpectacle we be- 
hold with greater averſion and contempt. It finks a 
man infinitely below the beaſts that periſh.—The brutes 
are guilty of no exceſs—this is the prerogative of man. 
This ſhameful vice throws the mind into univerſal con- 
fuſion and uproar—lays the unde: ſtanding and reaſon 
in fad and deplorable ruins—effaces every thing that 
can be called the image of God—extinguiſhes reaſon 


and inflaraes the paſhons—dethrones the judgment and 


exalts our worlt deſires into its place. The world has 
not in it a re contemptible ſight than a rational crea» 
ture in this condition. A famous republic of old, uſed 
to make their flaves drunk, and expole them in that 


condition to their children, that, by ſeeing their tidi- 


culovs actions, hearing their ridiculous expreſhons, 
and deholding that deplorable alienation of reaſfog 
which this vice occaſions, they might be effectually de- 
teried from it. They thought, ſays an uſeful writer, 


that, were they to apply wholly to the reaſon of their ' 


youths, it might prove to little purpoſe, as the force 
of the argumeats which 9d | now employed, might not 
be ſufficiently -pprehended, 

ſoon be effaced : But when they made them frequently 
eye-witneſſes of all the madneſs and abſurdi ies, and at 
length of the perfect ſenſeleſineſs which the immoderate 
draught occaſioned. the idea of the vile change would 


be ſo fixed in che minds of its beholders, as to ter der 


them utterly aver!z frem its cauſe. 


And may we net julily conclude it to be from Fence, 
y 


that the offsprings of the perfons who are accultom- 
ed thus to diſguſt themiclves, often prove remark» 
ably iubcr. They avoid in their riper years their pa- 
rent's crime, from that det-ltation of it which they 
contracted in their catlicr. As to moſt other vices, 
theit debating circumſtances are not fully kaown 1 
us till we have attained a maturity of age; nor e 
be theo, till they have been duiy attended to; But 
in our very childhood, at our firſt beholdiug the ef- 
fects of drunkenneſs, we are ftriftga with aſtaniſh- 
ment, tat à rational being ſhould Ee thus changed 
| | 0 
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or the impreſhon might 


fr 
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ſhould be induced to make himfelf the object of feorn 
yet contempt - And indeed we mult told the man is = 

uvimoſt contempt, whom we hear and fee in tis | | 
eſs to exceſs; at firſt, teazing you with bis con- | 
tentiouſneſs and impertinence—miſtaking E mean- | 
ing and hardly knowing his own—then, taitering in 
his ſpeech—unable to get through an entire ſentence— 
bis hands trembling—bis eyes ſwimming—his legs 100 
| feeble co ſupport him; till at length you only know 
the human creature by his ſhape. 
cannot but add, that, were a perſon of ſenſe to 
hare a juſt notton of all the filly things he ſays or does, 
of the wretched appearance he makes in a dranken fir, 
be could not want a more powerful a! gument againſt 
repeating the crime. 
But, as none of us are inclined to think ill of our- 
ſelves, none of us will know how far our vices expoſe 
us: We allow them excuſes which they meet not with 
„from any but ourfelves. | 
This is the caſe of all; it is particularly ſo with” 
er. | drunkards: Many of whom, from ſhame, would un- 
„ 1} doubtedly reform, could they be brought to conceive 
how much they do of what they ought to be Hamed. 


ot Nor is it improbable that it is this very conſideration, 
he bow much drunkenneſs contributes to make a man the 
ly | contempt of his wife, his childten, his ſervants, of all 
at | fober ſpectators, which hath proved the cauſe that it 
its | hath never been the reigning vice of any people poſe 
au | fefſed of refinement of manners. Nay, drunkenneſs 
zer | has only prevailed among the ſavage and uncivitized, 
| among thoſe of ruder underſtandings and leſs deheac 
of fentiment. Crimes, as there arc in mes, there mult 
ce, | be in all nations; but the more civilized have per- 
m- | ceived drunkenneſs to be ſuch an offence againſt com- 
k- | mon decency, ſuch a proflitution of one's felf to the 
pa- | rdicule and ſcoffs ot the meaneſt, that, in whatever 
xy | tle they might tranfgreſs, they would not do ii in 
es, | this particular; but lcave a vice of ſuch a degradicg, 
p nature to the wild and uncultivated—to the ſtupid and 
C | undiſtinguiſned part f mankind—to thoſe who had no 
Bur [inotion of propriety of character, and decenc 3uf con- 
e. duct. How late this vice became the reproach of dur 
iſh- | countrymen, we find in Camden's annals. Under the 
d— | Year 13581 he has this obſervatien: The Ruin, 
3 EE. WhO 
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ho bitherto had, of all the nortbera nations, ſhewn 
themſelves the leaſt addicted to immpd:rate drinkivg, 

nd been commended for their ſobriety, fir{t learned, 
jo theſe wars in the Netherlaads, io ſwallow a large 
quantity of intoxicating liquor, and to deſtroy their 
own health, by drinking that of others”. 


There is hardly any vice which entails more com- 
licated miſeries upon the unhappy wretch that is a 


ave to it than drunkennefs. It gradually undermines 


the ſtrength and vigour both of body and mind. We 
every day fee the moſt deplorable effects of this mglt 

meſal vice in the ruined health, conſtitution, and 
ortune of vaſt numbers of our fellow-creatures. How 
many ingenious and induſtrious perſons has this ten- 
dered uſeleſs and worthleſs! How many happy fami- 
hes doth this daily reduce to indigence and beggary ! 
How many innocent ſufferers doth it involve in its 
deplorable cooſcquences ! How many have I known 
who began life creditably and reputably, with a baſis, 
on which, through induſtry and virtue, to rear the 
{truture of an ample fortune, by contracting theſe 
fatal and curſed habits, have ruined themſelves and 
their families for ever! For, of all vices, there is none 
fo incurable as this, when it is once contracted. Other 
vices leave us with age: This fixes its root deeper, and 
acquires ſtrength and firmneſs, with revolving years. 
It kindles an infernal ſpark which is abſolutely inex- 
ringuiſhable. ) 


Beſides, drunkenneſs is an inler te all wickedneſs, 
For, when a man has no reaſon to dire him, he is 
prepared for any enormity. It gon every ſpecies of 
temptation power over us, by diſqualifying us for con- 
hderation, and by cxtinguiſhiog in us all regard to 
prudence and caution. 


It ſtimulates us to follow the raſheſt advice of our 
companions, becauſe not allowing us to reaſon upon 
it, and incapacrating us for ſelt-goverameat; it o 
courſe abandons us to the guidance of thoſe with 
whom we are molt pleaſed, of thoſe who give into all 
our exceſſes. : | 


It certainly lays us open to the greateſt crimes; be · 
cauſe, when we are thoroughly heated by tlie inebri- 
ating draught, we then are inamouted with what is 

. I dariog 
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daring and extravagant—we then aſpire to bold atd 
deſperate undertakings, and that which is molt licen- 
nous then cal ties with it the appearance of a great and 
glorious cnterpriſe, adapted to a courageous and in- 
trepid mind. Hence rapes, adulteties, murders, acts 
of the laſt inhumanity and barbarity, have been per- 
petrated—actions, for which, if the very thoughts of 
them could have entered their minds in their fober 
moments, they would juſtly have abborred themſelves. 
Alexander the Great. at the initigation of a drunken 
barlot, iſſued from his cups with torches, and trirnt 
perſepolis, the metropolis of the Perſian empire, one 
of me molt ſtarely and magnificent cities ia the whole 
world. 

The moſt fatal miſchief, from wkich one branch of 
the medical profeſtion derives its principal ſupport. very 
frequently reſults from a ſtate of intoxication. Young 
perſons, when inflamed with wine, heſitate not to 
throw themſelves, in this Rate of inebtiaty, into the 
arms of the very lowelt claſs of proſtitutes, with whom 
all great cities ſwarm in the midnight hours—crea- 
tares, covered with filth, itch, and rags, putrid with 
diſeaſe, ard devoured with vermin, whom, in their 
ſenles and ſober hours, they would have regarded with 
the utmoſt * and horror. - + 
lam, | 

Your affectionate Uncle, &a. 


LETTER CXXXVI. 


On Afﬀedtation and Simplicity. 


I was atked which of all the qualities that confſti- 
£ tute an amiable character would fingly go fartheſt 
in gaining my love and admiration, I thould anſwer, 


| without heſitation, fimplicity. I cannot ſuppoſe my- 


ſelf peculiar in this preference: for I have obſerved 
the general attraction of this quality, which operates 
tren on thoſe who are themſelves moſt deficient in it. 
dow comes it then to paſs, that an exceſſive deſire of 
admiration always ſhews itſelf in affectation of ſome 

d or other? That wh of one ſhould, in proportion 
tothe ſtrength of this defire, act in a manner which 
molt effeAually defeats the accompliſhment of Pa ” 
* | rely 


* 
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— a phznomenon in che moral world, not un- 
wor 


y the enquiry of philoſophers. 


 AﬀeQation is ſo univerſally acknowledged to be dif. 

guſting, that it is among the faults which the moſt 
inumate friends cannot venture gravely to reprove in 
each other; for; to tell your friends that they are ha- 
bitually affected, is to tell them that they are habi- 
tually diſagreeable; which nobody can bear to hear, 
I beg leave, therefore, as a-general friend, without 
offending any one; to whiſper to all thoſe whoſe hearts 
confeſs that vanity has inſpired them with any fort of 
aflectation, that it never does, nor ever can ſucceed as 
a means of pleaſing. 


I have a thouſand times wiſhed to tell Flirtilla, that 
the — ſhe ſrt bs be — — in 2 and 

rpetually giggling, do not paſs upon me for the viva- 
ty of youth: I 2 they coſt her a great deal of 
trouble, and it gives me an irritation of nerves to look 
at her; fo that it would have been much for her eaſe 
and mine, could I have ventured to beg that ſhe would 
always in my preſence give way to her natural langour 
and dullneſs, which would be far more agreeable to me, 


- Glorioſa, whenever a remarkable inſtance of gene- 
roſiiy or goodneſs is mentioned, takes infinite paids, 
with the moſt pompuus cloquencez'te convince me that 
the action ſeems poor to the greatneſs of her ſoul—that 
che ſhould think half her fortune a trifling gift to a 
worthy friend—that ſhe would rather ſuffer the moſt 
exquiſite pain berſelf, than fee a fellow creature, tho” 
a ſtranger to ier, endure it—andG that it is a nobler et · 
fort in her to refrain from the moſt generous actions, 
than it would be in the greateſt miſer to perform them. 
I lang to let her know, that the only effect theſe de. 
clarations produce in my mind is a doubt, which ! 


ſhould otherwiſe never have entertained, whether ſue 


really poſſeſſes even the common portion of good- 


nature and-benevolence. - LEE ps 
Humanus, on the other hand, need not be ſo much 


aſhamed of his tenderneſs and goodneſs of heart- 


which is the only agreeable part of his character, 2 
which all his affected roughneſs and inſenſibility can- 


not hide. Be content, good Humanus; you never cal 
attain the reputation to which you aſpire, «4 ſtern 


| 


_ — 


x 


| 
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unfeeling heart; we all know you are good · natured 
and affedtionate; and it is for the ſake of theſe qua- 


lities alone that we endure all the diſguſting airs of 
brutality you give yourſelf.” | bes 


Poor young Saunter, having obſerved that the few men 
of faſhion and fortune who admit him into their com- 
pany are gameſters and debauchees, thinks nothin 
more is neceſſary to make him appear like a man 
faſhion and fortune than to be thought a gameſter 
and debauchee, To this end he really practiſes ſome 
vices. and proſeſſes many more. He will entertain you 
for hours with boaſting of ruinous betts which he 
never made, and riotous debauches of which he never 
was guilty, But nobody believes him: every body 
knows that the poor young man would be ſober e- 
nough, if be thought it genteel: and, notwithſtanding 
the great ſpirit with which he profeſſes to deſpije his 
too indulgent father, and to wiſh him dead, there are 
ſtrong ſuſpicions that he is Got abſolutely without na- 
tural affection, and that he really does not behave ill 
to the good old man, except in the article of ſpending. 
ioo much of his money. Let me perſuade you, Saun- 
ter, to make an experiment, whether the world would 
not receive E as well with a few good oe, as 
with all the bad ones you aſſume. If you find it does 
not ſucceed, Ygu may more eaſily return to the ways 


| of vice, than you could to th: ſe of virtue, ſhould you 


delay much longer, and ſhould you ever have ſenſe 
enough to perceive what a defpicable animal vanity 


has made you. 


The important airs and infolence of a rich mechanic 
juſt ſetting vp for a gentleman, is not a more deciſive 
mark of a low-lived man, than the over-ſtrained hu- 
mility of Superbia i* of an immeaſurable pride. Whilſt 
ſhe depreciates herſelf in every ſentence, and affes to 
exalt her companions ſo far abeve her, that ſhe will 
ſcarcely allow herſelf ro converſe with them, ſhe makes 
them feel her proud condeſcenſipn in a manner that is 
more offenſive than the moft openly aſſumed ſupe- 
nority. Her aim is, to place in the ſtrongeſt point of 
view the advantages ſhe has, or thinks ſhe has over 
them, and then to be ſuppoſed ſuperior in herſelf to 
al thoſe advantages, and adorned with ſuch humility 
a3 muſt heighten their reſpc&@ and admiration. Poor 

| woman ! 


, 
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woman ! ſhe fails ia both theſe aims. Her affected 
humility renders her contemptibly ridiculous k and 
her real pride arms every body's ſelf love againſt her, 
and Ciſpoſes them to undervalue thoſe circumſtances 
on which they ſee ſhe founds her conſequence. 


As liars often preſume ſo far on the politeneſs of the 
company—which forbids the flat contradiction of a 
matter of fact—as to utter the moſt palpable falſe. 
hoods; fo the perſons I have deſcribed preſume, on 
the ſame grounds, that every one they converſe with 
is the dupe of their affectation. A little better opinion 
of the ſagacity of others wbuld ſave both the affected 
and the cunning a world of unneceffary trouble. Cua- 
ning does indeed ſometimes ſucceed in deceiving the 
particular perſon to whom it is applied; but a man 
characteriſtically artful is almoſt always ſeen through 
by the generahty of the world. Affected geſtures, 
manner, or ſentiments in converſation, are obvious 16 
every underſtanding: every one joins in pronouncit 
them ridiculous,—One of the moſt affected wentce? 
ever knew ſaid to me once, in a tone of the utmoſt 
langour, ©* You know one had better be dead than be 
affected !”—Thus, all condemn what they expect to be 
admired for; and hope, againſt all reaſon and proba - 
bility, to impoſe on the world by the fame arts which 
they can themſelves ſo eaſily diſcern is others, and ſo 
readidyfoin to deride. | | | 


Whilſt the vain man is painfully ſtriving to outſhine 
all the company, and to attract their admiration, by 
falſe wit, forced compliments, and ſtudied graces, he 
mult ſarely be mortified to obſerve how conſtantly 
Simplicius engages their attention, reſpect, and com- 
placency, without having once thought of hiaiſelf as a 
perſon of any conſequence amongft them. Simplicius 
imparts his ſuperior knowledge, when called upon, as 
ealily and naturally as be would tell you what it is 
o'clock; and with the ſame readineſs and good will 
informs the moſt ignorant, or confers with the molt 
learned. He is as willing to receive information as to 


give it, and 10 join the company, as far as he is able, 


in the molt trifling converſation into which they hap» - 


pen to fall, as in the moſt ſerious or ſublime. If he 
diſputes, it is with as much candour on the moſt im - 
| portant 


Jon a ſuperficial view, nor by the 
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aot and intereſting, as on the moſt inſignihcant - 
ſubje&ts; and he is not lefs —_ in hearing than in 
anſwering his aotagouniſt. If vou talk to him of bim- 
ſelf, or his works, he accepts praiſe or acknowledges 
defects, with equal meckneſs, and it is impoſſible to 
ſuſpect him of affectation in either. We are more ob- 
liged and gratified by the plain unexaggerated ex- 
preſſons of his regard, than by the compliments and 
attentions of the moſt accompliſhed pattern of high 
breeding; becauſe his benevolence and fincerity are 
fo ſtrongly marked in every look, word, and actions, 
that we are convinced his civilities are offered for our 
fakes, not for his own; and are the natural effects of 
reai kindnels, not the itudied ornaments of behaviours 
Every one is deſirous to ſhew him kindneſs in return, 
which we kw will b- accepted juſt as i is meant. 
All are read y to pay him that deference which he does 
not deſire, and to give him credit for more than he aſ- 
fumes, or even'for more than he poſſeſſes. With a per- 
ſoa ungraceful, and with manners unpoliſhed by the 
world, his behaviour is always proper, eaſy, and re- 
ſpectable; as free from conſtraiot and ſervility in the 
highelt company as from haughtineſs and infolence in 
the loweſt, His dignity ariſes from his humility; and 
the ſweetneſs, gentleneſs, and trankneſs of his manners 
from the real goodneſs and exctitude of his heart, which 
lies open to inipection in all the fearleſſaeſs of truth, 
vithour any need of diſguiſe or ornament. 

Where this foundation of real virtue is wanting, 
every art of pleaſing is but the thin ſuperficial covering 
of deformity, which becomes the more diſgyiting by 
the pains taken to dreſs it in falſe colours. No wonder 
then that famplicity is ſo ſure ot attracting love and ap- 
probation, ſince it implies almoſt every other virtue. 
No wonder that the heart, where envy, pride, and va- 
nity reſide, will not venture to truſt irfelt to the lips 
or eyes. © Dare to be what you are,” is a good 
maxim; but it will only be put in practice by thoſe who 
are what they ought to be. Every one may, however, 
reſt aſſured, that they are generally known for what 
they are, and that fal{chood, like Cain, has a mark ſet 
upon it by Heaven. This mark woy not be diſcerned 

| oolitb, the young, 
and ine xperieaced; but in a ſhort courſe of years it wi 
de diſcorered by ſo many * that the world cannot 
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be kept ignorant of it, and it will then be puniſhed by 
the ſcorn it deſerves. ; 
Whoever, therefore, defires to pleaſe, to be re- 
22 and beloved, let him firlt give his attention to 
e iaward (tate of his mind. When all is right there, 
out ward elegancies may be eaſily attained, or the want 
of them eaſily excuſed. But it nature and the heart 
have not a ſhare in dictatiag his behaviour, his looks, 
and his ſentiments, he may be a fop, a dancing -maſter. 


a courticr, or a {py; but he can never be an amiable 
man. p 


—_ 
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LETTER cxxxvnl. 


On the Government of the Temper. By a Lady. 
My dear Niece, | 


NE very 22 point of importance to your future 
; happineſs, is what your parents have, doubt- 
leſs, been continually attentive to from your in- 
fancy, as it is impoſſible to undertake it too early—lT 
mean the due regulation of your temper. Though 
you are in a great meaſure indebted to their forming 
ands for whatever is good in it, you are ſenſible, no 
doubt, as every human creature is, of propenſities to 
ſome infirmity of temper, which it mutt now be your 
owa care to correct and ſubdue; otherwiſe the pains 
that have bitherto been raken with you may all become 
fruitleſs: and, when you are your own miſtreſs, you 
may relapſe into thoſe faults, which were originally in 
Four nature, and which will require to be — 
worked and kept under, through the whole courſe 
our lite. 
1 If you conſider, that the conſſant tenor of the goſpel 
precepts is to promote love, peace, and good will 
amongſt men, you will not doubt that the cultivation 
of an amiable diſpoſition is a great part of your reli- 
ious duty; ſince nothing leads more direaly to the 
reach of charity, and to the iu jury and moleſtation of 
our fellow-creatures, than the indulgence of ao ill 
temper · Do not therefore think lightly of the offences 
may commit, for want of a due command over 
t, or ſuppoſe yourſelf reſponſible for them to your 
fellow · creatures only; but, be aſſured, you maſt gire 
| "OP a 


K 


( 13s ) 
a ſtrict account of them all o the Supreme Governor 
of the world, who has made this a great part of your 
appointed trial upon earth. 

A woman, bred up in a religious manner, placed 
above the reach of want, and our of the way of ſordid' 
or ſcandalous vices, can have but few temprations to the 
flagrant breach of the divine laws. It particularly con - 
cerns her therefore to ander{land them in their full im - 

, and to conſider how far ſhe treſpaſſes againſt them. 
by ſuch actions as appear trivial, when compared with 
murder, adultery, and theft, but which become of very 
great importance, by — . repeated, and 
occurring in the daily tranſactious of lite. 

The principal virtues or vices of a woman muſt be 0 
a private and domeſtic kind Within the circle of her 
own ſamily and dependanrs Hes her ſphere of aftion— 
the ſcene of almoſt all thoſe raſks and trials, which muſt 
determine her character, and her fate, here, and here- 
a ter. Reflect, for a moment, how much the happinefs 
of her. huſband, children, and ſervants, muſt depend 
on her temper, and you will fee that the greateſt good, 
or evil, which ſhe ever may have in her power to do, 
may ariſe from her correcting or indalging its 
infirmities. : : 

- Though I wiſh the priociple of duty towards God to 
be your ruling motive in the exerciſe of every virtue, 

t, as human nature ſtands in need of all 72 — helps, 

us not forget how eſſential it is to preſent happineſs, 
and to the enjoyment of this life, to coluvate ſuch a 
temper as is likewiſe indiſpenfibly regal to the at- 
tainment of higher felicity in the life to come. The 
greateſt outward bleſſings cannot afford enjoyment to a 
mind ruffled and uneaſy within itſelf. A fit of ill hu- 
mour will ſpoil the fineſt entertainment, and is as real 
a torment as the moſt painful diſ-aſe. Another un- 


| «voidable conſequence of ill remper is the diflike aud 


averſion of all who are witneſſes to it, and, perhaps, 
the deep and laſting reſentment of thoſe who ſuffer from 
us effects. We all, from ſocial or ſelf-love, earneſtly 
dere the eſteem and affection of our fellow- creatures; 
and indeed our condition makes them ſo neceſſary to 
vs, thar the wretch who has forfeited them, mult feet 
deſolate and undone, deprived of all the belt enjoy- 
ments and comforts the world can afford, and given up 
o in ward miſery, unpitied and ſcorned. But this 
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never can be the fate of a good-natured perſon : what- 
ever faults he may have, they will generaily be treated 
with leyity ; he will find an advocate it every human 
heart; his errors will be lamented rather than abhor. 
red; and his virtues will be viewed in the faireſt point 
of light:, His good humour, without the help of great 
talents of acquiremen:s, will make his company pre- 
ferable io that of the moſt bruliant genius, in wrom 
this quality is wanting. In ſhort, it is almoſt impoſ- 
ſible that you can be fincerely beloved by any body, 
without this engaging property, whatever other excel 

lencies you may poſſeſs; but, with it, you will ſcarcel 

fail of finding Ge friends and favourers, even tho 

you ſhould be deſtitute of almoſt every other advantage. 
Pethaps you will ſay, all this is very true, but gur 
** cempers are not in our power—ve are made with 
different diſpolnions, and, if mine is not amiable, it 
is rather my unhappineſs than my fault.“ This, my 
ar, is commonly ſaid by thoſe who will not take the 
trouble to corre themſelves. Yet, be uflured, it isa 
deluſion, and will not avail in our juſtification before 
him, who knoweth whereof we are made,” and of 
what we are capable. It is true, we are not all equally 
happy in our diipolitions; but human virtue con 
cheriſhing and cultivating every good inclination, and 
in checking and ſubduing every propenſity to evil. If 
— had been born with a bad temper, it might have 
n made a good one, at leaſt with regard to its out- 
ward effects, by education, reaſon, and principle; and, 
though you are ſo happy as to have a good one while 
young, do not ſuppoſe it will always continue fo, if 
neglect io maintain a proper command over it. 
ower, lickneſs, diſappointments, or worldly cares, 
may corrupt and imbinter the ſineſt difpofition, if they 


are not counteracted by reaſon and religion 
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LETTER CXXXVIII. 
On the firſt Principles of Religion. By a Lady. 


My dear Niece, 


* why you are fo happy as to have parents, 
who are both capable and deſi tous of giving vou 


all proper inſtruction, yet I, who love you Jo tenderly, 


cannot help fondly wiſhing ro contribute ſomething, 
if poſhble,. to your improvement and welfare: And, 
as I am fo far ſeparated from you, that it is only by 
pen and iok I can offer you my ſentiments, I will hope 
that your attention may be engaged, by ſeeing on pa- 
per, from the hand of one of your warmeſt friends, 
truths of the higheſt importance, which, though you 
may not find new, can rever be too deeply engraven: 
on you mind. 

You are now in your fifteenth: year, and mult ſoon: 
act for yourſelf; therefore it is high time io {lore your” 
mind with thoſe principles, which muſt direct your 
conduct, and ſix your character. If you defire to live 
in peace and honour, in favour with God and man, 
nd to die in the 1 hope of rifing from the grave 
to a life of endleſs bappineſs—if theſe things _ 
worthy your ambition, you muſt ſet out in earneſt in 


the purſuit of them. Conſider, that good and evil are 


now before you, that, if you. do not-heartily chooſe 
and love the one, you mult undoubtedly be the wretched: 
naim of the other. Your trial is now begun; you: 
maſt either become one of the glociaus children of 

God, who are to rejoice in his love for ever, or a child 
of deltrution—miſerableia this life, aud puniſhed with: 

eternal death hereafter, 

The firit (tep muſt be to awakem your mind to aſenſe: 
of the importance of the taſk before you. To this end, 


I yourmuſt inform your underſtanding what you ought 


to believe, and to do.—You muſt corre and purify. 
your heart; cheriſh and improve all its good affettions ; 
and continually mortify and ſubdue thoſe that are evil. 


ou muſt form and govern your temper and manners 


zccording to the laws of benevolence and juſtice; aud 
qualify yourſelf, by all means in your power, for an 
vetul and agreeable member of ſociety. When once 


you conſider life aud the duties of life. in this manner, 
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you will liſten eagerly to the voice of igftruQtion and 
admonition, and feize ever 44g xy young of improve- 
ment; every uſeful hint will be laid up in your heart, 
and your chief delight will be io thoſe perſons,” and 
thoſe books, from which you can learn true wiſdom, 

Ko 


The only ſure foundation of human virtue is re- 
ligion, and the foundation and firſt principle of reli- 
gion is the belief of the one only God, and a jult ſeaſe 
of his atiributes. This you will think you have learn» 
ed long ſince, and poſſeſs in common with almoſt every 
human creature in this enlightened age and nation; 
bur, believe me, it is leſs common than vou imagine, 
to believe in the true God—thar is, to form fuch a 
notion of the Deity as is agreeable to truth, conſiſ- | 


tent with thoſe infinite perfections which all profeſs 
fo aſcribe to him. The kiadeſt and beit of Brings, 
who made all creatures in bountiful goodneſs, who 
condeſcends to {tile himſelf our father 1 and, who 
piticth us, as a father pitieth his own children I—Let 
your devotion then be the language of filial love and 
gratitude; conſide to this kindett of fathers every | 
Want, and every wiſh of your beart;—but ſubmit 
them all to his will, and freely offer him the diſpoſal 
of youtlelf, and of all your affairs. Thank him fer 
his benefits, and even for his panifhments—convinced 
that theſe alſo are benefits, and merc:fully deſigned 
for your good. Implore his direction in all difficul- 
ries; his aſhitance io all trials; bis comfort and ſupport 
in ſickneſs or affliction; his reſtraining grace in the 
time of proſperity and joy. Do not perſiſt in defiring 
what his providence denies you; but be aſſured it is 
not good for you. Refuſe not any thing he ailots you, 
but eſubrace it as the be ſt and propereſt for you. For- 
get not to dedicate yourſelf to his fervice every day; 
to implore his fog veneſe of your faults, and his pro- 
tection from evil every night: And this not merely in 
formal words, unaccompanied by any act of the mind, | 
but in ſpirit and in truth;” in grateful love and bum |} he 
ble adorativa. Nor let theſe ſtated periods of worſhip } Tt 
de your only commonication with him; accuſtom {| xe: 
yourſeif to think often of him, in all your waking | 8" 
hours ;—s contemplate his witdom and power, in the | 
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every object of uſe or of pleaſure—to delight in giving 
him praiſe in your iomolt beart, in the midiſt of every 
in t grauification—ia the livelieſt hour of ſocial 
enjoyment». You cannot conceive, if you have not ex- 
perienced, bow much hlent acts of gratitude and love 


reflections will diffuſe over your 
mind. On the other hand, when you are ſuffering 
in or ſorrow, when you are confined to an unplea- 
t ſituation, or engaged in & painful duty, bow wall 
it ſupport and animate you, to refer yourſelf to your 
Almighty Father !—to be aſſuted that he knows your 
ſtate and your intentions; that no effort of virtue is 
lot in his ſight, por the leaſt of your actions or ſuf- 
ferings diſregarded or forgotten !—that his hand is 
ever over you, to ward off every ical evil, which is 
not the effect of your own ill conduct, _ to relieve 
ey * that is not uſctul to your future well- 
"g 


Do not, therefore, think it too ſoon to turn your 
mind to God; but offer him the firft fruits of your 


re you increaſe in love to him, and delight in his 
aws, the more you will increaſe in happigeſs, in ex- 
celle nce, and honour :—That, in proportion as yuu im- 


to your fellow-creatures; contented and peaceful in 
yourſelf; and qualified to enjoy the beſt bleſſings of 
this life, as well as to inherit the glorious promiſe 
immortality. | 


Thus far 1 have ſpoken of the fitſt principles of all 
religion: namely, belief in God, worthy , notions of 


which will naturally excite a fincere defire of obe- 
dieace. Bur, before you can obey his will, yo muſt 
know what that will is; you muſt enquire in what 
manner he has declared it, and where you may find 
thoſe laws, which mult be the rule of your. ations. 
Therefore, God has vouchſafed to grant a particular 
reveiation of his will—If he has been ſo uaſpcakably 
gracious, as to ſend his ſon into the world to reclaim 
mankind From error and wickedneſs—to die for our 


it becomes us to receive his precepts with the deepeſt 
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reverence; to love and prize them above all thin 

and to ſtudy them conſtantly, with an earnelt: defire 
to conform our thoughts, our words, and actions to 
them, : 0 a 


As you advance in years and underſtanding, I hope 
you will be able to examine for yourſelf the evidences 
of the chriſtian religion, and be convinced, on rational 

nds, of its divine authority. It is your duty to 

— that the holy ſeriptures are writings inſpired 
by God, containing a true hiſtory of facts, in which 
we are deeply concerned—a true recital of the laws 
given by God to Moſes, and of the prec>pts of our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour, delivered from his own 
mouth to his diſciples, and repeated and ealarged 
upon in the edifying epiitles of his apoſtles - who were 
men choſen from amongſt thoſe, who had the advan- 
tage of convering with our Lord, to bear witneſs of 
his miracles and refurreftion—and who, after his aſ- 
cenſion, were aſſiſted and inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt. 
This ſacred volume mult be the rule of your life. I 
it you will find all truths neceſſat y to be believed; a 
plain and eaſy directions, for the practice of ever 
duty : Your Bible then muſt be your chief ſtudy ani 
delight. Oar Saviour's precepts were ſpoken to the 
common people amang{t the Jews; and were therefore 

ven ia a maaner ealy to be underſtood, and equally 
Rriking and ĩnſtruct. ve to the learned and unlearned: 
For the moſt ignorant may comprehend them, whilſt 
the wiſeſt mult be charmed and awed, by the beautiful 
and majeſtic ſimplicity with which they are expreſſed. 
Ot the ſame kind are the Ten Commandments, deli- 
vered by God to Moles; which, as they were deſigned 
for univerſal laws, are worded in the moit conciſe and 
ſimple manner, yet with a Majeſty which commands 
our utmuſt reverence. May you be enabled to make 
the beſt uſe of this moſt precious gift of God—this 
ſacred treaſury of knowledge! May you read the 
bible, not as a taſſe, nor as the dull employment of 
that day only in which you are forbidden mare lively 
enrertainments—bur, with a ſincere and ardent defire 
of inſtruction; with that love and delight in God's 
word, which the holy P{almiit ſo pathetically felt and 
deſcribed, and which is the natural conſequeace of 
loying God and virtue ! Jes 
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Adieu, my beloved niece l If the feelings of your 
heart, whilit you read my letters, correſpond with 
thoſe of mine, whilft I write them, I ſhall not be 
without the advantage of your partial affection, to gire 
weight to my advice; for bclieve me, my own dear 
girl, my heart and eyes overflow with tenderneſs, 
while 1 tell you, with how warm and earneſt prayers 
for your happineſs here, and hercafter, 1 fubſcribe 


myſelf _ the | 
Your faithful Friend, | 
And molt affectionate Aunt, &c. - 


LETTER CXXXIX. 


On Oeconomy. By a Lady. 
My dear Niece, 


O is ſo important a part of a woman's 
charaCter, fo neceſſary to her own happineſs, and 


ſo effential to her performing properly the duties of a 


wife and of a mother, that it ought to have the prece- 
dence of all other accompliſhments, and takes its rank 
next to the firſt duties of lite. It is moreover an art. 
as well as a virtue—and many well meaning perſons, 
from ignorance, or from incoaſidet ation, are e 
deßcient in it. I would, therefore, earneſtly 16 
| ay to make ule of every opportunity you can find, 
the laying in ſome ſtore of knowledge on this ſub- 
ject, before you are called upon to the practice; by 
obſerving what paſſes before you—by conlulting pru- 
dent and experienced miſtreſſes of families—and by 
entering in a book a memorandum of every new piece 
of intelligence you acquire: You may afterwards 
compare theſe with more mature obſervations, and 
you can make additions and cortections as you ſee oc- 
00. | Þ 
The firſt and greateſt point is to lay out your gene- 
ral plan of living is a juſt proportion to your fortune 
and rank : If thoſe two will not coincide, the laſt muſt 
certainly give I for, if you have right principles, 
you cannot fail Gl being wretched under the ſenie of 


the injuſtice as well as danger of ſpending beyond 


your income, and your diſtreſs will be continually 
Tk. | | in- 
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increaſing. No mortifications, which you can fuffer 
from retrenching in your appearance, can be compa- 


rable to this unhappineſs. If you would enjoy the - 


real comforts of affluence, you ſhould lay your plan 
conſiderably within your income; not for the pleaſure 
of amaſſing weahh—though, where there is a growing 
family, it is an abſolute duty to lay by ſomeching 
every year—but to provide for contingencies, and to 
have the power of indulging your choice in the dis- 
poſal of the overplus—eirher in innocent pleaſures, or 
to increaſe your funds for charity and generofity, 
which are in fact the true funds of pleaſure. 


Perhaps it may be ſaid, that the ſettling the general 
me of expences is ſeldom the wife's province, and 
that many men do not chooſe even to acquaint her 
with the real ftate of their affairs. Where this is the 
caſe, a woman can be anſwerable for no more than is 
entruſted to her. But I think it a very ill Gign, for one 


or both of the parties, where there is ſach a want of 


opennefs, in what _—_ concerns them. As I traſt 
ou will deſerve the confidence of your huſband, ſo1 
pe you will be allowed free conſuhation with him on 
your mutual intereſts; and, I believe, there are few 
men, who would not hearken to reaſon on their own 
affairs, when they ſaw a wife ready and deſirous to 
give up her ſhare of vanities and indulgencies, and only 
carnelt to promote the common good of the family. 


Tour own expences of clothes and pocket -- money. 
ſhould be ſettled and circumſcribed, that you may be 
ſure not to exceed the jult proportion. I think it ad 


admirable method to appropriate fuch a portion of 


your income, as you judge proper to beſtow in charity, 
to be facredly kept for that purpofe and no longer con. 
ſidered as your own. By which means, you will avoid 
the temptatien of giving lefs than you ought, through 
ſelfiſhneſs, or more than you ought, through good+na- 
ture or weakneſs. If your circumſtances allow of it, 
you might ſet apart another fund for acts of any 
or friendſhip, which do not come under the hea 
charity. The having fach funds ready at hand, makes 
it eaſy and pleaſant to give; and, when acts of bounty 
on performed without effort, they are generally more 
kind aud effectual. 222 ow 
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Regularity of payments and accounts is eſſential ts 
economy: — your houſe-keeping ſhould be ſettled at 
lealt once a week, and all the bills paid. You muſt 
endeavour to acquire ſhill in purchaſing in order to 
this, you ſhould begin now to attend to the prices of 
hings, and take every proper opportunity of learning 
— real value of every thing, as well as the marks 
whereby you are to dilt:nguiſh the good from the bad. 
In your table, as in your dreſs, and in all other 
things, 1 wiſh you to aim at propriety and neatneſs, 
or, if your (tate demands it, elegance, rather than ſu- 
rflaous figure. To go beyond your ſphere, either 
in dreſs, or in the appearance of your table, indicates 
2 greater fault in your character than to be too much 
within it. It is impoſhble to enter into the minutiz 
of the table: Good ſenſe and obſervation on the beſt 
models mult form your taſte, and a due regard to 
what you can afford mult reltrain it. 


LETTER CXL. 


On the Regulation of the aps ; "hd and Afetions. By a 
| Yo 
My dear Niece, 


HE attachments of the heart, on which almoſt all 
the happineſs or miſery of life depends, are molt 
intereſting objects of our confideration. I ſhall give 
my dear oiece the obſervations which experience has 
enabled me to draw from real life, and not from what 
others have ſaid or written, however great their au- 
rit y. 

The ũrſt attachment of young hearts is friendſhip— 
the nobleſt and happieſt of affections, when real and 
dailt on a ſolid foundation. Do not you, my dear, be 
too ready to profeſs a friendſhip with any of your 


young cumparions. Love cem, and be always. ready 


io ſerve and oblige them, and to promote all their in- 
nocent gratincatlons: but be very careful how you 
enter into confidence with girls of your own age; 
rather chooſe ſome perſon of riper years and judg- 
ment, whoſe good nature and worthy principles may 
afſure you of her readineis to do you ſervice, and of 
her caadour and condeſcenſion towards you. She _ 
0 . -" 2 0 
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be able to adviſe and to improve you—and, your de- 
fre of this aſſiſtanoe will recommend you to her taſte, 
as much as ſuperior abilities will recommend her to 
you Such a connection will afford you more pleaſure, 
as well as more profit, than you can expect from a 
girl like yourſelf, equally unprovided with knowledge, 
prudence, or any of thoſe qualifications, which are 
neceſſary to make ſociety delightful. Whenever you 
find yourſelf in real want of advice, or ſeek the relief 
of unburdening your heart, ſach a friend will be able 
to judge of the feelings you deſcribe, or of the cir- 
cumſtances you are in—perhaps from her own. 
rience—or at leaſt from the knowledge ſhe will have 
gained of human nature, ſhe will be able to point out 
your dangers, and to guide you into the right path 
or, if ſhe linds herſelf incapable, ſhe will have the pru- 
dence to direct you to ſome abler adviſer. She will 
have more materials for entertaining converſation, and 
her livelineſs well ſhew itſelf more agreeably than in 
one of your own age. — 


1 hope, my dear, you in your turn will be this uſe- 


ful and eagaging friend to your younger companions, 


particularly to your fiſtzrs and brothers, who ought 
- ever—unleſs they ſhould prove unworthy—to be your 
neareſt and deareſt friends, whoſe intereſt and welfare 
you are bound to deſire as much as your own. A real 
riend will venture to diſpleaſe you, rather than in- 
dulge your faulty inclinations, or increaſe your natu- 
ral frailties; ſhe will endeavour to make you ac- 
quainted with yourſelf, and will put you upon guard» 
ing the weak parts of your character. 121 


Friendſhip, in the bigheſt ſenſe of the word, can 
only ſubliſt between perſons of ſtrict integrity, and 
true generality. Before you fancy vourſelf poſſeſſed 
of [ac a treature, vou ſhould examine the value of 


our own heart, and ſee how well it is qualified for ſo 


* facred a connection: And then, = harder taſk remains 


—to find out whether the object of your affection is | 


alſo endued with the ſame virtuous diſpoſition. Ut 
you ſhould give any weight to my obſervations, it 
not be quite uſeleſs to mention to you ſome of the 
fential requiſites in a friend; and to exhort you never 
to chooſe one iv whom they are wanting. 
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The firſt of theſe is a deep and ſiacere regard far re · 
ligion. If your friend draws her principles from the 
fame ſource with yourſelf, if the goſpel precepts are 
the rule of her life, as well as of yours, you will al- 
ways know what to expect from her, and hare one 
common ſtandard uf right and wrong to refer to, by 
which to regulate all material points of cundutt. The 
woman who thinks lightly of ſacred things, or who 
is ever heard to ſpeak of them with Tevity or indif - 
ference, cannot reaſonably be expected to pay a more 
ſerious regard to the laus of tf: . or to be uti- 
formly punctual in the performance of any of the du - 
ties of ſociety: Take no ſuch perſon to your boſom, 
however recommended by good humour, wit, or an 
other qualification; nor let gaiety or th-ughtlefineſ; 
be deemed an excuſe for offencing in this important 
point: A perſon, habituated to the love and reverence 
of religion and virtue, no more wants the goes of 
ſerious conſidetation to reſtrain her from ſpeaking diſ- 
teſpettully of them than to prevent her ſpeaking ill of 
her deareſt friend. Watch for theſ: ſymptoms of in- 
nocence and goodneſs, aad admit no one to your entire 


affection, who would ever perſuade you to make light 


of any ſort of offence, or who can treat with levity 
or contempt any perſon or thing that bears a relation 
to religion. | . 


A due regard to reputation is the next indiſpenſable 
qualification.—The young perſon who is c:rclefs of 
blame, and icdiff:rent ro the wile and prud:nt part of 
the worid, is not only a moſt dangerous companion, 
but gives 2 certain proof of the want of recirude in 


| her own mind. Diſcretion is the guardian of all the 


virtues; and, when fhe foiſakes them, they cannot 
longer teſiſt the attacks of an enemy. There is a pro- 
ftgacy of ſpirit ĩa defying the rules of decorum, and 
delpihag cenſure, which ſeldom ends other wife than 
in extreme cortuption and utter ruin. M. deity and 
prudence are qualities that early difplay — ; 


aud are eaſily diſcerned: Where theſe do not appear, 


you ſhould avoid not only friendſhip, but every ſtep 
towards intimacy, leſt your own character ſhould ſuffer 
with that of your companion; but, where they ſhine 
forth in any eminent degree, vou may fafcly culivate 


dn acquaintance, ia the + nam hope of finding the 


told 
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ſolid fruits of virtue beneath ſuch ſieet and promiling | 


bloſſoms. 


A good temper is the next qualification, the value 


of which, in a friend, you will want no arguments to 


prove, when you are truly convinced of the neceſſity of 


it in yourſelf. But; as this is'a quality in which you 
may be deceived, without a long and intimate acquaint- 
ance, you mult not be haſty in forming conneQtions, 
before you have had ſufficieat opportunity for makicg 
obſeryations on this head. A young perſon, when 
pleaſed and enlivened by the preſence of her youthful 
companions, feldom ſhews ill-temper ; which muſt be 
extreme indeed, if it is not at leaſt controlable in ſuch 


ſituations. But you muſt watch her behaviour to ber 
own family, and the degree of eſtimation ſhe ſtands in 


with them. - Obſerve her manner to ſervants and infe- 
-Tiors—tio children—and even to animals. See in what 


manner ſhe bears diſappointments, contradiftion, and 


reſtraint; and what degree of vexation ſhe expreſſes 
on any accident of lofs or trouble. If in ſuch little 
trials ſhe ſhews a meck, reſigned, and cheat ful temper, 
ſhe will probably preſerve it on greater occaſions; but 
if che is impatient and diſcontented under theſe, how 
will the. ſupport the far greater evils which may await 
her in her progreſs through life ?-If you ſhould have 
an opportunity of ſeeing her in Gcknets, obſerve whe- 
ther her complains are of a mild and gentle kind 
forced (rom her by pain, and reitrained as much as poſ- 
Gble—yvr whether they are expreſſions of a turbulent, 
 xebellizus mind, that hardly ſubmits to the divine 
: hand. See whether ſhe is tractable, conſiderate, kind, 
and gratetul to thoſe about her; or whether ſhe takes 
the opportunity, which their compaſhon gives her, to 
tytanuize over, and torment them. 


2 Lam your affectionate Aunt, &c. 
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LETTER CXLI 


from a young Merchant to an aged Gentleman for- 
eri X. Be ſame Profeſpon, but now retired from 
Bujinefs. | 


Honoured Sir, | 7 
our generoſity in ſending me ĩaſtructions during 


my apprenticeſhip, will ever remain à laſting: 
— of that innate goodneſs for which you have been 

; ju{Hy celebrated, and likewiſe encourages me to 
trouble you for advice how to conduct myſelf; fo as to 
fupport my credit in the world, now, when I am entered 
upon buſineſs. Your long and extenſive knowledge of 
mercantile affairs gives a ſanction to every thing you 
ſay, and your goodneſs of heart encourages the unexpe - 
tienced to addreſs themſelves to you with chearfulneſs. 
I have been now about two. years in buſineſs; and al- 
though my ſucceſs has been cqual to my expectations, 
yet there are, daily, ſuch a vatiety of failures in this 
city, that I am every day 1 oon name may 
be that week in the Gazette. I ſhould not be much 
ſurprized, were none to become bankrupts ſave thoſe 
of abandoned characters, as I do nor ſee how any thing 


| lefs can be expected- You know, Sir, that aſſiduity 


and regularity are-qualifications indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to the merchant; it muſt there fore appear morally im- 


__ for the man to proſper in trade, whoſe time is 


nt in diſkpation and idleneſs, if not (which too often 
bappens) in debauchery, When Ihear of ſuch pevfous 
failing in their payments, Jam no ways ſurprized; but 
when great numbers of thoſe apparently in affluent cir- 
cumſtances, and the faiteſt characters, daily fail, I am 


juſtly alarmed, and my tears continue to increaſe in 


proportion to their numbers. | 


_ I would not cbuſe to judge raſhly, much leſs ugcha- 
ritably, of any man; although I muſt confeſs I am very 
much ſhocked when I bear, that a commiſhon of baak- 
ruptey is awarded againft one ſuppoſed to be worth 
thouſands, and not ſufficient left to pay five ſhillings'in 


the pound, I am filled with horror on account of my 


own ſituation, and led to believe, that there is a latent 
curſe attending mercantile 8 the greateſt pru- 
2 | 


dence | 


: 
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dence can neither foreſee nor prevent. I am ſenſible 
that the perſon to whom I am writing, knows the above 
to be true. Your long acquaintance with the flutuating 
ſtare of merchandize procures refpect, and gives a 
fanction to every thing you ſay. Put as far as I am 
able to learn, ihoſe 2 in the mercamile world 
are more frequent now than when you wis engaged ia 
trade, I am not ambitious of ents Vows my 

ſhon. of the 
comforts of life, to do juſtice to every one with'whom 
F have any dealings, and to live and die an honeſt mas. 
Such. Sir, is the plan I have Lid down for my fu ue 
conduct in life ; but alas ! iv will require the athitance 
of all my friends to enable me to execute it with a be- 
eoming propriety. Let me therefore beg your advice 
on an affair of ſo much importance, and whatever you 
dictate ſhall be the invariable rule of my conduct, 


whilit the thanks of a grateful heart hall be continually q 


returned for ſo benevolent an action: 
I am, Sir, | 
Your obedient humble Servant, &c. 


—— X 


LETTER CXLII. 


| The Anfeer. 
Sir, 


| E I can form any judgment of the integrity of your 


actions, and the purity of your intentions from the 
contents of the letter now before me, I ſhould not he- 
ſitate one moment in declaring, that it is almoſt impoſ- 
fible your name will ever appeai in the Gazette under 
the diſagreeable circumſtances you have mentioned: 
for how is it poſſible to ſuppoſe that the man who keeps 
a regular account of his proceedings, his loſs and gain, 
ſhould not know whether bis circumſtances are «ffuent 
or diſtreſſed? And whatever you may think of thoſe 
erchants who have often failed, althovgh reputed af- 
uent, vet if you had attended to their examination 
before the commiſhoners, I believe you would have 


2 reaſon to alter your opinion. I ſpeak concerning. 
a 


nkruptcies in general; for there are ſome untoreſeen 
accidents, which even the greateſt prudence cannot 
pre · 


- 
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prevent. But theſe are extraordinary caſes, and ſel - 
dom happen. If you examine minutely into the nature 
of thole cauſes which generally occeſion bankruptcies, 
you will find them — trom fomethiog with which 
you are (till unacquainted. I ſhall endeavour to point 
out 2 few, and ſubmit to your own judgment, whether 
lam: miſtaken or not. The firſt is generally a care- 


leſa attention to buſineſs, the not keeping regular ac- 
counts, and a more earneft deſire after public enter- 


tainments, than aſhduny to buſineſs on the change. 
Mercantile affairs require a clear and folid judgment, 
and it is morally impoſhble foc that man to proſper in 
trade, whoſe mind is continually engaged in the pur- 
ſuit of things foreign to, and wholly uncoaneRed with 
that {tation in which Providence has placed him. It is 
a contradiction in terms. Aſſiduity always procures 


reſpect, and generally inſuzes ſucceſs. Another cauſe 


of the many failures in the mercantile world, is that 
thoſe in trade live above their circumſtances. This 
vice is at preſent fo predominanr among the citi- 


" Zens, and its conſequences- fo fatal, that one would 


almoſt imagine the people were labuuring under ſome 
penal infatuation. Formerly. the citizens of London 


were diſtinguiſhed in à peculiar manner for their gra- 


vity; the change and the cuſtom-houſe were the only 


places they frequented, when they went from home. 


But now the face of affairs is changed, and1rhoſe places 
where their predeceffors- acquired fortunes, are con- 
fidered as too low and vulgar for them to be ſeen at. 
Nay, fo far have they carried heit extravagance, that 
all diſtinQions are ia a manner confounded, and the 
wife of a tradeſman is hardly known from the lad; 
of a Peer. Dihpation, extravaganc?, and even de- 
bauchery have taken place of activity, prudence, and 
frugality; that inſtead of acquiring independent for- 


tunes; and retiring from buſineſs with credit and 


hodour in their advanced years we firlt ſce ikeir names 
ia the Gazette, and the remainder of their lives is either 


”my in priſon, or they ace left to ſtruggle through. 
1e world without credit, under the odicus apellation 


of a bankrupt. The laſt cguſe I wonll mention, is na- 

turally the effect of the others, I mean a deſperate at- 

tempt to repair a broken fortune, by engaging too 

deeply at gaming in the alley. This practice has been 

attended with ſuch pernicious conſequences, that the 
* 8 
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children unborn will b:come real ſafferers through the 
madaeſs of their infatuated parentz. ' When thoſe who 
have waſted their ſubſtance in riotous living, are 
waketed by a feeling ſenſe of their approaching ſhame 
and miſery, they generally muſter up all they can pro- 
cute, and at one ſtroke venture it all in the alley, where, 
it one is ſucceſsful, moſt commonly twenty are ruined. 
What I have now told you, is the reſult of long expe» 
rience, and 1 doubt not but you will find too glaring 
proofs of it. It now remains, that T ſhould in compli- 
ance with your requeſt, point out ſome rules to be ob- 
ſerved, in order to carry on buſineſs, both with credit, 
honour, and profit. But I know of no method more 
proper, than to act diametrically oppoſu e to the condut 
of thoſe already mentioned. 


— 1 


Learn to be wiſe by others harm, 
And you ſhall do full well. 


Never leave that undone till to-morrow that can be 
| performed to day. 
| Never ttuſt that to either a friend or a ſervant which 
can be done by yourſe!f. 
Keepan ac-ount of every day's expence, and oace, at 
leaſt, every week compare your debt with your credit. 
Be not over anxious in acquiring riches. Trade is 
ſolid but flow, and experience has long fince convinced 
me, that thoſe who are over haſty in acquiring ciches,, 
mot commonly fail in their attempts, and ſoon find 
| themſelves real beggars: But abuve all, remember, 
| that, in vain do we riſe ſoon or fit up late, unleſs out 
| ** laboursare crowned with divine bleſhngs.” I leave: | 
the fe thiogs to your conſideration, aud am, 
With great fincerity, 
. Your well-wiſker, &. | 


— ——_—_— — — 
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LETTER CXLIH. 


From a Gentleman ts bis Friend, concerning Frejudice.. 


Sir, 

1 Was lately in company with ſeveral gentlemen, and 

as the converſation turned upon a variety of ſub- 
jets, I was much ſurpriſed to find every one preju- 
diced to his own favourite opinion, without being able 
to aſſign a reaſon why they could ſo haſtily take upon 
themſelves to dogmatiſe with ſo much aſſurance. 

Among the various errors, into which human na- 
ture is liable to fall, there are ſome which people of 
a true underitanding are pertectly ſenfible of in them- 
felves, yet either wanting a (ſtrength of reſolution to 
break through what by long cuſtom has become habitual, 
or being of roo indolent a temper to endeavour to make 
an alteration, ſtill perſiſt to act in contradiction to the 
dict ates of even their own tre- ſon and judgment. What 
we call prejudice, or prepoſſeſhon, is certaivly that 
which ſtands foremoſt in the rank of ſervility. It is 
the great ringleader of almoſt all the miſtakes we are 
guilty of, whether in the ſentiments of our hearts, or 
the conduct of our actions. As milk is the firſt nou · 
riſkmenrt of the body, ſo prejudice is the firſt thing 
given to the mind to feed upon. No ſooner does the 
thioking faculty degin to ſhew itſelf, than prejudice 
mingles with it, and ſpoils its operations; whatever we 
are cither taught, or happen ob ourſelves to like op 
diſlike, we, for the moſt part, continue to applaud or 
condemn to our life's end. Sv difficult it is to eradi- 
cate, in age, thoſe ſentiments imbided in our youth. 


It is this fata! propenſity which binds, as it were, 
dur reaſon in chains, and will not ſuffer it to look a» 
broad, or exert any of its powers; hence are cur con- 
ceptions bounded ;—our notions meanly narrow ;—our 
ideas, for the molt part, unjuſt; and our judgment 
ſhame'ully led aſtray. The brighteſt rays of truth 
in vain ſhine upon our minds, when prejudice nas mut 
our eyes againſt it We are even rendered by it 
wholly incapable of examining any thing, and take all 
upon truſt that it preſents us with. This n-tonly makes 
es liable to be guilty of 1nzultice,. ill - nature, and ill- 

| manners. 


* 
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manners to others, but alſo inſenſible of what is owin 
to ourſelves; we run with all our might from a te 
and ſubilantial. good, and court an empty name, a 
mere nothing. We miſtake iofamy for renown, and 
ruin for advantage; in ſhort, wherever a ſtrong pre- 
judice prevails, all is ſure to go amiſs. 


What I would be underſtood to mean, by the word 
prejudice, is not that liking, or diſliking, which natu - 
rally ariſes on the ſight of any new object preſeated 
to us. As, for example, we may happen to fall inta 
the company of two perſons 8 deſerving. and 
equally ſtrangers to us, and with neither of whom we 
either have, or expect to have, the leaſt concern; 
yet ſhall we have, in ſpite of us, and without being 


able to give any reaſon for it, greater good wiſhes for 


the one than the other. But this is occaſioned by that 
ſympathy which nature has implanted in all created 


This, therefore, is what we call fancy, and very 
much different from. prejudice, which indeed enters 
chiefly through the ears. When our notioas of pers 
ſoas or thirgs, which we of ourſelves know nothing of, 
are guided, and our —— or diſapprobation o 
them excited merely by what we are told, and which 
afterwards we refuſe to be convinced is falſe, then it 
is that we may be ſaid to be gaverned by that ſettled 
prepoſſeſiun fo dangerous to the world, and to our 
characters, intereſt. and happineſs; for the other is 
light, volatile, and of little conſequence. 


To avoid being led away by a ſuch a dangerous 
error, we ſhould take nothing upon truſt, but all upon 


. trial. Whether in the ſtudy of the arts, or in our 
enquiries concerning: religian, politics, or any thing 


elſe, we ihould fit down wiith-a determined reſolution 
to hear, impartially, both ſides, and to be directed by 
that which our rea{on molt approves Had not ſome 
great perſons diveſted themſelves of prejudices, we 
had never been favoured with all thoſe valuable im- 
provements in experimental philoſophy made of late 
years ia different parts of Europe. After all it is no 
eaſy matter to diveſt ourſelves of acquired prejudices; 
aud it is a melaucholy reflection, that part of our years 
| art 
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are ſpent in acquiring ſuch fatal notions, that there is 
ſcarce time left to cradicate tem. 


So from the time we ſiiſt begin to know, 

We live and learn, but not the wiſer grow; 

But he who truth from falſchood wou'd diſcern, 

Muſt firſt diſi obe the mind and all unlearn ; 

To diſpoſſeſs the child the mortal lives, 

And death approaches &er the man arrives ; 

Thus truth hes hid, and ger we can explore 

The glittering gem, our fleeting life is o'er. Prior. 
» I am, Sir, 

Your ſincere friend, &c- 


DAM 


LETTER CXLIV. 


From @ Gentleman lately entered upon Houſekeeping, 
| to a Friend. 


Sir, 


F we reflect on the nature of the human ſpecies, we 
ſha!l be convinced that all mankind were originalty 
deſigned by the Great Creator tor ſocial creatures; for 
can we imagire that man, abore all other animals, is 
born the molt indigent, heipleſs, and abied ? Our mu- 
tual dependence on each other is, therefore, one of 
the firſt things we ſhould know, and be convinced of; 
and, conſequently, we ought to aſfſi and relieve ane 
another, and promote the happireſs of every indivi- 
dual as far as is conſiſteut with truth, and the dictates 
of right reaſon. Can we ſuppcie, that the Supreme 
Being beſtowed upon us the wonderful faculty of ex- 
reſſing and communicating to otheis our ideas by 
ounds, for no purpoſe? Is it reafonable to think that 
man ought to live in ſolitude, ard expect happineſs 
only from himſelt? In other parts of the creation, the 
wiſdom of providence has done nothing in vain. The 
uſe of words was nat given us to converſe with brutes, 
for they neither underſtand nor return them. Ir is 
therefore evident, they were deſigned tor the mutual 
mtercourſe of the human ſpecies; beſides, the ſame 
paſhons are common to all men; love and hatred. hope 


| and fear, pleaſure and pain, ate the ſame in every in- 


dividual 


- 


| 


| 


( 154) 
dividual who ads conformable to his nature. This 
likeneſs ia our defires muſt neceſſarily attract us, and 
create in us ſuch an eſteem for each other, that nothing 
but unnatura} diſpoſitions, or the greateſt corruption, 
can diſſolve. Let us ſuppoſe a man baniſhed into the 
remotelt wilderneſs, without the commerce, the com- 
pany, or the friendſhip of his fellow-beings; how diſ- 
mal muſt his condition be! Be may, perhaps, find 
means to continue his exiſtence. by taking ſuch ani- 


mals as the deſert affords, and by gathering ſuch fruits 


and vegetables, as the earth ſpontaneouſly yields; but 
his life muſt be a continual ſcene of horror and deſpair; 
no friend to converſe with; no mortal to defend him 
from the rave nous jaws of the ſavage inhabitants of 
the foreſt; no phyſician to. adminiſter the ſalutary 
productions of nature, when: pain and ſickneſs make 
their approach. In ſhort, he would be fo far from ar- 
Tiviog at bappineſs, that he would ſcarce deſire to ſup- 
port his exiſtence, and even court the king of terrors, 
to terminate at onc: his ſorrows with his life. 


Since choice, as well as neceſſity and conveniency, 
ſhould in duce all men to unite and form ſocieties, it 18 
the indiſpenlable duty of every, individual to become 2 
uſeful member, and contribute all in his power to pro- 
mote the happineſs of the whole. In order to this, 
before we embark in any action, we ſhould reflect on 
the conſequences which mult naturally flow from it, 
by imagining it to have been already done by another; 


. and we ſhall ren wy! Ar able to judge of the modes 


of pleaſure or pain it will be to others, from the man- 
ner of ics affecting ourſelves. To a reaſonable being 
nothing brings pain but vice, or pleaſure but virtue. 
This precaution mult tend to promote benevolence, 
friendſhip, and honeſty among mankind; whereas the 
not obſerving it ſubjects us to the tyranny of our pak 
ſions, to gratify which, men frequently become faith- 
leſs, cruel, diſhoneſt, and traiterous. We are cousine 

that men muſt live in ſocieties, and, io order to live 
bappy, it is evident, they muit be victuous, fipce no- 
thing elſe in our power can mutually ſecure us; human 
beings are fo circumſtanced, that they ſhould love, af 
G&. and prete& each other. The 2. end of our 
being is happineſs ; it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the Om- 


nipotent Anthor of Nature intended any being ſhould 
| | inevi- 
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inevitably be miſerable. Human happineſs is always 
-proportional to the perception we have of ideas or 
things: that is, the ſame object may give a higher de- 
gree of happineſs to one perlon than to another; but no 
degree of human happineſs can ſubſiſt without ſociety : 
men, therefore, enter into ſocieties for the mutual 
Happineſs of each other, and that every individual 
ſhould enjoy the advantages reſulting from ſuch an 
union, by regulating all human actions by ſome ſtandard 
of aw. Ia childhood the laws of action naturally flow 
from the modes of pleaſure and pain, which ſenſible 
odjects impreſs on their tender organs. Thoſe of men 
fuadamentally ariſe frem the former, but with this dif- 
ference, that the reaſoning faculty, now grown ſtrong 
by experience, determines theſe things to be good or 
evil, in the fame manner, in which we before affirmed 
this, or that, to be pleaſure or pain. Hence it is evi- 
dent, that the ſpring of action is the fame both in the 
mind and in the body; for that which is evil to the 
mind, is, by the ſame rule, painful ro the body; and 
that which is truly pleaſing to the body, is alſo good 
to the mind. It is therefore evident, that the ideas of 
good and evil are naturally evident to the mind, by the 
| aſliftance of reaſon. The very laws of property may 
be examined by theſe firlt principles of pleaſure and 
pain. While we are infants, we are ſubject to the law 
| of our fenſes; when we are men, to that of our rea- 
ſon. And, therefore, unleſs we abandon reaſon, the 
very charaQeriſtic of our nature, we mult regulate our 
actions by her precepts. 


— 
— — 
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Though man has a freedom of will, he is not, on 
that account, lawleſs, and at liberty to commit what 
outrages or violence his vicious appetites ſuggeſt. The 
| will, as well as the appetites, are the ſervants of rea- 
Jon, and ſhould be governed by her, as ſhe is by her 
own laws; we may, therefore, rationally conclude, 
that men ſhould live in perpetual obedience ro fome 
law; and, as the law of reaſon is the moſt ſuitable to 
human nature, it is, conſequently, the moſt eligible. 
The immutable will of the Supreme Being is a kind 
of law which he has impoſed upon himſelf: thoſe im- 
menſe orbs, which regularly move through the ſyſten 
of the uniyetſe, have motion and graviiation, attrac- 
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tion and repulſion, aſſigned for their laws: and man 
has reaſon. And it is teaſonable to think that the 
ſame economy runs through all the beings ia nature, 

From what has been ſaid, it evidently appears, that 
ſocieties are not only the ſource of happineſs, but alſo 
abſolutely neceſſary; and that they cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out ſome law. Nor ſhou'd man, e the 
loud demands of his paſlions, think himſelf enflaved 
for living under the dominion of reaſon, ſince the 
Great Creator himſelf regulates his conduct by a law, 
which, from the unchangeableneſs of his nature, has 
ſublilled from, and will continue to, all eternity. Why 
then ſhould not we ſtrictly conform ourſelves to the 
| RG of reaſon? If pleaſure be defirable, as molt 

rely it is, we can only hope to obtain it by following 
her dictates Thoſe 5 we enjoy, contrary to 
her precepts, always leave a (ting behind them, in- 


We ſhould, therefore, always let reaſon dire our ac- 
tions, and remember the golden rule of doipg to others 
what we ourſelves, in their circumſtances, ſhould de- 
fire from another. This is alone ſufficieat to conduct 


a man innocently and ſafely, through the journey of 
life, till death draws the veil, wh:ch ſeparates this 


world frum the world of ſpirits. * 
1 am, Sir, | 
Yours affeQionately, &c. 


LETTER CXLV. 
Frem a Lady to ter Friend, whoſe Lover had baſely 


left ber and Married another. 


My dear Friend, 


O expeQation cf happineſs is genetally fo ill 
placed, that it is no wonder we meet with per- 
p2tual diſappointments. When our choice ariſes from 
2 we have a very blind guide that will inevita- 

ly lead us to deſtruction; for though love appears 


then gentleſt, yet cur affeRions are ſo much the tigt 


of our Almighty Creator, that as often as we fix them 
immoderately upon any of the fading objects here be- 


low, we are certainly guilty of ſacrilege to the divine 
y guitY 2 5 


Go 


mY, ſuperior to the joys we find in their poſſeſſion. 


% 
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Goodneſs, which fault is commonly puniſhed by the, 6 
rery thing we doat on. This, I doubt not, has been 
your caſe,” and not yours alone; for, ſoon or late, few 
eſcape that miſchief, eſpecially among't our weaker 
ſex, whoſe teader nature leaves them molt expoſed ro 
ruin; and though they ſce others ſhipwrecked before 
their eyes, will yet venture out to ſea on the ſame bot - 
tom, inſenſible of danger, till they periſh, and often 
fall unpitied. 

Men have a thouſand adrantages over us, but in the 
affair of courtſhip they add cunning to all their other 
accomplilkments, and are as zealous to decerve, as if 
their lives would be made happy by the cheat. How- 
ever, they will find it a ſad miitake at laſt, if perjury 
is to be accounted for, although your falie traitor, like 
many others, may look on that time as at a great diſ- 
tance But I ſuppoſe he thinks himſelf excuſed as being 
more knave than fool, which tiile indeed is fo highly 
due to him, that I belies ve none will do him fach mani- 
felt wrong as to diſpute it; and I am ſure, the blacker he 
appeais, the greater reaſon you have to bleſs that Pro- 
vi dence, which permitted him to break the contract; 
for without doubt, he that proved ſo ill 2 lover o the 
belt of mitteſſes, would have made an intolerable huſ- 
band to the beſt of wives; and ill uſage would have colt 
you more than his inſideſity. I am ſenſible a hearr fo 
generous and conſtaat as yours, cannot eaſily efface the 


deep imprethon he has made in it; that muſt be the 


work of time, with Gud's aſliſtance, which 1 hope will 
never fail you. I do aſſure you, I am de-ply touched 
with every thing that concerns you, nor is it without 
great regret, that I ſubmit to my unhappy circum- 
ttances detaining me from being the companion of your 
melancholy hours, which 1 ſhuuld endeavour with all 
my power to divert. 

You ſay it is a daily aggravatiqn to your trouble, to 
think you ſuffered yourlelf to be ſo-eafily impoſed on; 
but that, as 1 :old you before, is our commoa face, al- 
though ail impoitors are not equally induitrious to be 
wicked; and you ought not to cundemn your own 


judgment, for want of ſagacity to diſcover a cheat, 28 
u would be to acraign the conduct of almoſt all the 


human race. 
Pardon me, dear madam, for troubling you ſo far. 

lodeed I might have told wn at firſt what I muſt men- 
tion 
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tion, now, and what you know already, that he only 


can give us comfort whom we ſeldom regard but when 
we are driven to it by N Solomon, who had 
ov 


tried all the alluring charms of love and beauty, whoſe 
quality and riches gave him an opportunity to gratify 


every inclination, without any bounds to his wiſhes, | 


could call them all, Vanity and vexation of ſpirit.” 
It is no wonder, then, if every one of us diſcorer the 
ſame truth to our own coſt. Let us, therefore, reſolve as 
much as we can to ſubmit our wills to the will of our 
heavenly Father, who ſees all our actions, and bas fo 


decreed, that our way to everlaiting happinefs ſhould 


he through the wilderneſs of affiictian. 
Jam, dear Madam, 
Your ſiacere Friend, &c. 


LETTER CXLVI, 


Ou Sickneſs, from a Lady to her Friend lateiy recovered 
T from a dangerous Ulineſs. 
Madam, 


2 ſo long and ſo ſtrict a friendſhip as has been 
inviolably preſerved betwixt us, I hope it is not 
neceſſary for me to aſſure you how eagerly I wiſhed to 


ſpend the ſummer at your houſe; but wherever I am 
my heart is*entirely yours, that heart which, bye 
thouſand obligations, is tied for ever to you. I know 


your huſband and mother's tenderneſs would render 


my care almoſtunneceſlary, and indeed my prefent de- 
fire to ſee you ſinee your recovery, is to know the 


ſtate of your health from my own obſervation, rather 


than from the reports of others, leſt they ſhould flatter 


me, in pity to my trembling expectations. 

Whilſt we continue in this world, we are ſubject to 
'A varicty of afflictions, and when God ſees fit to lay us 
under ſeverer afflictions either of body or mind, we are 
obliged to ſubmit with a becoming reſignation ; but 
alas! in cafes of that nature we are but miſerable 


| 
comforters to each other. Riches and honours, 28 


zempting as they appear to the greateſt votaries when 
well, yet in ſickneſs, if they are accompanied with 
their uſual train of viſitors, iallead of doing us good 


* 
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gratifying our ambition, they help to foment the 


diforder without ever producing a cure. As crowned 
heads are no more exempt from the ſword of the de- 
ftroyiog angel, than the pooreſt beggars, how little 
ought we to value grandeur, which can give us no aſ- 
GRance in our extremities. A down bed is not a better 
inſurer of fleep ia ſuch a caſe, than a heap of ſtraw; 


and a king that groans under the agonies of an incurable 


diſeaſe, is ſoon made ſenſible that it takes its commiſ- 
ſion from a higher power than his @wn. 

Sickneſs multiplies all our grievances, and the weak - 
neſs of the body has ſuch an effect upon the mind, that 


it ſinks under theſe troubles that would not move it at 


arother time; but our judgment decaying with us, we 
ſhall too ſoon find its place occupied by wild chimeras 
of our own fancy, and ſtartle every moment at giants 
of our own invention; every haſty word affrights, and 
every whiſper gives us an alarm; nay, ſometimes we 
are ſo unjuſt as to charge our beſt friends with want of 
love and teſpect, when they have toiled about us, to 


a degree that we cannot mention without bluſhing at 


our own ingratitude; and when the wan, of ability to 
help ourſelves, forces us to become burthenſome to 
others, inſtead of excuſing the trouble, we are too apt 
to increaſe their uneaſineſs by continual fretting. This 
is the com. non method which the ſick uſes to afflict 


and confuſe their brains. Mourning over our qiſery is 


indeed fo very natural, that of ourſelves we cannot 
ſorbear it, though we know it leads us to doubt of the 


|. goodneſs of that God, whule mercies are daily new 


unto us. | 

A diſturbed conſcience is certainly the worlt circum - 
Rance that can befal a fick perſon, and I heartily beg 
of God to keep you aad all others from falling into it; 
that we may never hare the leaſt diſtruſt of our ſfalva- 


tion through Jeſus Chriſt, ur preſume groundleſsly 


upon his merits, without Jameating and forfaking our 
ins. But your life hitherto has been ſo ſtrictly pious, 
that I do not in the leaſt apprehend you waat a ſam- 
mons from me to look up to him who is the author and 
finiſher of your faith, and to call on him in all your 
diſtrefſes. But it is with the greateſt pleaſure I hear of 
yous unfeigned devotion, even in the midit of your 
evere afflictions, and that you have retained your 
uſual ſereaity of miad * all your geievous tortures, 
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without repining at the will of your 8 father, 
who has ſo ordered that the road to Canaan ſhould be 
through the u ilderneſs. 

All this ſedate frame of yours being conſidered, it 
may ſeem impertinent in me to trouble you, but I have 
been infenlibly led into it from the remembrance of ua; 
happy events to which I was lately witneſs; I mean 
ſome who, inſtead of ſubmitting patiently to the hard of 
God, were ſo totally loit to all tenſe of duty as to call 
the Almighty unjuſt. I hope ſoon to have the pleaſure 
ef ſceing you, and am 


Your ſincete Friend, &c. 


* 
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LETTER CXLVII. 


From a Gentleman to his Friend in diſireſſed Circun- 
ftances, who bad endeavoured to conceal his Poverty, 
Dear Sir, 
1 AM extremely concerned to find you have fo ill an 
opinion of me, as to hide your misfortunes, and 
let me hear of them from another hand. 1 know not 
how to icterpret your conduct, as it makes me fear 
vou never eitcemed my friendſhip, if you could ima- 
gine that any alteration in your circumftances ſhould 
ever be able to change my love. I had a different opi- 
nion of our mutual obligations to each other, and 
ſhou'd have thought it an injury to your genercus na- 
ture had I concealed any thing concerning myſelif from 
vou, though it might have leflened me in your eſteem. 
1 hoped till now you had put the ſame confidence in me, 
who had nothing to recommend me ro your favour, but 
plain ſincerity cf ſoul, and whoſ: ſole deſign was, to 
promote the happineſs C: my friend. 

I dare not quairel with you now leſt vou ſhould con- 
ſider me as taking the advantage of yuu in vor pre- 
ſent diſtieſs, and induce you to break cM a corref- 

cndence as dear to me as ever; and this leads me to 

ay ſomething of real friendſhip in general. Real 
friendſhip is not confined to any ſtation in life; it is 
common 1a the meaneſt cottage, and has even ſome- 
times been found in the palace. Simplicity of man- 
ners, and integrity in all our actions, naturally * 
c 8 
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us to expect lincerity in the conduct of thoſe with whom 
we are any way connected. The imperfections inci- 
dent to human nature are ſo numerous, that we are 
ſolicitous of finding ſome perſon to whom we can un- 
boſom our minds, and lay open the inmoſt receſſes of 
our hearts. A real friend, in order to preſerve the 
chatacter he has aſſumed, will, in the firſt place, en- 
deavour to diſcharge every duty incumbent upon him 
to all his fellow-creatures. But ſtill there is ſomething 
— and although we may be philanthropiſts in 
general, yet we like to place our affections on one par- 


ticular object. 


Why, my friend, have any ſuſpicion of my ſincerity ? 
Why did you conceal your diltreſs from me? Friend- 
ſhip is of too ſacred a nature to be trifled with, and the 
man who does not act conſiſtent with his profeſhons, 
proſtitutes that amiable appellation. No mental refer- 
vation can be uſed in friendſhip, for wherever that oy 
pens there is ſome doubt of ſincerity, which, for the 
molt part, ends either in a total indifference, or which 
is infinitely worſe, an abſolutc hatred. I am ſorry to 
ſay that there are few people who either know or value 
the bleſſings of friendſhip : if they did, they would not 
upon every frivolous occaſion find fault with the con- 
duct ef their fellow creatures. 

At preſeat, my dear friend, let my purſe (however 
empty) be at your ſervice, but let it never be more open 
than my heart. Conceal nothing from me, and all 1 
have is yours. We were once friends, let us only re- 
main ſo. Let me hear an account from you of your 
preſent circumſtances, and my laſt ſhilling ſhall be 

ent in your ſervice. Let the ſincerity of my friend» 
— eſtimated only according to my actions, and if 
it ſhall appear that I have acted inconſiſtent with the 
facred name of frieadſhip, let me ever be blotted out 


I aw, Sir. L 
Your fincere well-wiſher, &c. 


1 e 


(. 269 7} 


LETTER CXLVIII. 


The fullowing moft charming and aſfectionate Letter, 
univerſally admired, was written by Mr Pope, to 
the Biſhop of Rocneſter, about a month before his 
ban:iſhmeut. 


NCE more I write to you, as I promiſed, and this 

once I fcar will be the laſt; the curtain will ſoon 
be drawn between my friend and me, add nothing letr 
but ro wiſh vou a long guod night; may you enjoy a 
Rare of repoſe in this life, no! unlike that ſlcep of the 
foul whict ſome have believed is to ſucceed it, where 
we lie utterly forgetful of that world from which we 
are gone, and ripening for that to which we are to go. 
If you retain any memory of the paſt, let it ooly ima- 
gine to you what has pleaſed you b-it; ſometimes 
preſent a dream of an abſent fiiend, or bring you back 
an agreeable converſation, But upon the whole, I 
hope yuu will think lefs of the time paſt than of the 
tuture; as the former has been leſs kind to you than 
the letter infallibly will be. Do not envy the world 
in your itudies; they will tend to the benefit of men, 
againit wham you can have no complaint, I mean of 
all poſterity: And perhaps at your time of life, no- 
thing elſe is worth your caie What is every year of 
a wiſe man's life, but a cenſure or critic on the paſt ? 
Thoſc whuſe date is ibe ſhorteſt, live long enough to 
laugh at one half of it: The boy deſpiſes the infant, 
the man the boy, the philoſopher both, and the chriſ- 
tian all. You may now begia to t. ink your manhood 
was too much a puciilny; and you will never ſuffer 
your age to be bur. a ſecond infancy. The toys and 
de ubles of your chiithood, are hardly now more be- 
low you, than thoſe toys of our riper and cur declining 
years, the drums ard raitles of ambition, and the dirt 
and bubbles of avarice. At this time, when ycu are 
cut ff from a little ſocigty, and made a citizen of the 
world at large, you ſhould bend yuur talents not to 
ſerve a party, or a few, but all mankind. Your ge- 
nius ſhould mount above that mitt, in which its parti- 
_ Cipation and ne'gi;bourizood with earth hath long in- 
volved it: To ſhine abroad and to Heaven, ought to 
be the buſineſs and the glocy of your preſent ſituation. 
Remember it was at ſuch a time that the greateſt ligh ar 
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of antiquity dazzled and blazcd the moſt; in their re- 


. treat, in their exile, or in their death : But why doT 


talk of dazzling or blazing? it was then that they did 
good, that they gave light, and that they became 
guiders to mankind. 

Thoſc aims alone are worthy of (pints truly great, 
and ſuch I theretore hope will be yours. Reſentment 
indeed may remain, and perhaps cannot be quite extin- 
guithed in the nobleſt minds; but revenge will never 
harbour there: Higher principles than thoſe of the 
firſt and better principles than thoſe of the latter, will 
intallibly influence men whoſe thoughts and whoſe 
hearts are enlarged, and cauſe them to prefer the 
whole to any part of mankind, eſpecially to ſo fmall a 
part as one's fingle lelf. 

Believe ne, my Lord, I look upon ycu as a ſpirit 
enteied into another lite, as one juſt upon the edge of 
imizortality, where the paſhons and affections muit be 
much more exalted, and where you ought to d:fſpiſe 
all little views, and all mean retroſpeQs. Nothing is 
worth your looking back; and therefore look forward, 
and make (as you can) the world lock after you: But 
take care, that it be not with pity, but with eſteem 
and admiration. | 

1 am, with the greateſt finceri:y, and paſſion for 

our fame as well as happineſs. | 


Yours, &c, 


COM. 
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A Letter of Licenſe. 


"10 all whom theſe preſents ſhall come. We whoſe 
hands and ſeals are hereunder ſet, creditors of 
George Wilſon, of the pariſh of Saint Luke, Old- ſtreet, 


in the county of Middleſex, gentleman, fend greeting. 


Whereas the ſaid George Wilſon, on the day of the 
date hereof, is indebted to us the ſaid creditors it: ſe- 
veral ſums of money, and not having wherewithal ta 
ſatisfy us at preſent, we and every one of us are wil- 
ling to grant unto him the ſaid George Wilſon time 
\ for the payment of the ſame. Now know ye that we 
| the ſaid creditors, and every one of us for his own 
proper debt, part and portion, ſeverally have given 
| and granted, and by theſe preſents do give and grant 
gnto the ſaid George Wilſon free licence, liberty and 
leave, as ia us ſeverally lies, ſure and ſafe conduct to 
come, go, and reſort about his buſineſs and affairs at 
his free wi'l and pleaſure from the day of the date 
hereof, unto the full end and term of fix months next 
enſuing, without any lett, ſuit, trouble, arreſt, at- 
tachment, or other diſturbance whatſoever, to be of- 
fered or done unte him the faid George Wilſon, his 
wares, goods, money, or merchandizes whatſoever, 
by us or any of us, the executors, adminiſtrators 

partners or aſhgns of us, or any of us, hy our or any of 
our means or procurement. And we the ſaid creditors, 
ſeverally and reſpectively, each for himſelf and herſelf, 
his and her executors and adminiſtrators, ſeverally and 
apart, and not jointly, covenant, grant, and agree to 
and with the ſaid George Wilſon, that if any trouble, 
vexation, wrong, damage or hindrance ſhall be done 
unto him the ſaid George Wilſon, either in his body, 
goods or chattels, within the ſaid term of fix months 
from the date of theſe prefents, by us, or any of us, 
con- 
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contrary to the tenor and effect of this our licence, 
that then he the faid George Wilſon, his executors 
and adminiſtrators, ſhall be, by virtue of theſe preſents, 
acquitted and diſcharged againſt him, or any of us, 
by whom and by-whoſe means he ſhall, contrary to 
the true meaning of theſe 9 be arreſted, trou - 


dled, impriſoned, attached, grieved, or damniſied, of 
all manner of actions, ſuits, quarrels, debts, duties 
and demands, either in 1:w or in equity wharſcever, 
{rom the bez:nning of the world to the day of the date 
of theſe preten's. In witneſs whereof we the ſaid 
crediturs have hereunto ſet our hands and ſeals the 
tweoty-lixth day ot Decemler, one theuſand ſeven 
buadred and 

Sealed and delivered, being firſt ory 

ſtampt, in the preſeuce of us 


A Letter of Attorney. 


NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I Charles 
J--hafon, of Yarmcuth, in the county ot Norfolk, 
wearer, (for divers conhderations and good cauſes me 
hereunto moving] have made, ordained, conſtituted, 
and appointed, and by theſe preſents do make. ordain, 
conſtitute and appoint, my truſty friend David Wil- 
liams, of Norwict, in the county aforeſaid, gentleman, 
my true and Jawful atturney, for me, ia my name, and 
to my uſe. to ſt, demand, recover, cr receive, of and 
from A. B. ot Thetford, in the ſaid county, the ſum 
of ſixty pounds; givicg, and by theſe preſents grant- 
ing to my ſaid attorney, my ſole and full power and 
authority, to take, purſue, and follow ſuch legal 
courſes, for the recovery, receiving, and obtaining of 
the ſame, as I myſelt might or could do. were I per- 
ſonally preſent; and upon the receipt of the ſame, ac- 
quiitances and other ſufacient diſcharges, for me, and 
in my name, to make, ſign, ſeal, and deliver; as alſo, 
one more attorney or attornies under him to ſubſtitute 

or appoint, and again at his pleaſure to revoke; and 
further to do, perform, and finiſh for me, and in my 
name, all and fingular thing and things which ſtall or 
may be neceſſary, and entirely, as I the ſaid Charles 
Johnſon, in my own perſon, ought or could do in 1 
about 
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about the ſame: ratifying, 2 and confirming, 

whatſoever my ſaid attorney ſhall lawfully do, or 
cauſe to be done, in and about-the execution of the 
premiſes, by virtue of theſe preſents: In witneſs 
whereof, I have hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal, the 
firſt day of November, in the year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord George III. by the Grace | 
of God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland, De- 
fender of the Faith; and in the year of our Lord God, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and —— 

CHARLES JOHNSON, 

Signed, ſealed and delivered 

in the preſence of us, 


O rY © 
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A Letter of At.orney 2 a Scamen; cr a Will and 


Wer. 
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NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I John 
Forecaſtle. matiner, now belonging to his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip. the Terrible, for divers good cauſes and 
conſiderations me thereunto moving, have, and by 
theſe preſents do make my truſty friend (or beloved 
wife) Thomas Truſty, citizen and baker of London, 
my true and lawful Attorney, for me, and in my 
name, and for my uſe, to aſk, demand, and receive, of 
and from the right honourable the treaſurer, or pay» 
maſter of his Majeſty's: navy, and commiſhoners of 
prize - money, and whom elſe it may concers, as well 
all ſuch wages, and pay, bounty money, prize-money, 
and all other ſum and ſums of mocey whatſoever, 
now are, and which hereafter ſhall and may be due or 
yable unto me; alſo all ſuch penſions, ſalaries, 
. Imart-money, or all other money or things what- 
foever, which now are, or at any time hercafter ſhall 
or may be due unto me, for my lervice, or otherwiſe, 
in any one of his Majeſty's ſhip or ſhips of war, fri- 
2 or veſſels: Giving and hereby granting, unto my 
d Attorney, full — whole power, to take, purſue, 
and follow, ſuch legal ways and courſes, for the re- 
covery, — and obtaining and diſcharging upon 
the ſaid ſum or ſums of money, or any of them, as I | 
myſelf might or could do, were I 2 preſent; I, 
and I do hereby ratify, allow, and confirm, all and 
whatever my ſaid Attorney ſhall lawfully do, or cauſe 
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to be done, in and about the execution of the pre- 
miſes, by virtue of theſe preſents. In witneſs whereof, 
I have bereunto ſet my band and ſeal, this ſecond day 
of November, one thouſand feven hundred and 
| Joux FORECASTLE. 

Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 

| in the preſence of us 


5 A hk i 5. 

NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I William 
Thompſon, in the pariſh of St Giles, in the 
county of Middleſex, gentleman, am held and firmly 
bound to George Wilſon, of the ſaid county of Mid- 
dleſex, Eſq; in the penal ſum of two hundred pounds 
of good and lawful money of Great Britain, to be paid 
to the ſaid George Wilſon, Eſq; or to his certain At- 
torney, his executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns; for 
the true payment whereof I bind myſelf, my heirs, 
exccuters and adminiſtrators, firmly by theſe preſents, 
ſealed with my ſeal. Dated this ſecond day of De- 
cember, in the year of the reign of our Sove- 
reign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God of 
Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Faith, and ſo forth, and in the year of our Lord, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred ad ⁵x —. The con- 
dition of this obligation is ſuch, that if the above 
bounden William Thompſon, his heirs, executors, or 
adminiftrators, do well and truly pay, or cauſe to be 
paid to the above- named George Wilſon, his executors, 
adminiſtrators, or aſligns, the full ſum of two hundred 
pounds, of good and lawful money of Great Britain, 
on the firſt day of. September next enſuing the date 
bereof, with lawful intereſt : then this obligation to be 


TS X= At * 


void, or elſe to remain in full force. 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered, ) 
in the preſence of us, being 
firſt duly ſtampt. 
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A common Mortgage of an Eſtate. 


S InJdenture made between A. B. of, &c. of the 
one part, and C. D. &c. of the other part, wit- 
nefſeth, that the ſaid A. B. for and in conſide ration 
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of the ſum of one hundred pounds of lawful money of 
Great Britain, ro him in hand paid by the ſaid C. D. 
the receipt whereof the ſaid A. B. doth hereby confeſs 
and acknowledge; he the ſaid A B hath granted, 
bargained, and ſold, and by thele preſents doth 
grant, &c. unto the faid C. D. all that meſſuage or 
tenement, &c. and all thoſe lands, &c. ſituate, &c. 
and alſo the reverſion and reverſions, remainder and 
remainders, rents and ſervices of all and ſingular the 
ſaid premiſes above mentioned, and every part and 
parcel thereof, with the appurtenances; to have and 
to hold the nid meſſuage or tenement, lands and 
premiſes above-meationed, and every part and par- 
cel thereof, with the appurtenances, unto the ſaid 
C. D. his executors, admainiltrators and afhgns, for 
and curing the term of five hundred years, next and 
immediately enſuing and following, and fully ro be 
complete and ended: yielding and paying therefore 
yearly, during the ſaid term. one pepper-c-rn, in and 
upon the feaft of St Michael the Archangel, it de- 
manded. Provided always, and upon condition, that 
if the faid A. B. his heirs or aſſigns, do and ſhall well 
aud truly pay or cauſe to be paid unto the ſaid C. D. 

his executors, adminiſtrators, and afhgrs, the full 
ſum of one hundred and five pounds of [awful Britiſh 
money in and upon the day, &c. without any deduc- 
tion or abatement for taxes, aſſeſſments, or any other 
impclitions whatſoever, either ordinary or extraocr- 
dinary; that then and from thenceforth thefe pre- 
ſents, and every thing herein contained, ſhall ceaſe, 
determine, and be void; any thing herein contained 
to the contrary notwithitanding: and the faid A B. 
for himſelf, his heirs, and aſſigas, doth covenant and 
grant to and with the ſaid C. D. his execu:ors, admi- 
niſtrators, and afligns, that he the ſaid A. B. his heirs 
or aſſigns, ſhall and will well and truly pay or cauſe 
to be paid unto the ſaid C. D. his executors, admi- 
niſtrators, or aſſigns. the ſaid full ſum of one hundred 
and five pounds, in and upon the faid day, &c. which 
will be in the ſaid year, &c. without any deduction as 
aforeſaid, according to the true intent and meaning 
of theſe preſenis; aad alſo, that he the ſaid C. D. his 
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executors, adminiſtrators, and aſhgrs, ſhall and may 
at all times, aſter default ſhall be made in performance 


of the proviſo or condition herein-contained, peaceably 
and quietly enter into, have, hold, occupy, poſſeis and 


enjoy all and ſingular the faid meſſoage or tenement, 
lands and premiſes above-mentioned, and every part 
and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, for and 
during the reſidue and remainder of the ſaid rerm of 
five hundred years hereby granted, which ſhall be then 
to come and unexpired, without the let, trouble, bin- 
drance, moleſtation, interruption, and denial of him 
the ſaid A. B. lus heirs and aſſigos, and of all and every 
other perſon or perſons, whatſoevet: and further, that 
he the ſaid A. B. and his heirs, and all and every other 
rſoo or perſons, and his and their heirs, any thing 
ring or claiming in the f{a'd mefſuage or tenemezt 
and premiſſes above mentioned, or any part thereof, 
ſhall and will at any time or times, after default ſhall 
be made ia performance of the proviſo or condition 
hereia-contained, make, do, and ex<cute, or cauſe or 
ocure to be made, done, and executed, all and every 
uch further and other lawful and reaſonable grants, 
acts, and aſſurances in the law whatſoever, for the 
farther, better, and more — anting and aſſuring 
of all and ſingular the ſaid premiſſes above-mentioned, 
with the appurtenances, unto the ſaid C. D. to hold to 
him the ſaid C. D. his execators, adminiſtrators, and 
allgns, for and during all the reſt and reſidue of the 
ſaid term of five hundred years above-granted, which 
ſha'l be then to come and unexpired, as by the faid 
C. D. bis executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, or his 
or their counſel learned in the law ſhall be reaſonably 
deviſed, or adviſed and required. And laſtly, it is 
covrenanted, granted, concluded ard agreed upon, by 
and between the ſaid parties of theſe preſents, and the 
true meaning hereof alſo is, and it is hereby ſo de- 
clared, that until de fault ſhall be mace in performance 
of the proviſo or condition, herein-con:iained, he, the 
laid A. B. his heirs and aſligns, hall and may hold and 
enjoy all and hngular the faid premiſſes above men- 
uoned, and receive and take the rents, iſſues, acd pro- 
hits thereof, to his and their owa proper uſe and be- 
nefht; any thing kerein-contained to the conttary 
thereof, notwithltanding: In wicacfs whereof, I have 
hereunto {ct my hand and ſeal, this nid day of Jun, 


A. 


( 170 ) 
ja the — year of the reign. of our ſovereign 
Lord George III. by the Grace of God, King of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith; 
and in the year of our Lord God, oge thouſand ſeven 
hundred and — — A. B. 
Signed, ſealed, and ampes) 


(being firſt duly ſtamped) 
in the preſence of us. 


9 — — „ an. 4 


A Deed of Gift. 


1 O all people to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, 1 
George Howard do fend greeting. Know ye, 
at I the faid George Howard, of the pariſh of 8t 
Leonard, Shoreditch, in the county of Middleſex, 
gardever, for and in conſideration of the love, good - 
will, and affection which I have and do beat towards 
my loving ſiſter, Mary Page, of the ſame pariſh and 
capnty, widow, have given and granted, and by theſe 

reſents do freely give and graat unto the ſaid Mary 
Page, her heirs, exccutors, or aUtminiſtrators, all and 
Angular my goods and chanels, now being in my 
preſent houſe, known. by the name of the White Swan; 
of which · theſe preſents I have delivered her, the faid 
Mary. Page, an inventory ſigned with my own hand, 
and bearing date, to have and to hold all the ſaid goods 
and chattels in the ſaid premiſſes or dwelliog-houſe to 
her the ſaid Mary Page, ber heirs, executors, or admi- 
niſtratots, from hence forth, as her and their proper 
goods and chattels abſolutely without any manner of 
condition. In witnefs whereof, 1 have hereunto put 
my hand and ſeal, this teath day of November, one 
thouſand ſeven. hundred and — — 

Gon HowaRrD 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered 
in the preſence of us, 


Note. This precedent way be extended to the nal 
> | 


away of cattle, corn, houſe, or land, if not entail 
&c. but the particulars muſt be named. 
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bargained and fold, and by the 
and ſell unto. the ſaid C. D. all the goods, houſehold- 


A General Releaſe; 


N all men by theſe preſents, that 1 George 
Auſtin, of London, in the county of Middleſex, 

ocer, have remiſed, releaſed, and for ever quit claim 
to Richard Auſtin, of Brentford, in the county afore- 
ſaid, mercer, his heirs, executors, adminiſtrators, of 
all and all manner of action and actions, ſuits, bills, 
bonds, writings, debts, does, duties, accompts, ſum 
and ſums of money, leaſes, mortgages, judgmeats by 
conlefſovn or otherwiſe obtained, ex:cations, extents, 
quarrels, controverſies, treſpaſſes, damages, and de - 
mands whatſoever, which, by law or equi v, or other- 
wiſe ſoever. I, the ſaid George Auſtin, againſt the ſaid 
Richard Auſtin ever had, and which 1, my heirs. exe- 
cutors, adminiſtrators, ſhall or may claim, challenge 


or demand, for or by reafon, means or colour of any 


matter, cauſe or thing whatſcever, from the beginning. 

of the world to the day of the date of theſe preſents : 

In witneſs whereof I have hereunto ſet my hand and 

ſeal, this fifth day of February, ia the year of our 

Lord God, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
. Sog E AUSTIN» 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 

(being firſt legally ſt. mped) + 

in the preſence of us, 3 


,“ All the foregoing precedents muſt be written 


upon ſtamped paper, otherwiſe they will be of no 


ate ct. 


; 9 * — 


| | A4 Bill of Sale of Goods. 
A all men by theſe preſents, that I, A. B. of 
* 


or, and in conſide ration of the ſum 


| to me i hand paid, at and before 
the ſealing and delivery hereof, by C. D. of 


the receipt whereof I do 1 8 hare 
e preſents do bargain 


ſtuff, and implements of houſehold, and all other goods 
Whatſoever, mentioned in the ſchedule hereunto an- 
nexed, now remaining and being in 


do have and to hold all and ſingular the goods, houſe- 


hold tuff, and implements ot houſehold, and every of | 
m_— Q 3 p mene 


. a ** * N 
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| them, by theſe preſcms bargained and ſold unto the 


id C. D. his executors, adminiitrators, and affigns 
for ever. And I the ſaid A. B. for myſelf, my execu- 
tors, and adminiſtrators, all and fingular of the ſaid 
goods, unto the ſaid C. D. his executors, adminiſira- 
\ tors, and aſſigns, againſt me the ſaid A. B. my exe- 
cutors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, and againſt all and 
every other perſon and perſons whatſoever, ſhall and 
will warrant and for ever defend by theſe preſents ; of 


in full poſſeſſion, by delivering him one'filver tankard, 
&c. at the ſealing hereof: Io witneſs whereof, I have 
hereunto put my hand and ſeal, this tinth day of June, 
in the year of our Lord God, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and . | Sy > 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered * 
in the preſence of us, 


* 
—— EE _ — 


—_ 


An Indentare for an Apprentice. | 15 1 


T* indenture witneſſeth, that Thomas Bulkely, 
fon of Richard Bulkely, late of Guildford, in the 
— of Surry, hath put himſelf, and by theſe pre- 
ſents doth voluntarily and of his own free will and ac- 
cord put himſelf apprentice to Charles Jones, citizen 
and Linen draper of London, to learn his art, trade, 
or myliery, afte- the manner of an apprentice, to ſerve 
bim from the day of the date hereof, for and dur 
the fall term of k 
which time, he, the ſaid apprentice, his ſaid maſter 
ſhall faithfully ſerve, his ſecrets keep, his lawful com- 
mands every where Bladly obey. He ſhall do no da- 
mage to his ſaid maſter, nor ſee it be done by others, 
without letting or givi:*; notice thereof to his ſaid 
maſter. He ſhall not waſte his ſaid maſter's goods, nor 


lend them unlawfully to others. He ſhall not commin 


fornication, nor contract matrimony within the: ſaid 
term. At cards, dice, or any unlawful game he ſhall 
not play, whereby his ſaid maſler may be damaged. 
With his own goods, or goods of others, during the 
term, without licence of his faid maſter, he ſhall neither 


buy nor ſell. He ſhall not abſent himſelf day nor night 


trom his ſaid maſter's ſervice, without his leave, nor 


* 
2 


which goods I, the ſaid A. B. have put the ſaid C. D. 


ven years next enſuing: during alt. 


haunt 


a . * 


D 
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( m3 ) x. 
haunt nlehouſes, taverns, or play-houfes : but in all | 
things bebgve bimfelf as a faithfu} apprentice ought to 
do, during the ſaid term. And the ſaid maſter ſhall 
uſe the urmoſt of his endeavours to teach, or cauſe to 
be taught, and inſtructed, the faid apprentice in the 
trade and myttery he now profeſſeth, occupieth, or 
| followerh; and procure and provide for him, the ſaid 
apprentice, ſufficient meat, drick, apparel, waſhing, . 
and lodging, fitting for an apprentice, during the ſaid 
term. And for the true performance of all and ever 
the ſaid covenants and agreements, either of the ſaid 
rites bind themſelves unto the other by theſe pre- 
| In witneſs whereof, they have interchangeably 
their hands and ſeals, this tenth day of November, 
— year of the reign our Sovereign 
Lord George III. by the Grace of God, King of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith; 
and in the year of our Lord God, one thouſand ſeven: 
| hundred and SA 
M7 0:21 7:4 Tuomas BULKXELY,. 
= AR Ks = CHARLES JONES. 
S$LLTAM: ROBERTS; ? = | 
Join FarirH, © J Wiraeſſes. 
Motte. If an apprentice be enrolled, he cannot ſue 
out his indenture, but 2 proof of unmerciful uſage, 
want of victuals, and other neceſſaries, or his maſter's 
being incapable of teaching him his trade, or not 
cauſing it fo to be done at his own proper charge b 
others. And the fame holds good in relation to a miſ- 
treſs. But there being no inrollment, an indenture 
may be ſued out, without ſhewing cauſe, in any city 
or corporation, &c. 
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From a Man under Sentence of Tranſprtation 

2 To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 

The moſt humble Petition of A. B. now a Prifoner in 
| | | Newgate. „ 
»  $Sheweth, tf | CONE 
2 vour petitioner having à ſickly wife and ſix 

voung helpleſs children to ſupport, oh the ſmall 


en enter owe TC EE .. od 


om of ten ſhillings per 7 winch your petitioner 
0 


— 4 


re- 


” unfortunate petitioner to fpend the remainder of his 


* 


2 


n 
a a 
4 — 
" V = 
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( 174 ) 
received as wages from a wholeſale linen-draper, 
where he lived as a porter. That your petitioner, be- 
zog ſore ſmall matter in debt for his lodgiogs, was 
threatened to be turned into the ſtreet unleis he made 
good his payment.—That your borrow 6 not having 


any friend from whom he could borrow ſo much, un- 
fortunately committed the crime for Which he is now 
in priſan, by ſtealing one piece of cloth, which he 
pledged for the ſum wanted, intendiog to redeem it 
and carry it again to his maſter's warchonſe. That 
a3 foon as your petitioner was charged with the theſt, 


he immediately confeſſed, ad when Lrought to the 
bar pleaded guilty to the indiQment. That in every 


other inftance your petitioner's life has beea altogether 


- unblameable, and his committing the above crime was 


to ſave his wife and children from being turned out 
iato the ſtreets. Truly ſenſible of this fault, and ear - 
neſtly ſolicitous 10. labour for bis belpleſs family, he 
has preſumed, with the greateſt reverence, to preſent 
his aflicted caſe to your Majeſty, whoſe heart is adorned 
with every ae wg virtue, -begging that your Majeſty 
would interpoſe your royal mercy, r vor 


life in this his native country, to * up his children 

vſeſu! members of fociety, and bis whole life ſhall be 

(ne continued ad of gratitude. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall cves 
„„ DOES 


_—_— 
_—— 


W. 1 


Fram the Widaw of 4 Military Officer, foliciting fer a 
SE. __ Sa 7 | 


- To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


T HAT youy petitioner is the widow of the deceaſed 
Major D. of. the regiment of foot. That 
our petitione: s late huſband ſerved your Majeſty 
aithſuliy and loyally above thirty years, and during 

that zime baving nothing to fu on but his pay, 

and a large family to bring up, he died a few mont 


ago, ang left your petitioner utterly uoprovided — 


® . * 


; . 7 
„„ IM 


one of your Majeſty's military 


that few 


eakons, oblet re tte fricteſt fidelity, and 


( ms ) 


and four infant daughters, expoſed to all the hard- 
ſhips of an injuricus world. That your petitioner has 
already applied to ſome of your Majeſty's minifters, 


whithout ever obtaining an anſwer, and being deſtitute | 


of every comfort, and every neceſſary of life, has ven- 
tared to preſent her petition at the foot of the throne. 
Her own life bas been ſpent in diſcharging her domeſtic 
duties, and her buſband's in venturing his life in de- 
fence of your Majeſty's perſon and government. From 

our Majeſty's great goodneſs, ſhe has every thing to 

ope; and to you; as the common father of your peo- 
ple, the locks up with the greateſt anxiety, that your 


Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to order a ſmajt 


annuity for her ſupport, and 2 enable her to beſtow 
on her children an education fu 
ſervants. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever 
pftay. as ſs 


—— lc 


Fora Tide-waiter's Place in the Cuflom- houſe. . bs 


| To tle Right Honourable the Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of 


4 


aa the Treaſury. 

The bumble Petition of A. B. 

AT your petitioner had the misfottune to be 
brought vp in a trade, which at preſent is ſo bad, 
s are GG in it, and even thoſe 

ſcarce procure a ſubſiltence. That your peti- 
tioner has ſought for every opportunity to obtain em- 
ployment in vain, and at prefect is left in a very diſ- 
treſſed condition.—That your petitioner being de- 
Girous to apply himſelf to ſome uſctul employment, aud 


onthe river, bas, wrh the greateſt humility, preſumed to 
beg of your Lerdſhip to be employed as age. He is 
—_— to produce .proofs of his ability to diſcharge 
the duty of that tation, and it ſo ha py as to fcem 
worthy of your Lordſhip's notice, be ih. | 


nable to the rank of 


ſiading that tome tide waiters are wanting at preſent 


| 


: 


„on all o 
make it ap- 
Par 


p ( 76 ) 
pear to the world that be has not been unworthy of | 
your favour, 7 > £9 * 

And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


—— — 


For a Place in the Exciſe. 


| To the Right Honourable the Hie Lord Commiſſioner of 
| the Treaſury. PU; Stoke 
. The humble Petition of A- B. 
+ . Sheweth, 


be brought up to any other employment than that 
leman's fervant, in which ſtation he continued 

till laſt year, when he married, and was diſcharged 
from his place That your petitioner being out of all 
manner of employment, and baving learned the whole 
art and myltery of gauging, he has preſumed to ad - 


"PAT your petitioner had the misfortune not. to 
of a 


dreſs himſelf ro your Lordihip for one of the preſent 
vacant places of a common exciſeman, in any part of 
the kingdom where your Lordſhip ſhall think proper 
to order. His conduct has always been blameleſs, | 
; and his character will bear the ſtricteſt enquiry; and 
on all occaſions he will make it his principal ſtudy to 
diſcharge every part of his duty with the utmoſt fide» 
| lity, And, as in duty bound, thall ever pray. 


; For a Place iu the Stamp-office. | 
To the Right Honourable the Fin Lord Commiſioner of 
. | ' the Treaſury. , wo! ly 
The humble Petition of A. 85. 
Sheweth, | ® ee, 


2 your petitioner has formerly lived in credit ia 
1 the world, but through a variety of loſſes in trade, 
x reduced with his family to the loweſt ſtate of poverty, 
and deititute of the neceſſaries of life, and being de- 
r aus to chicharge his dut v at an huſband' and 2 father, 
be bas prefumed to addreſs himtelf to your Lordſhip 
for one of the preſent vacant places of diftriburors in 
the ſtamp-office, and for which he can make it appear 

| he is properly qualified, and will produce people of re- | 
| n putation 


— _—_ ——_ 


E 
putation to his character, and who (if required) 


| of your Lordfhip's readineſs to relieve diſtreſſed merit, 
and your great humanity to every one in diſtreſs, is 
fled with the chearful hopes, that his requeſt will 
meet with a favourable reception, and your Lord- 
ſhip will reflect with 1 that your bounty has 
reſcued him trom miſery, and enabled his family to 
enjoy thoſe comforts of life to which they have los 
been ſtrangers. * n - Ks 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever 


pt 


% 


From a diſabled Porter te the Poſt-maſter, to be ad- 


mitted as a Letter - carrier. 


To M. Poft maſler. 
| Die humble Petition of 4. B. 
FSheweth, | ö 


HAT your petitioner was brought up to the buſi- 
1 nefs of a porter, and by extreme hard labour pro- 
cured a ſubſiſtence for himſelf, together with a wife and 
four children. That your petitioner bad the misfortune, 
one day, to fall under a load, by which two of his ribs 
were broken, and he was otherwiſe ſo much hurt 
2s to be unable to carry loads for the future. That 
your petioner was fix months in the Infirmary, during 
which, time his wife and family were in a ſtarving con- 
dition, being obliged to pawn their cloaths for the 


was diſcharged from the Infirmary, he conſidered it as 
a duty to look for ſome employment ſuitable to the 
weak ftate in which his misfortune had left him. That 
having heard that one of your meſſengers was dead, 
and being well acquainted with every part of the town, 
be thought himſelf properly qualified to a as a letter- 
carrier, and for that purpoſe has preſumed to preſent 
this petition to you. That your petitioner's character 
will bear the ſtricteſt enquiry, and if fo happy'as to 
ſacceed, will give ſecurity (if demanded), and in all 
thiogs act with the greateſt fidelity. ; 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, mall ever 
| Pray. | | . aged is TEES 


"$87 I 


* 


From 


” l 4 
— 


wed 
gire ſecurity for his fidelity: © Being fully convio 


common neceſſaries of life. That when your petitioner ' 


A 


* 
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— Gentlewoman ini diftreſs, to = Gentle> 
ion l man, a diſtant Relation. 1 | 
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ER” ry The humble Petition of A. B. 


* 


Tür your petitioner has the bonour to be nearly 


: 


| 


- 
* 


huſbaad was 


= 


+ 


related to your family, your mother being my 
aunt. That your petitioner, whiiſt very young, was 
married to un emineat merchant in Biiftol, with whom 
ſhe lived happy many years: That your petitioner's 
2 ely engaged in the trade to the coaſt 

of Guinea, and che Welt Indies. That during the late 


War he had ſhares in ſeveral ſhips trading to and from 
+ thoſe ports, and in their laſt voyage he unfortunately 


forgot to inſute them. That two. of ' thoſe ſhips were 
attacked and taken by a French privareer, which ob- 
liged your petitioner's. huſband ro ftop payment, and 

his creditors took out a commiſſion of. bankruptcy. 
That petitioner's huſband was ſo affeded with 
his loſs, that he ſoon after died with a broken heart, 
and left your, petitioner deſtitute of every neceflary, of 
life. That your petitioner, confding in your great 


Thc Ta » hath preſamed to- addreſs herſelf to you. 


e Tmalleſt matter either towards her immediate ſub- 
eace or future. ſupport, ſhall. be received with: the 


| greateſt rhankfulneſs, and acknowledged with grati- 


tude to the Jatelt period of her life. 


. And your petitioner, as. in duty bound, ſhall. ever 
PR... 0 2D 


1 


— — 1 


From — Gu to an opulent Aldermas, be 
bad been bi Acquaintance in bis Youth. 


Te the worſbipful Jabs Freeman, Ei Alderman 
4 * * i of | hl | | 3 0 
1, bumble Petition of, . 
oed 892 1 25 4 


HAT your petitioner ſerved his apprenticeſhip in 
of London to an eminent grocer, 4 


= 


re . * 1 
she weth, 


the 


2 en 
= afterwards became ſhopman 10 another of the ſame 
profeſon. That your petitioner, having, by bis __ 
8 f as 


* 
k 
* 
by 


. 


— OY — d Re" 


— —8 


— 
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* * 42 . "— 


is ( happy as to ſucceed, his whole conduct in futurs 


„ Ad. 
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Þ2 ſaved ſome money, entered into buſineſs for hin» 


That having, at great expence, fitted up a hop, be 
ſent large quantities of goods to country hep - kecpers: 
that he was obliged to pay their notes to Eis creditors, © 

nd before they became due, many of thoſe drains 
came ĩuſolvent, and your 1 was obliged to 
receive their notes, and make good the deficiencies, 
That your peufioner, after ſtruggling to maintain his 
reputation as an honeſt man, was obliged to ſtop pay- 
ment, and ſubmit to the diſagreeable neceſſity of be- 
coming a bankrupt. That when your petitioner had 
obtained his certificate, he had got wherewithal tg 
enter into trade, and a journeyman's wages was not 


. ſufficient to fupport his family. In circumſtances ſo 


diſtreſſing. your pe tĩtidner bethought himſelf of making 
his caſe known to your Worſhip. He reflects with © 
pleaſure on the many-pleaſant hours he has ſpent in 
your company When in the ſame claſs at Mer» 
— hool, and if you will be pleaſed to in- 
terpoſe ſo far in his favour as to procure: him credit, 

to open ſhop as a grocer, once more, in the place 
-where he was originally bred to that buſineſs, and if he 


life ſhall be ode continued act of uniform virtue. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever 
pray. | | 1 : 


From a poor Woman whoſe Huſband wa latel | 4.0 
olicring for a weekly Penſion from the Pash. % | 
To the Miniſter, 2 


hwardens and Ove 
ariſh of B. we" 


© The humible Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, bat 


FP HAT your petitioner's late huſband was a laboe 
rious, and ioduſtiĩous honeſt man: that 2 way 
both by birth and ſervitude dne of your pariſhioness. 
That whilſt he enjoyed his heaith, it was his conſtant? 
practice to do every thing in his power for the ſupport 


of his family: that be was lately ſeized with a violent 


ever, which, after two weeks illnefs, ter minated in hig 


death That vour petitioner was left entitely deſtitute 
wich three heipleſs children: chat your petitioner is 


willing 
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er raying that a {mall matter may be al- 

_ her v 5 _ Fags: the profits = from 
* abour, ena f to bring u 

uſeful members of fociety. N 
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T*HAT petitioger was brought up tp the trade 
1 of a ſhoemakert that he has followed that em- 
oyment in your parith thele ten years, and behaved 
imdelf ſoberly and honeſtly: that your petitioner has 
= a-large family of children, and his principal defire is 
tio ſee them brought up as uſcful members of ſociety : 
wat the ſmall ſum he receives as wages tor his work, 
dot ſufficient for ſo beneficial » purple; and know- 
Bog that your ſchool is eſtabliſhed for inſtructing the 


- 
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Aglliog'ts do every thing in ber power towards their 
ares. her owa labour, Fa that being inſuſfi- 
cient, the has prefumed to preſent a ſtate of ber cafe to 


— "Ang your petitioner, x2 in dur bound, ſhall ever 


„Fein Ry 97 %% - 
2 Do he Trufteer 3. 
Die humble Petition of A. B. 


